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AUTOSPORT 


South African GP: Beltoise stars in new BRM 


ROAD & RACING ACCESSORIES 
HOLBORN a 


JAYBRAND NOMEX 


1-piece Taslan-lined suit £61.60 
1-piece single-layer suit £29.70 
2-piece single-layer suit £31.90 
Blue or orange colouring for 

above £3.30 
Nomex 2-piece underwear (S, 

M, L and XL) £13.20 
Nomex ballaclava (M and L) £4.35 
Nomex face mask £2.75 
Nomex socks (S, M and L) £2.20 
Nomex extra long socks (S, M, 

and L) £3.25 
Nomex gloves = 

3 layer (S, M, L and XL) ... £10.45 

2 layer (S, M, L and XL) £7.98 

Clubman (‘S, M, L and XL) £6.10 
Nomex 2-layer boots (blue)... £11.00 
PROBAN 1-piece suit £14.30 

2-piece suit £15.40 
MECHANICS’ OVERALLS (red, 

blue, yellow or orange) £11.00 
WESTOVER 
3-layer laminated blue Nomex 

boots £14.85 
FPT 
1p ble-layer suit (grey) £93.50 
1-piece single-layer suit (blue 

or orange) £60.50 
2-plece underwear (S, M and 

L) £46.75 
Indianapolis gloves (S, M, L 

and XL £17.32 
Balaclava (Universal) £8.25 
Socks (S, M and L) £6.05 
PLEASE GIVE WAIST, CHEST. INSIDE 


LEG AND HEIGHT FOR ALL SUIT 
MEASUREMENTS 


BELL HELMETS 


Star (64-74 in_}th sizes) £35.20 
Magnum (63-74 in jth sizes) £29.15 
500 RT (6%-7] in }th sizes)... £23.65 
Star visors (Clear, green and 

yellow with or without snaps 

for peaks) £2.20 
Star nip offs for 5 £1.65 
Star stud kit 66p 
Fog-free anti mist 66p 
Bell helmet bag £6.05 
Bell helmet and kit bag £9.35 
Skovia kit bag (separate top- 

and-bottom sections) £8.80 
Magnetic pit signalling kit £19.25 
Robotimer triple-sequence stop 

watch board £12.10 
IGD 
2mm Safety visors [ire Stars) 

12 


Steen 8 Yellow £4.38 
HEUER 


Three-crown watches for Robo- 
timer board from £12.65-£26.07 
Micro split digital stop watch £104.50 
858.401 Taylor action stop 
watch £50.49 
512.402 split action stop watch £47.52 
Other watches on request 


Number roundels and squares 28p 
Numbers 10p 
Set of 10 each nos 0-9 £7.15 


JEFF WARD 
TRAILER BOARDS 
5, 6 & 7ft Complete with all lights, 


triangles, 6 metres of cable and 7 pin plug 
from £13.03 


Prices include VAT and postage except Pit signalling kit” 
Why not come and see us at our new shop next door to our current premises 


10-12 PROCTER STREET, LONDON, WCIV 6NX 


Telephone : 01-242 3080 
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"Who is that bloke in the black car with the blue helmet?” Jacky 
Icke might ash as he faces the traffle after JPS team-mate Ronnie 
Peterson had effectively eliminated them both on the first lap of the 
South African GP. 


Colin Martin. 
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Last Saturday's South African Grand Prix confirmed that 
1974 is going to be one of the best and closely fought seasons 
of Formula One for a long time. A look at the drivers’ 
championship table shows that after three races 13 drivers 
have scored points and championship leader Clay Reggazoni 
has only a single point advantage over his nearest four 
rivals. 

Three different drivers have won races in two makes of 
car while the domination of the V8 in the winner's circle 
looks ready to tumble at any time. The season so far has 
seen the return to maximum competitiveness of three great 
names in Grand Prix racing—Brabham, Ferrari and BRM. 
Carlos Reutemann’s win at Kyalami was justice indeed for 
a man that has led every Fl race so far this year and for a 
team which until recently has been struggling for direction, 
the money and faith of Bernie Ecclestone has been 
justly rewarded. It may well be a little early to herald 
‘Argentinian Reutemann as the “ new Fangio" as he was on 
the radio last week, but his form so far suggests that he 
could assume Jackie Stewart's dominating position in Fl. 

The revival of Ferrari and BRM fortunes, two of the 
oldest GP teams, is good news indeed. Not only because of 
the tradition behind them but because of the variety which 
they bring to the scene. The Cosworth Ford V8 engine has 
perhaps been the one thing which has enabled Formula One 
racing first to survive and now to flourish, but a 12-cylinder 
win would perhaps put the icing on what has turned into a 
most enjoyable cake. 

By our reckoning, there should be some 35 cars regularly 
competing in Fl by mid-season. From the spectators’ and 
enthusiasts’ point of view this looks extremely healthy but 
it is going to provide problems. The first of which is, of 
course, can the organisers afford to run so many cars? At 
the moment all manufacturers which have been in Formula 
One for over a year are members of the Formula One 
Association which negotiates travel and start money for 
its members with the organisers, while all other construc- 
tors/teams make their own arrangements. 

This, of course, makes life very difficult for the new- 
comers — they have to make do with what is left in the 
organisers’ budget after the Association have had their say, 
which may mean they are well out of pocket on a number 
of races. The organisers cannot be blamed for just accept- 
ing the Association members and leaving it up to the others 
either to pay their own way or not come, as it saves them 
a great deal of aggravation and haggling in dealing with 
every team individually, However, it does make life a trifle 
hard for non-Association members—for example it w: 
pointed out in a recent article by James Hunt that the 
Hesketh team, accepted as one of the most competitive 
teams, had to pay in excess of £12,000 from their own 
budget to compete in South America. Such teams need 
encouragement not hefty bills likely to frighten them, off. 
The situation will have to be resolved shortly as when the 
French GP time arrives at Dijon only 22 cars will be allowed 
to start. There will have to be qualifying in practice and 
very shortly the method of doing so, guaranteed starts and 
so on will have to be finalised. 

‘our _cover picture 
Undoubted star of the South African Grand Prix last Saturday was 


Jean-Pierre Beltoise in the new BRM P201. Here he is seen leading 
third-placed Mike Hailwood. 


Protas Phisoe Pa 


Pit and Paddock ted by lan Phill 


F1 Token-Ford for Silverstone ®3:22.°°s" 


ject started by Rondel Racing at 
the beginning of this year and 
recently taken on by Token 
Racing after the former ran into 
financial. difficulties. 

Token Racing is formed by 
two former Rondel directors Tony 
Viassopulo and Ken Grob, The 
car was designed by Ray Jessop, 
who was formerly with Brabham 
and Rondel while in charge of 
preparation is Neil Trundel_ who 
was responsible for the immacu. 
late turn-out of the Rondel F2 

Viassopulo said on Monday 


that the operation was being run 
on a strict budget following his 
previous experiences and further 
backing for the project was being 
sought. Chris Meek, through his 
company Titan Properties is 


at Silverstone at least. The plan 
ls to feel their way into F1 with 
both car and driver before 
attempting anything radical, 


Li 


Tom Pryce sits in the Tok 
it nears completion on Tu 


, 
Ray Jessop (right). The water 
radiator is in the conventional 
front-mounted position (below). 
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Pit and Paddock 


Tarmac on 


The Tarmac British racing 
championship will continue in 
1974, its third year. The cham 
pionship is devised to denote 
the British Motor Racing Cham: 
pion of the Year. 

‘The regulations for the cham- 
pionship are virtually as before. 
Points are scored on a 9-6-4-3-2-1 
basis by any. British or Com 
monwealth driver holding an 
RAC. international licence and 
competing in international and 
international” open events in 


Points are awarded for the 
first six places in such races and 
cannot be scored in heats. An 
additional two points will be 
awarded for fastest lap. 

‘The driver scoring the most 
points during the year will 
Fecelve a cash prize of £2000 
and the Tarmac Trophy. In addi 
tlon to this there is £500. avail 
able In bonuses from leading 
manufacturers and suppliers. 
£100 each comes from Firestone, 
Champion, J.W.E. Banks, Serk 
Services and Duckhams. 

‘The current points situations 
following the meetings at Mallory 
Park and Brands Hatch is: 1, 

raham, 20; 2, Richard 
jcott, 18: 3, ‘Mike Wilds, 125 
4, John Nicholson, Peter Gethin 
and David Hobbs, 11 


Mallory dates 


Local difficulties have meant that 
the dates of the Mallory Park 
general test days have had to 
be changed. The April date has 
had to be cancelled completely 
while the others are now: May 
18, 10 am to 5 pm, July 13, 10 
fam to 1 pm; August 17, 10\am 
to 5 pm; October 12, 10 am to 
1 pm and December 7, 10. am 
to 5 pm. 


Meek prodsports 


Chris Meek, long time supporter 
of the BRSCC Production Sports 
Car races, Is sponsoring, through 
his company Titan Properties, a 


series of five races for this cate: 
gory in the North of England. 
Titan Properties will be prc 


viding £100 per race in. prize 
money which will provide awards 
of £12, £8 and £5 for the first 
three cars in each of the four 
price classes: 

The five Northern Prodsport 
races will be held at Rufforth, 
May 25; Croft, June 9 and July 9; 
Rufforth, September 1 and Croft. 
October 6, Other centres of the 
BRSCC. will be promoting. non- 
championship races during the 
year. 

@Crowne Racing are desperate 
for a fully skilled mechanic to 
look’ after their brand new 


F5000 "Chevron which Chris 
raft will be driving from next 
weekend. Applicants should 


phone Keith Greene at either 01 
274 6750 or Byfleet 47311 as soon 
as possible 

© Confirmation this week chat 
the Ford RS2000, the Vauxhall 
Magnum and the Avenger 1600 
were homologated into Group 1, 
with effect from April 1. 
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Avon/‘Motor’ 
Tour in July 


dates for the Avon Motor 
Tour of Britain have now been 
settled, Despite the earlier scare 
about rallying and the avail 
ability of petrol the event will 
now take place on the original 
July dates although of course it 
will only take place over three 
days as last year, rather than the 
hoped for five, so that it complies 
with the RAC's requirements. 

Scrutineering will be _ on 
Thursday July 11 and the Tour 
will be from Friday July 12 to 
Sunday July 14. 

‘The event will start and finish 


in the Midlands and call at Cad 
well Park, Snetterton, Castle 
Combe and Oulton Park and 


there will be approximately ten 
special stages. Because of the 
Shortening. pf the original route 
It will not now be possible ¢ 
take in Scotland, 

Regulations for the event, 
organised by the BRSCC, will be 
available during this month with 
the entry list opening at the 
end of the month 


Care for a free trip to next 
month's Monaco Grand Prix 
for two, with air flight, hotel 
meals and grandstand seats all 
paid tor? 

This Is the fabulous. prize 
you ean win in a special com- 
petition being organised by 
Aurosronr with Veuve de 
Vernay, the sparkling wine 
people. Entry form and full 
details will be In our April 
18 issue, 

Demand will be high, so be 
sure to tell your newsagent 
fo reserve your copy now. 


J-PB’s gold 


Jean-Pierre Beltoise won the Prix 
Rouge et Blane Jo Siffert Award 
for his sterling drive to second 
place in the South African GP 
last Saturday. Of the ten votes 
cast Beltoise received six, Ni 
Lauda three, Carlos Reutemann, 
two and Patrick Depailler, one 

After three GPs the points 
standing is: 1, Reutemann, 7 
2, Beltoise, 6; 3, Stuck ‘and 
Regazzoni, 5; 5, ‘Pace. 4; 6, 
Lauda, 3; 7, ‘Depailier and 
Fittipaldi, 


FA bubbly 


Charles Heidsieck will be present 
ing a magnum of champagne to 
the winner of all the John Player 
Formula Atlantic Championship 
rounds beginning this weekend 
at Silverstone. Second place man 
will receive @ bottle. To qualify 
Yor the bubbly it will be necessary 
to carry a decal on the side of 
the car 

‘Charles Heidsieck also supply 
champagne awards to F5000 
championship rounds. 


B&O back 
Belgian GP 


The Belgian Grand Prix which 
fficially pronounced "on 
last week will be sponsored by 
Bang & Olufsen. The specialist 
hi-fi equipment people of course 
are the sponsors of the Surtees 
Fi and F2 team and their main 
European office is in Brussels 
The GP was in doubt due to a 
shortage ‘of cash of both the 
janisers and the _ circult. 
Another Belgian, Pat Duffele 
ff Philip Mc Europe, 
was also involved in the deal 
and had the co-operation. of 
Texaco who are also based in 
Brussels 


Ingliston up 
prize money 


Scotcircults Lid and the Scottish 
Motor Racing Club recently pub: 
lished their regulations for Inglis 
ton this year. Famous for lls 
local championships Ingliston has 
surpassed all previous records by 
announcing a 60 per cent increase 
in the championship prize fund. 

The same successful format of 
meetings, restricted meetings 
with occasional special events of 
national status, is being repeated 
for the six meetings. The feature 
races this year will be a round 
of the Super Saloon champion 
ship, a speciat Team Challenge 
Face for Clubmen's Super Sports 
and a round of the Castrol Gi 
Championship. 

‘Championships are being run 
for special saloons, libre cars, FF, 
sports and GT, mod sports and 
production saloons. It is neces- 
Sary to register for these cham- 
Pionships and to recelve details 
of the generous travelling 
allowances. "Competitors. should 
Contact. Alan Lamb, National 
Bank Chambers, Duns, Berwick 
shire. A. Most Promising Driver 
Award is being instituted to 
distribute the registration fees of 
all the championship. 


Ganley in 
Ensign 


There will be two Ensign FI 
cars at the Silverstone Inter: 
national Trophy this weekend 
Rikki von Opel will of course be 
one of the drivers while Howden 
Ganley will drive the second car 
ona one-off basis only. Ganley 
not be able to do any more 
for the team anyway as 
fs due to start racing the 
from the Spanish GP on 
rds. However he has done a 
Ereat deal of testing for the team 
Over the winter and Mo Nunn 
Intends to use the race for a 
comparison of his two cars. There 
are no plans to run two cars on 
any further occasions. 


Yellow book 
published 


The motor racing bible, the FIA 
Year Book or “yellow” book as 
it is better known, is published 
by Patrick Stephens Ltd this 
week. 


A little later than usual due 
to various crises in the publishing 
world, the book is bigger and 
better than ever, In its seventh 
year it contains 772 pages, 225 
photos and 166 drawings. Con- 
tained in the pages are blo- 
Rraphies of all FIA. graded 
drivers, technical details ‘of all 
the world’s leading racing and 
rally cars, the text of the 1974 
International Sporting Code, in- 
cluding the vital Appendices H 
nd J and the 1974 championship 
regulations. Also included are 
Improved and. better presented 
plans and descriptions of the 
World's leading racing circuits 
ind hillelimb courses, a useful 
rectory section, a 1974 week to 


4 page diary incorporating the 
international racing calendar, 
plus separate rally and hillelimb 


fixture lists, a list of clubs 
organising FIA events throughout 
the world and the 1973 champlon: 
ship results and previous winners, 


The book is in handy pocket 
sized format and divided. Into 
Seven sections on different 
coloured paper for easy reference. 
Price Ix €2.95 and it is available 
at the motor racing bookshops. oF 
from the publishers Patrick 
Stephens Ltd, Thar Hill, Cambridge 
CBS BEL 


Film shows 


The Collegiate Theatre, Gor- 
don Street, London, WC1, will 
be the venue for three days of 
motor sporting films on April 9, 
10 and 11. 

Known as the _ Powermax 
National Motorsport Film Fiesta 
it Is being organised by the Bri 
tish Motorsport Association and 
will include a number of new 
BMA productions. 


Each performance commences 
at 7pm and on April 9 will con- 
sist of motor racing and rally- 
ing films, April 10 ‘historic rac- 
ing. and April 11  motoreycle 
sport. 

Details of these shows and 
tickets for the premiere (75p 
circle and 60p stalls) are obtain- 
able by post from the British 
Motor Sport Association, Don- 
nington, Silver End, Essex, en- 
closing an sae. London tickets 
can be. obtained by personal 
callers to Clarke and Simpson, 
49 Sloane Square, London, SWI, 
or Road Racing Accessories (Hol- 
born), 10/12) Proctor Street, 
Landon, WCL 

Premieres of these programmes 
will also be given in the Mid- 
lands, North, West Country and 
Scotland. 


GRAN PREMIO 
DE ESPANA 


circuito del Jarama 
MADRID 
April 28 


Three World Championship rounds have now taken 
place. Two in South America, one in South Africa and 
now the circus comes to Europe. 

This could be your last chance to book for the first 
European Grand Prix of the year. 

At the time of writing, we have a few seats—but 
only a few—and it’s essential to telephone your book- 
ing 


TOUR MR2—4 DAY WEEKEND VISIT 

from £59 

We have received a few cancellations for this four 
day weekend visit. Depart Friday, April 26th, return 
Monday, April 29th. Flights by scheduled services of 
IBERIA/BRITISH AIRWAYS. 


TOUR MR3—ONE DAY VISIT 
£29 (+ fuel surcharge) 

This flight will now operate from LONDON, GATWICK 
AIRPORT, and will be by jet aircraft of British Cale- 
donian. Only a very few seats remain. You must 
telephone 


MONACO GP—MAY 26th 
Call now for latest availability on all departures. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on (0533) 51211 
or use the coupon below to request a brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send 56 page 1974 Motor Racing Brochure 


Name 


Address 


ara | 


THE HAWKE DL11 


For the REALLY serious: 
Results of Hawke Racing over the March 30/31 weekend. 
30th Oulton Park—Syd Fox 2nd 

31st Brands Hatch—Roy Klomfass 1st 

Silverstone Heat—John Murphy 1st 

Syd Fox 2nd 

Final—Syd Fox 1st 

John Murphy 2nd 

Final—Stewant Lawson 1st 


4 FIRSTS 
3 SECONDS 
2 FASTEST LAPS 
‘1 COMMON DENOMINATOR 


THE HAWKE DLI1 
for turther details of the common denominator contact 
David Lazenby ot 


HAWKE RACING SALES 
‘Swains Factory 
Crane Mead 
Ware, Hertfordshire 


er Tel: Ware 5931/2 


OUR 
MISTAKE 


In last week's issue we stated that the 1973/4 Castrol 
Motor Club Quiz Finals would be held at the Belfry, 
chfield, Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire. 

orry, our mistake. 
The actual address is the Belfry, Litchfield Road, 
Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire. 
The time and date remains the same-3p.m. on 
April 6th. Chairman Noel Edmonds won't 
be the D,J. at the Disco held after the quiz. Who 
knows though, he may get up and do ajig or two. 
For your free tickets apply Mrs Jean Basley, 
Clubs Dept., Castrol House, Pipers Way, Swindon. 
Atleast we got that right last time. 


Pit and Paddock 


Big entry for F2 
Hockenheim round 


‘The second round of the F2 Euro- 
pean championship takes place at 
Hockenheim this weekend and has 
attracted a very big entry. 
Leading the list ls of course 
Barcelona winner and new Fi 
sensation Hans Stuck in the 
Iaegermelster works March and 
team mate Patrick Depailler in 
the Elf car. The recently announ- 
ced Team Harper will be making 
their debut with new March: 
BMWs for David Purley and 
Dieter Quester. Jacques Coulon 

Il be in the Antar car and the 
Brian Lewis cars for Andy Sut 
cliffe and Bill Gubelmann will also 
be present, Other March-BMWs 
‘will be handled by Jacques Laffit, 
Jean-Pierre Paoli, Jo Vonlanthen, 
Dieter Basche, Harald Ert (making 
his F2 debut), Gabriel Serblin, 
Paulo Buzetto, Cosimo Turizio, 
Silvio Moser, Alfred Amweg, 
Masami Kuwashima and Roland 
Salamon. 


The main opposition should 
‘come from the lone works Surtees 
‘TS15 of John Watson. ecause 
of a fire at the Edenbridge factory 
recently progress on the new 
BMW-engined car has been ham: 
pered and so Watson will have 
‘one of last year's cars with Brian 
Hart BDA power. The new car 
will be ready for Pau. A new team 
using Surtees chassis and 


Schnitzer BMW engines will be 
making its debut at the meeting. 
Sponsored by Marlboro Ecuador 
drivers will be Ortega Guillermo 
and Fasto Merlleo whose only 
previous experience in Europe 
resulted in seventh place at Le 
Mans last year in a Porsche 908, 
It is almost certain that Emerson 
Fittipaldi will drive one of these 
cars on occasions due to the Marl- 
boro and Texaco tie up. The only 
other Surtees entered is the ex-de 
‘Adamich TS10 which was driven 
last year by Shagri La. 

Bertil Roos proved extremely 
quick at Barcelona in Fred Opert’s 
Chevron-Hart and he could prove 
pretty formidable at the German 
track. The only other Chevron 
entered is Bob Marsland's new 
‘Astro Turf sponsored B27-Hart. 
There will be just two GRDs, 
Reine Wisell's Pierre Robert 
Schnitzer - powered 273 and 
Claude Bourgoignie’s new 274- 
Hart 

The Elf team will once more 
have four cars. Jean-Pierre 
Beltolse was expected to drive 
fone but he will be at Silverstone 
so they will once more be handled 
by the experienced Jean-Pi 
Jabouille and new boys Michel 
Leclere, Alain Serpaggi and 
Patrick Tambay. The remaining 
entries are two old Brabhams for 
Peter Korder and Jorg Siegrist 


Briefly . 


@ Former Canadian FF cham 
pion David returned to 
this country last week to finalise 
‘an FB car for the Player's Cani 
dian championship, He. will be 
Tuning a works assisted Merlyn 
Mk 21 but has not yet decided 
upon an engine. 
@A slice of history passes this 
‘week with the announcement that 
the Donald Healey Motor Com. 
pany Is for sale, Donald Healey’ 
ye has been well known and 
jected in motor sport for 50 
years. Mr Healey Is to continue 
to be a director of Jensen Motors. 


Starring in the ShellSport Mexico 
race last Sunday was Men Only's 
columnist Fiona Richmond. Why 
can't she do F5000 too? 
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@ The rounds of the BARC 
organised Repco Caravaning 
championship have now been 
settled. Tt opens at Thruxton on 
Easter Monday followed by Silver- 
stone, June 9; Brands Hatch, 
August 11, ‘Castle Combe, 
‘August 26 and Thruxton, Septem- 
ber 22. 

@ Donald McLeod, last year's 
BOC champion in Formula Ford 
and a Grovewood award winner, 
will be having tis first outing this 
weekend in a Formula Atlantic in 
the John Player round at Silver: 
stone. He has arranged to borrow 
the American Consultants 
Brabham BT38 raced last year 
‘once in F2 by David Cole, but 
the arrangement is currently on 
for only about three races. Power 
will come from an RES mill and 
sponsorship from the car's 
owners. 


@ Formula Ford driver John 
Nichols is emigrating to Spain 
where he hopes to organise FF 
races either late this year or 
early in 1975. If anyone is inter- 
ested in racing in Spain they 
should contact him c/o Brenmine 
Securities Ltd, 16 Dowling Street, 
Swindon, Wiltshire. Tel: Swindon 
31378. 


© Derek Bell is the latest instruc 
tor to join up with the ambitious 
SHARP Racing school at Good- 
wood, He will share joint chief 
instructor responsibilities _ with 
fellow Bognor Regis driver David 
Purley. 


GRD-Toyota F3 win 


‘The first round of the Italian F3 
championship took place at the 
tight and twisty Casale circuit 
last wekend and gave GRD and 
the new Novamotor Toyota twin 
cam engine their first win in the 
2litre F3 in the hands of Pedro 
Passadore. 

The race was run in two heats 
and a final and the main oppo- 
Sition to the locals was from Pas- 
sadore and Conny Andersson 
(March). Passadore won the first 
heat in his GRD 374 followed by 
Alesandro Pesenti-Rossi in a 
similar car with Novamotor Ford 
twin cam power, Giorgio Francia 
(March-Nova) 

(GRD-Nova). The second heat 
was won by the Toyota-engined 
March. from 


In the final Passadore won 
again and set a new lap record 
of Im 328 which was 125 
under the 1600 ce time. Proving 
the new Toyota's strength wi 

Cinottl who finished second at 


Reports from Canada suggest 
that a famous lady by the name 
of Xaviera Hollander, well: 
known advice columnist in Pent- 
house and author of The Happy 
Hooker about her experiences in 
the world’s oldest established 
trade, is to sponsor a car in the 
Canadian Formula Atlantic cham- 
pionship this year. 

OBI! Burley will be driving a 
brand new Royale RPIS8 Super 
Vee this year in all the Silver 
Cup rounds sponsored by Anglia 
Polythene of Louth 

@ The new Derek Gardner 
designed Tyrrell Fl car is being 
announced in Paris tomorrow 
(Friday). A full description and 
pictures. will appear in next 
Week's AUTOSFORT. 


Nobody knew qui 
to use at Kyalami last weekend. 


This Goodyear technician put 
odds on the best compound — 
they backed the right one and 
gained their 20th successive win. 


© A round of the John Player 
International Formula Atlantic 
Championship will now be the 
main race at Oulton Park on May 
27. The round scheduled for 
Mallory Park on the same day has 
been postponed to June 23. 

© Pulling power: the recent 
advertisement from Ken Tyrrell 
for a Motorhome driver received 
‘over 300 replies. 


Pedro Passadore — win and 
record. 

then put down a deposit on a 
new GRD. Francia’s March was 
third and Alberto Colombo's. 
GRD fourth. Conny Andersson 
was out of luck. He had gearbox 
trouble in the heat and final and 
did not finish either, 


There’ ‘Ong possibility 
that Mike Hailwood will be 

appearance at 
‘of Man motor: 
cycle TT races, driving the 
Formula 1 Yardley McLaren M23 
around the whole mountain 
course at competitive speeds. Now 
that should be something well 
worth watching. 


© Pete Clark has obtained spon- 
sorship from Stan Robinson's 
Wishart Garage for his Formula 
Ford Crossié-Rowland 25F, in 
which he will mainly concentrate 
on the Northern Formul 

Championships and tal 


drives in a Wisharts 3-litre Capri 
in Group 1 races. 


© Don't forget about the 
BRSCC's Sunday night at Ronni 
Scott's Jazz Club on April 28 
when members are invited to a 
‘Special motor sport evening 
featuring George Melly, John 
Chilton's  Feetwarmers, | Chris 
the Ronnie 
price £2 are 
available from the BRSCC at 
Empire House, Chiswick High 
Road, London W4. 


© The Lincoln MC & LC open 
‘Cadwell Park's season this Sun- 
day with races for Formula 750, 
‘Monoposto and Super Vee (ali 
being championship. rounds) and 
Formula Ford, special saloons and 
formule libre. Most races are 
well - subscribed including 14 
Super Vees with John Morrison, 

"s champion, heading the 


looks favourite for the 
race with Tony Sugden’s similar 
cars as the closest contender. 
Local man Graham Elkinton is 
among the FF entries while Brian 
Jordan heads the Monoposto field 
and John Giles and Don Maynard 
do likewise in the first 750 round 
of the season. The first race 
starts at 2 pm. 


[ a: a; a 
2nd ROUND CASTROL/RAC NATIONAL DRAG RACING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
a 


BLACKBUSHE AIRPORT Symes based 
aor 200 m.p.h. 


PRESENTED BY THE NATIONAL DRAG RACING CLUB 


SUNDAY, APRIL_7th < 
=z "APPEAR, ROADSTER AND MOT ROD SHOW. REFRESHMENTS. 
ACTION STARTS / ae CHILDREN ADMITTED FREE 
Admiaton clan: spit econues, parting pits, VAT. Grandstand sg 


ay: Or: a: 


TAYLOR ACCRINGTON DATSUN 
LANCS AUTO CLUB 


invites entries for 


RACE MEETING 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 1974. 
Formula Ford—GT/Sports racing—F.750 
Formule Libre—Mod Sports—Special saloons 
Regs from : Dr S. B. Foulds, 131 Gatley Road, 
Gatley, Cheadle, Cheshire. 


WOOD-JEFFREYS 
AUTDELECTRIC B= ING 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD. 

HENDY LENNOX (Southampton) Ltd. MaHAGED ay. Cane, 
FORMER TEAM SURTEES TEAM MANAGER 

mae ZZ °1: FOR YOUR RS2000 


RALLYE SPORT DEALER 
CAPRI RS 3100, NEW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 3-LITRE CAPRI OR MEXICO 
WHITE, BLACK UPHOLSTERY WHITEGATE DRIVE, BLACKPOOL 
STARDUST, LACK UPHOLETERY 
Tel: Blackpool (0253) 63337 
MEXICO AND RS 2000 FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
Tel: Chandler's Ford (04216) 2901 


lye Sport Centre 
Southampton (0703) 38211 


CENTAUR Sec cso GT 
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Pit and Paddock 


Yarborough’s 
Atlanta 500 


Cale Yarborough won the 
Atlanta 500 NASCAR race on 
March 21 averaging 136.910 mph 
he took his Junior Johnson-pre 
pared KarKare Chevrolet to a 
32.3 win over David Pearson's 
Purolator Mercury. Pearson had 
qualified his Woods brothers car 
On pole, racing the Mercury for 
the first time with the smaller 
Gelitre engine installed, for chis 
was the first race run under 
NASCAR's latest carburetter 
restrictor plate regulations. The 
new rules severely restrict the 
intake capacity of the larger 7. 
litre engines and the general con- 
census of opinion is that the 
smaller engine will soon rule the 
roost in NASCAR, As it was, 
Pearson was easily the fastest 
man at Atlanta but he was 
forced to make one extra fuel 
stop which enabled Yarborough 
to take a comfortable lead with 
55 of the 328 laps around the 
1.S-mile oval remaining. 

Buddy Baker returned to the 
NASCAR circult in fine form and 
took ‘third place on the very 
last lap, bringing his “74 Chevy 
home one lap behind Yarborough. 
George Follmer finished fourth, 
fosing third to Baker when his 
Glitre RC Cola Ford ran out of 
fuel just before the flag. This 
was Follmer's best finish to date 
nd follows a brace of very good 
showings in the past three short 
track events 

‘Donnie Allison and Richard 
Petty found their respective fuel 
consumption to be too high and 
they slipped to fifth and sixth 
positions, Allison's DiGard Chevy 
was two laps behind while 
Petty’s STP Dodge finished three 
laps down, 

"This was the sixth NASCAR 
Grand National of the season and 
it was Yarborough’s third win. 
He and Petty are now level peg- 
ging for the NASCAR points lead, 
well clear of the rest. 
© Forward Engineering are now 
specialising exclusively in the 
‘overhaul and repair of high per- 
formance Jaguar engines. Enquir- 
tes should be addressed to Ron 
Beatty, Forward Engineering, 
Balsall Common, near Coventry. 
‘Tel: Berkswell 33484. 


Championship 
positions 


Walker’s 
plans 


In addition to his GRD FB races 
in Canada Dave Walker confirmed 
this week that he will be driving 
fone of German Jorg Obermoser's 
extensively modified Schnitzer 
BMW powered GRD sports cars 
In the whole of the European 2 
litre championship. Obermoser 
will also. be the 

The German has also bought 
an F2 March-BMW and Walker 
may drive this in a number of 
races at the end of the year 
when the FB series finishes. He 
Will also be doing the testing 
and development work on the 
GRD V6 F5000 car. 


Falconer Design, Dennis Falconer's body design company and 
Novamotor agent Chuck McCarty have recently produced a body con: 
Version kit for Brabham 8140s and BT4Is, This includes a front 
Fadiator conversion kit and new banana” wing. Further details 
from MeCarty (01-977 9869) or Falconer (01-672 2546). Below is the 
SheliSport/Ronnie Scott's Club Mexico which will be campaigned 
this year by Scott himself and John Stevens. 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


OA CHRIST ! HAVE You BEEN UP To. 
BRABHAMS TALKING ABOUT 
AEROFOULS AGAIN 2 
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AY The really big ones this Easte1 
are at Oulton Park on Good Friday anc 

> EY Brands on Easter Monday 
a Fabulous Rothmans 5000 heads the bill fo. 
each with a score or more of close-fighting 500 HPrecord 
breaking monsters wrestling against the lion-taming tech 
Wo niques of drivers like Gethin, Redman, Hobbs, McRae 
Edwards, Schuppan, Wilds, Ashley and the tigress hersel 

Lella Lombardi 
And at Oulton there's also a sizzling Castrol Grout 
One International with a giant pack of Camaros facing < 
tough threat from the nimble Dolomites. 

Snetterton on Sunday has a fabulous 30-ca 
entry for the John Player 100 KM Atlantic contest anc 
joins Mallory's Monday event in staging the first 
ever races for Superloons 

=a It's value and ex 
citement all the way thi: 
Easter wherever you g¢ 


THIS CASTER 


Brands Hatch 
Oulton Park 
Mallory Park 
Snetterton 


eennDs HATCH 15th APRIL 


3 Bot 
nfo. Also wo Triplex Production Saloon Car Ra 
: Shell SPORT Clubmans rour fir 

SheliSPORT Colebrity Winn 


MALLORY PARK 15th wt 


Inthe Simoni 


OULTON PARK 12th poe 


A top-entry Champi: eeting w 
Rothmans 5000 Championehin 


uffand 
e Lombard North 


ott will 


ip while 
Gandy Brakes Trophy. 


SNETTERTON 14th APRIL 


Your at-a-glance Easter holiday racing guide 


BRANDS HATCH 


OULTON PARK 


MALLORY PARK 15th April? 2.30 p. a FHS act 
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SNETTERTON 


15th April 2.30 x from 9,00 am 


ira. Free park - 


ae April 2.00 p.m. Practic e and Formula 
1eats on Thurs. 11th fro 9.30 a.m. 
dren SOp ; Stands BO 


maiosk 


0 a.m. 
de 505 


from 


Reserved enclosure: 


14th April 2.00 m. Practice from 9.00 a.m. 
n20p ; Stands & 


All Easter meetings organised by the BRSCC 
The promoters reserve the right. without notice. 10 make any alteration to the race programme. 


SOUTH AFRICAN GP 


Reutemann’s luck holds 
out this time for Brabham 


By PETE LYONS 
Photographs by DAVID PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC 
Race Data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


Carlos Reutemann, who had led all four of the first events this year, again went into the 
lead at Kyalamt last Saturday, and this time he stayed there all the way to the winner's fa 
Driving at quite an unflustered pace, he had only Niki Lauda to deal with. The Ferrari driver 
had started from pole —the first of his FI career—and led the first nine laps, Then the 
Argentino got into his stride and outbraked the Austrian into Crowthorne corner. Thereafter, 
Lauda hung on within a couple of seconds, driving as hard as he knew how until late In 
the race when his oll pressure began to falter and then finally he stopped at the rosd- 
side with his ignition failed. Earlier Clay Regazzoni had retired from x comfortable, 
although unthreatening, third place when his oll pressure dropped as well. Thus Reutemann 
was left all alone to nurse a severe case of tyre imbalance to an. excellent first win for 
himself, for Bernie Eeclestone’s Brabham team, and Gordon Murray's fine little BT- 

But as good, well-deserved, and popular a victory as it was, the outstanding drive of the 
race was Jean-Pierre Beltoise’s charge up through the field from 12th place. Overtaking car 
after car, Mike Pilbeam's fleet and steady new BRM P201 ended up a fine second overall 
after a run that earned Beltoise the Siffert award from the journalists, the grateful thanks of 
Firestone, and a huge happy smile from Tim Parnell. 

xcepting the superior speed of the first (wo race leaders, ( was as close and as tense a 
‘asthe practice times had suggested. The grid pattern was extraordinary, with Carlos 
1es on the front row and Arturo Merzario’s Iso third quickest, and the times of 

the first 1d cars were all within 1s, At the first corner there was a multiple shunt in 
Which the Lotus team eliminated Itself, although nobody was hurt. Fighting over the place 
behind Regazzoni, who only just kept clear, was a nose-to-tall string of 10 drivers: Scheckter, 
/00d, Depailler, Hulme, Merz: Ye and Stuck, all forcing 

ing each other, running together for most of the distance until towards the 
IY. everyone suffering (like the winner) from severely vibrating wheels they 

‘finishing order. The results emphasise what an unpredictably competitive 

FI season this is turning out to be, with Hailwood, Depailler, Stuck and Merzario all gaining 

sand staying in sight of each other and finishing within 22 s of Beltolse, easily on the 
3D. The positions In the World Championship tell the story even more vividly, for 
fifth distance Reggazont still leads with 10 points, but right behind with nine each 


are four men: Hulme, Fittipaldi, Hailwood and Reutemann — and Beltoise has eight 
America, and was intended mainly as a run. 
ENTRY & PRACTICE ning comparison of the new model JPS/9. 
a Tere were. of course, two of these — the 
The team with the most advanced cars (the second is called JPS/10, although in 10 years’ 
retically), the team with the quickest drivers Hans will call Kt Lotus 76-2— 
(reputedly), the team who were defending a drivers Ronnie Peterson and 
Constructor’s Championship (undisputedly) ions winner Jacky Ickx. 


were the team who had the most evil fortune Since the introduction of the JPS/9 and 
at Kyalami. Generally, for everyone else, the after extensive testing both in Britain and in 
Practice sessions and the race itself were South Africa — which went virtually ‘without 
remarkably free of mechanical misadventure; a hitch—the original design was’ modified 
all the bad luck available for the weekend only slightly. The nose pieces of both cars 

down like a great gloomy bird on top were remounted a few inches farther forward, 

the Team Lotus pit. They had a running which not only moved the canard wings that 
spare car, the only team so equipped, but even much more ahead of the front wheels but also 
that gave trouble. This was John Player created an air gap between nose and main 
Special chassis type 72 number 8, in exactly body which tended to extract air from under 
the same trim as it had competed in South the nose. ‘The original pedal layout of /9, 


The moment of truth as Reut 


' eet 


10 


World Championship/ 


round 3 
which had two brake pedals growing from 
fone pivat so as to offer left foot braking 


regardless of the steering column, was modi 
fied to the extent that the left-foot pedal had 


been sawn off and grafted on to a cross 
shaft ina new position to the left of the 
Clutch pedal. The clutch pedal was thus 


angled towards the middle of the footwell, $0 
that reading from right to left the driver had 


available a throttle, a brake, a clutch, another 
brake (working, of course, the same brake 
system) and a footrest, Meanwhile, on /10 
Tekx had nothing more than. a conventional 
three-pedal system with no electric actuation 
of the clutch. He seems to agree it's a good 
idea, and has his road-going Elan plus 2 80 
fitted ‘now, but as Kyalamt. practice showed 
the system still has bugs and Jacky seems 


to be entirely willing to let Ronnie sort them 


by himself | 


‘What went wrong with the electric elutch 
system was manifold, Flest of all, in. first 
practice, the starter motor failed. This is in: 


faied into the system in such a way that 
Funning in reverse it keeps up pressure in the 
clutch "hydraulic system. It looks to 

trong motor, and in fact is specially made, 


and only runs intermittently, but when during, 
Preparation someone used it constantly to 
the hydraulic system it apparently erled 


a, ‘That somehow 
that whenever the 


Sut in protest. and di 


created ash 


Griver thumbed the release button 
gearchange lever the entire racin 

It took a long time to get at the starter 
motor to change it; then in second practice 
(till ‘on the first day) one of the suspension 
mountings on the rear c 
Cracked. Ronnie thereupon took out the spare 
car. the 72—only to come rushing back in 
With the cockpit’ fire extinguisher blasting 


Cold mist all over him. Finally out again in 


the “0 the engine began blowing out allt 
water, and whe saw. the oll. pressure 
Grop Ronnis shut it off and finished the first 


day's practice standing atop one of his tyres 
watching everybody else drive through the 
Esses. Next day was no more successful, He 


man's Brabham passes Lauda’s Ferrari for the lead of the South African GP. 
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factually got in only four good flying 
Because the new engine developed a” high: 
speed misfire. 

‘While all this was going on Ickx was 
having better mechanical luck, but still did 
comparatively few laps because the handling 
was really off and he kept having things 
altered. Both he and Peterson were suffering 
‘an. initial extreme understeer, which could 
‘only be killed by extreme provocation into 
power-oversteer —Jacky was even searching 
Gut dusty areas on the entrance to corners 
upon which to “lose” the tail. The resulting 
behaviour around the track was extremely 
entertaining to. watch but very untidy, a 
Ronn’e noted from high on his perch. “ Jacky’ 
car looks terrible, it’s all over the road. 1 
guess it’s the 72 for me. Darn it... every: 
thing was 50 nice in testing.” 

But he didn’t use the 72 for the race (des: 
pite having a better time in it). Both drivers 
persevered with the 76s, thelr team organised 
& special half-hour unofficial session following 
the final timed practice, and they made full 
luge of the race morning warm-up hour. By 
patient trial and error Ralph Bellamy  im- 
Proved the cars and gained understanding of 
his tricky mew design; the test programme 
included trying the effects of different rear 
wings, running with a single rear wing in 
Stead of the double set up, different length 
front wings, different torsion bars and anti 
roll bars, different sizes of wheel and tyre 
at both "ends, ‘On race morning the 
xctric clutch was still giving trouble, so the 
‘mechanics finally removed the whole system 
for the race. Bellamy says everyone — 
all the top. brass, anyway,’ 
Vinced of its Importance and a new system 
Will be designed. 

Mechanically much more fortunate were 
the Elf Tyrrell twins, Jody Scheckter trying 
not to be overwhelmed by his idolatrous loc 
press and Patrick Depailler. Their familia 
Unaltered cars 006/2 and 005 were unfor- 
tunately less pleasing in the handling depart 
ment, and both drivers spent all of practice 
lurching around the circuit in horrible over 
steers, Jody was able to describe this suc- 
cinetly ; Patrick said merely, 


in teams arrived at Kyalami 
witha lot of justified confidence. Masters of 
the first two Grands Prix of the year, and re- 
‘calling that the M23 had gone so well here 
Tast year, Marlboro Team Texaco approached 
first practice in two ways. Denny Hulme’s 
M23/6 was set up identically to last year, 
even to original wheelbase, rear track width, 
chisel-nose piece and older style rear aerofoil, 
But something wa 
ike it, and all during 
‘Thursday he spent more time “ popping" one 
‘of tyres after another than anything else. 
‘After he had destroyed at least four co 
plete sets, bubbles building up in the rubber 
due to the heat generated, he gave up and 
for the second day his car was put on to the 
same Brands Hatch settings as Emerson Fitti- 
paldi's (M23/5) and the Yardleymac of Mike 
Hailwood (23/1) 

"This. newer configuration worked better, 
although finally all three drivers chose the 
older, wider chisel-nose rather than the 
pointed one seen at Brands, and once every- 
Gne had settled on the newer, taller 28 in 
tyres they were all pretty happy. 

‘So too were the Brabham team, Carlos 
Reutemann and Richard Robarts back in 
the pair of BT44s used in South America 
(Nos'l and 2) which had been changed only 
minutely — they did have new rear sprin 
wound of tapered wire for a progressive 
fate, and Reutemann’s was fitted with its un- 
derside inch-deep air dams. On the first day 
Carlos did his best time which, once the 
timekeepers were made to agree to it, was 
third. best of the day. For the second prac- 
tice the engine was changed but this was a 
brand new unit and very tight and hence low 
‘on power—in fact it stayed tight and not 
even the race distance loosened it up. How- 
ever, the cat's handling was satisfactory ; the 
team chose 26 in tyres. Robarts, restricted 
somewhat in choice of tyres, still’ progressed 
personally, he felt. 
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Shortly after the start, Lauda leads Reutemann with Rega: 


ide, pursued by Scheckter, Fittipaldi and Me 


Sat 


factory was the word in the March 
ge 100, as both 741s were running reli 
ably and handling well and both drivers, Hans 
Stuck and  Beta-tools sponsored newcomer 
Vittorio Brambilla, were quite happy. The 
Mtallan did get into a bit of trouble at one 
point, shredding his bright orange nose and 
thumping a couple of suspension corners on 
a guardrail, but he did get on with learning 
‘about Fl with spirit. and Max Mosley was 
disposed to be complimentary about him. He 
didn’t have to be complimentary about Stuck, 
for the rest of the circus were doing that for 
him, and it was interesting to hear other 
drivers beginning to ask, “ How "bout Stuckie, 
how's he doing then?" In company with 
many other men the young German was driv. 
Ing with visible fire— Peterson and Ickx, 
Scheckter and Depailler, Hunt, Pace, Pes: 
carlo and Migault, and also lan Scheck' 
were all throwing. their cars around with 
spectacular tail-happy confidence which, if it 
didn’t indicate perfect handling and quickest 
technique, nevertheless, was grand to watch ! 
Sand Stuck was right in with them all. But 
at the same time it was noticeable how 
smooth he was, how precisely controlled were 
fall his cockpit” movements, and once he 
planted his right foot at ‘the apex of a 
Corner it stayed hard down with no wavering. 
His seventh best grid time, 0.48 off pole 
position, was deserved. 

‘The Ferraris didn’t look 
but they were. As in the 
year, both Clay Regazzoni and 


ki Lauda 
were able to get the much-revised B3 through 
corners with great economy of style. The 


power goes on hard very early, scarcely after 
the driver first bends into the corner, and 
Stays on hard and steady. Lauda noted that 
his team had not elected to come down to 
South Africa for testing as had “everyone 
else," and “I was very worried about it.” He 
Worried too that, although the speeds on the 
Straight (with almost no wing angle) matched 
those of the good Ford powered cars, the 
VBs got out of the corners and along the 
first 50 metres much more quickly. But his 
worries disappeared in the signals flashed 
to him early in the first day's practice. One 
minute 1658 s was not a quick time com- 
pared to last year (Hulme's pole with 1m 
16.28 s) but it was quick this year in a gener- 
ally deteriorated situation—nobody knew why 
but everybody was slower unless their cars 
were vastly better than last year. It was 
quick enough so that nobody else ever quite 

iched it, and although in the last few 
minutes of iast practice Niki went out cruising 
to be ready just in case, his previous day's 
time remained good enough for his first Fl 
pale. 


ni trying to scrape by on the 


Another car that looked _ particularly 
steady Inthe comers was the compact new 
BRM P201. Its race debut proved that right 
away BRM, after a long period of stolid un- 


happiness, ‘have something going for them. 
Other drivers agreed with both the onlookers 
and Jean-Pierre Beltoise that Pilbeam's new 
concept was very easy to handle and wi 
fast up the straight as well. Although the 
Vi2 fitted was a. particaularly good one 
was not the planned new unit, and so it we 
the chassis that was doing ali the work and 
putting Beltoise joint Lith fastest within that 
magic one second bracket 

‘The other two BRMs were the ageing 
P160s, Nos 10 and 09, and unaltered for 
Henri Pescarolo and Francois Migault. Their 
relatively much lower grid placings reflected 
the superiority of the new de ihich gave 


teething troubles than they did—an 
I problem, some overheating, a punc- 


ture—and although Pescarolo too had over- 
heating and elected not to try to break into 
the 17 = and Migault lost some time brushing 
8 guardrail they generally had a fairer go at a 
cod time than did the team leader 

‘The Bang & Olufsen Matchbox Surte 
Finas started out in a very promising way. 
Early on Carlos Pace put in a remarkable 1m 
16.63 s which was quickest of the first day 
until the timekeepers were appraised of 
Lauda's best. Still it remained good enough 
for the front row, and Team Surtees, who 
have been grinding away with unremitting 
patience at one trouble after another, were 
Mt last seeing the rewarding light at the end 
Of the tunnel, They were less happy to find 
themselves unable to repeat Pace's time on 
the second day, and, although it was a general 
tale of woe, the driver felt things had deterior- 
ated in the handling. A case of initial under- 
steer giving over to vicious new overstecer 
had cropped up, and this also affected Jochen 
Mass” sorting of his brand new, fourth, TS16, 
But everyone, both inside the team and with: 
out, were pleased to note excellent mechanical 
reliability all through the weekend. 

Detail neatening had been 


hhad been angled around s0 as to lie just paral- 
lel to the car's axis and the awkward-look- 
ing bulge above them had been eliminated. 
‘There was a new, neater rear wing mounting 
as well, and the roll-over bar had been 
lowered’ more to. the driver's scale—looks 
like Frank Williams has decided to keep 
him! In fact Williams was on the point of 
pture about little Art’s performance, for 
despite a duff engine that persisted in fluffing 
‘out of the comers the car was only about a 
Second off the best time of the first day. 
Give me a new motor, promised Arturo, and 


" 


Yl give you the front row. And he so very 
nearly did, His 1 m 16.79 5 was second on the 
second day only to Lauda's “cruising.” and 
ranked better than Regazzoni and Stuck, who 
were the only other drivers to break into 
the 16s. Still, he said, the engine wasn’t 
right, pulling only 10,200. revs—" but the 
handiing, she is fantastic!” All the while the 
Dane Tom Belso was getting on with his FI 
debut, using the original and now rather 
tired "FWOL, not making many visible mis 
takes although “it's oversteering like hell.” 
Gearbox problems also cut Into much of his 
practice. 

jave Charlton, the South African perennial, 
was voluably displeased with his ex-works 
(hort WB) McLaren M23/2. “It's handling 
bloody awfull™ he said, straight and clear. 

've ot it set like Emerson's because | could 
never drive it like Denny likes his. He likes 
to just ‘steamroller’ a corner, with none of 
this sliding about, but I like to hang it out, 
The trouble now is it wants to hang out more 
than I do!” But would he like to go back to 
his old Lotus 72, which Lucky Strike and 
Aldo Scribante had farmed out to John 
McNicol—although it couldn't be prepared 
in time for the GP? “Uh—no, I guess not. 
Ta have to run them both on the same day 
to choose between them.” 

Hesketh Racing had come to the relatively 
simple, long-straight Kyalami circuit with a 
Breat deal” of confidence. They had not 
expected to go at all well on the tight, bumpy 
Brands Hatch surface—but there they were 
‘on the pole, At Kyalami they should... . But 
the best laid plans of Lords are a lot like those 
of mice and men, Confoundingly, the car was 
‘not quick on the straight. It did handle very 
well in the corners, James Hunt being easily 
fable to take flat the very fast swerves—but £0 
Harvey Postlethwaite’s mind that meant they 
were “running too much wing. We keep back- 
Ing the wing off and we keep going faster, 
‘but now we've come to the end of the adjust 
ment.” The next means of adjustment was the 
tinsnip method, and a great strip of the up- 
turned trailing edge was chopped away. That 
helped, and so did flattening the profile with 
added’ bits of metal supported by sponge 

by the end of practice, 
ime was rather start. 
Gust Inside that 
had picked up to the 
although Hunt was cornering with 
powerslides, the car was noticeably 
dy, it was ‘reasonably quick on the 
straight, “and now we do have something we 
can go’ into the race with.” As with most 
teams, the reliability of the new Hesketh, 
actually making its GP debut, was good: 
there was no need to unscrew the lid of the 
large featureless packing case inside of which 
was 308-2 all complete and ready to be bolted 
together. 
1e Embassy Lola was the second chassis, 
‘equipped like the earlier one at Brands 
with the. detail lightening modifi. 
by the close of practice not only had it 
performed reliably, Graham Hill was reason. 
ably pleased with it. “Although it’s a bit 
inconsistent it feels quite nice. 1 do think 1 
would have been able to go quicker just at 
the end, but a damned little washer came 
loose in the gearchange.” Like several other 
teams using both brands, Hill's tyres were 
trying to rotate on the wheel rims. For this 
sort of trouble the motorcycle world has long 
since worked out fixes, but for automobile 
people they either don’t work—like carving 
notches in the inside of the rim to grip the 
tyre bead—or they seem too desperate—like 
drilling little holes for little screws the points 
of which grip the rubber. The Hill men did 
set to with quick-setting epoxy and actually 
tried glueing the tyres in place (not an 
entirely undesperate measure in itself!) but 
then the tyre technicians nixed that scheme. 
They explained that it was essential that the 
sidewall be completely free to flex. So the 
Lola, like every other car, went into the race 
with its wheels almost certain to go out of 
balance. 

John Watson in the Hexagon Brabham was 
driving particularly crispy, which was reflected 
by his grid place. 

Last-on the entry list were three South 
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Jean-Pierre Beltoise on his way to a sensational second place with the BRM P20! 


Africans, two of them making thelr GP 
debuts. The Gunston team had taken over 
the two ex-works Lotus 72s, chassis 6 and 
7, painted them the orange of the well- 
sed car's third cigarette brand, and entered 
them for Jody's older brother lan Scheckter 
and the evergreen Paddy Driver. Nothing but 
the colour had been changed, and the pai 
Set about finding all about the cars they will 
Use ‘Inthe season's nine race national FI 
championship. Like most newcomers who step 
into an Fl from smaller cars, lan remarked 
that the first thing he noticed was not the 
power but the weight “You just can't seem 
to do the things with these that you can 
with an F2. But there does seem to be a lot of 
power there, too, and it'll probably take us 
about five races to get completely comfort 
able with it. But do you know, 1 heard that 
Peterson said the other day that he figures 
there isn't enough power in Formula One 
nowadays! 

Finally on the list was another Embassy 
car, Alex Blignaut’s own Tyrrell 004 painted 
bright and fresh, fitted this year with the 
latest Goodyears, a new wing, an ex-Hesketh 
airbox, and the cheerful Tiger-Wheeler Eddie 
Kelzan. As none of the South Africans ha 
been able to even test a racing car for half a 
year, because of the fuel-shortage ban, Eddie 


like three of his four compatriots was deter. 

ined to take things easily and play himself 
In for the season ane 

On the ever important tyre front, there 
seemed to be more unrest than so far this 
year. A comparison of lap times. between 
last year and this showed that not only we 
the grid more closely bunched, it was slower. 
Although changes in driver staffs and chassl 
made inter-brand comparison chancy, if the 
loss of lap speed was in any way due to 
tyres (it could also have to do with restricted 
Wings—nobody seems to know) then Firesto 
might have lost a bit less. Certainly Good- 
year, who In South America seemed to have 
Settled on the new, approximately 28 In od 
rear tyre size, were this time offering also 
covers. made in the older, 26in od. size, 
Most drivers tried both and ‘came to a cholee 
based on how their particular cars behaved, 
but what it demonstrated is that the answe! 
are perhaps ever more elusive than ever. It 
is in the area of rubberware that the most 
experimentation in Fl is happening—and a 
good thing it is that the two firms are takini 
Such an expensive interest. Some entrants find 
the constant alterations annoying, but the 
end result must be good for all 

Practice itself had not gone quite 
planned, Initially there were to be three hours 


Merzario was troubled with a duff engine in the race while he leads Hulme and Pace, 
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Hans Stuck's fast-growing reputation as “the new find 


place in South Africa. 


gained further support with a fifth 


Mike Hallwood sweeps through one of the Kyalami corners on his way to third. 


fon each of Wednesday and Thursday, but as 
the time for the first session came up a 
survey was taken and only five marshals 
Were found on the job. Besides that a couple 
of the more. concerned drivers, inspecting 
falterations to the scene of the fatal crash of 
Peter Revson, criticised the scantiness of the 
new catch fencing and the sharp end of one 
Ruardrail where its preceeding section had 
been removed. When the sky over the high 
prairie blacked over, the jagged lightning 
triggered off # torrential rainstorm and every. 
one gave up and went home. ‘That shifted 
official practice on to Thursday and also Fri- 
day, which was originally to have been a 
free, of at least unofficial day. 

The thing wasn't resolved yet, though, for 
there were lots of supporting racers to cater 
for and the Friday was supposed to offer only 
90 m for the GP cars. Team Lotus, in dire 
strife, argued for a second session, but all 
they won finally was a half hour, slotted in 
right at the end of the daylight, and untied. 
(In the end, as it turned out,’ nearly every 
‘one else took advantage of this too!) 

‘A combination of unusual factors seemed to 
gather tension about the coming race. The 
most intriguing was the remarkable close- 
ness of the grid: the fact that the 14 fastest 
times were “set over two days, and that 
several if not most of the drivers managed 
to be fast. only on one day or another, 
‘merely created more speculation about what 
We would see in the race. The circuit seemed 
to change sa much even from hour to hour 
—who could predict which car would have 
the right set up at the hour of the race? As 
the one hour warm-up went by in the morning, 
just about every team went out with both 
cars frantically using every minute to try 
tweaks and experiments—even though the 
sky at that hour was overcast and the air 
cool, whereas it was thought the day would 
turn’ hot, Even Tyrrells were out in full 
force, which was distinctly unusual, and the 
Lotus team ended up with their two cars set 
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up on different diameter tyres. Ferrari, though, 
relaxed in their garage. They were confident 
The quickest (unofficial) times that morning 
were set by Peterson and Stuck at | m 173s 
Was this a forecast of what the men nearer 
the back would do at 2.30 pm? 


RACE 


Many people, 


speculating about the sort 
of race we would see, felt for once that the 
prospect was for a really tight, bitter carve 
tp in the best F3 tradition. There was an 
anticipation that the man who drove smoothly. 
conserving both his tyres and himself, would 
come out best at the end of a long, hot day 
But Bernie Ecclestone, who had lost_ once 
already that weekend, and who noted Reute- 
man’s comments that the engine still seemed 
tight and down on power, was girding him: 
self for a disappointing day 

What he had lost was a game of cards 
with John Goosens, the Texaco chief. The 
stakes were, as Bernie told it, a set of 
stickers. He lost, and to Goosens went the 
satisfaction of placing bright red-and-white 
emblems on both Brabhams. The Belgian, of 
course, denied the whole thing. “That Bernie! 
T wish’ he wouldn't invent these stories. The 
truth is, he came to me and said, since he 
purchases all his oll and petrol from us, the 
very least we could do would be to give him 
some free stickers. I do hope that story of 
his never gets to New York. 

it had ‘turned warm and ‘sunny by race 
time, and a light’ breeze from the SE—a 
headwind roughly along the all-important 
main straight. With the rather shambolic 
Starts experienced in South America fresh 
in memory, the GPDA had worked out a 
modified starting procedure along lines sug- 
gested in Sweden last summer. Everyone lined 
Up on the normal grid, then with a few 
minutes to go they all started engines and 
drove around the entire 2.55 miles in a bunch. 


They were not held in formation by a pace 
car, but the idea was that the front men 
would control their GP impulses and take it 
easily enough so the last men wouldn't get 
left behind. The front row in fact did just 
that, Lauda pacing everyone from the last 
corner (Leeukop) in bottom gear, but. there 
was still a palpable delay on the final grid 
While the last rows got into position, Niki 
was actually waving his arms in the air try 
Ing to induce the man with the flag to drop 
it; engines were beginning to boil and several 
men were beginning to feel their clutches 
drag 
Tt was a clean start at last, and a full 
scale Grand Prix start, with the second. row 
trying to make it a foursome on the front 
row. But Lauda, the responsibility of his first 
pole in his mind, disproved the traditional 
theory about Ferraris being too heavy with 
fuel on the startline and made a perfect 
start. Everything, revs, throttle feed, clutch, 
everything, was just right, and he brought 
off all the gear changes just right, and arrived 
far down the long hill into Crowthorne well 
ahead. He says he had a chance to say to 
himself, “Well done, Niki", before piling 
down into the corner. Reutemann had himself 
come bursting through from. the opposite 
Side of the grid, and the white Brabham was 
shoving up closely behind the Ferrari. There 
were several others who had made super 
‘among them Hunt who had frankly—he 
jed it—been optimistic about the Instant 
of flagfall and now he was all the way up 
to fifth behind Scheckter and Regazzont 
Hard behind these the whole starting fleld, 
packed tight together, spread out wide across 
the track, four if not five abreast; there was 
even someone over on the right aide of th 
road on the ribbed "discouraging strip” 
entering the corner. The tyres and aerofoils 
had hurted up a huge pall of dense brown 
dust, in the middle of which suddenly things 
didn't seem quite right. Peterson's black 
4PS, its throttles jammed, was sliding with 
Wheels locked straight on, and. its left front 
wheel crunched into the’ right side of Its 
teammate JPS just ahead of the radiator. 
Both cars lagged there, bits of debris and 
other ‘cars swirling around them, although 
somehow no one else got directly involved. 
However Mass, finding himself headed right 
into the angle formed by the two black cars, 
braked as hard as he could, and BANG— 
Pescarolo rammed him. F3 race indeed, 
Happily (remembering this same corner last 
year) it all stopped at that. All four. cars 
were damaged, and the first three eventually 
retired as a cause of it, while Pescarolo 
carried on to the finish after having his nose- 
plece replaced. Peterson, hig steering dam- 


aged, retired after an exploratory. lap; Mass 
did the same on toam orders after making 
Sure the chassis felt all right—so much time 


hhad been lost there was no point in contin 
Ing, Ickx did continue, but in an intermittent 
manner. Team Lotus did agree there was no 
Sense in eacing any more, so they took the 
opportunity of “carrying out a testing pro- 
gramme.” Ickx éried various tweaks, came In 
and reported on them, went out again, and 

1 "until our test programme came to an 
‘That's Australian, for the brake balance 
was bad and couldn't be fixed. 

‘Add in the clutch failures of both poor 
Belso and Driver, who also had a puncture, 
and one has nearly completed the list of 
retirements in this rather trouble-free race. 
Watson did have a front wheel bearing 
collapse, after holding his own in close com- 
pany; with that fixed a fuel union came loose 
and the engine died as if switched off 

‘But out at the front, hold your breath, here 
they come already, it was really a GP. Lauda 
still held the point, snicking the red Ferrari 
firmly into top and arcing right across the 
crack toward the pits, ripping by close under 
the wall (in its partial protection from the 
wind) at 275 kph. Reutemann was already a 
bit behind, not looking like staying with him; 
then came Regazzoni still, and. Scheckter, 
and Hunt and a long, weaving, slipstreaming 
line of all the rest, all up tight together and 
hurtling by ia a hurricane of wind and a blur 
of colour. Wow. This was motor racing with 
the accent on the motor. 
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Reutemann continued to lag back little by 
little for three or four laps: it was possible 
to begin thinking about Niki Lauda's first GP 
win—a runaway. But, said Carlos later, he 
was merely taking it easy, “I was not just 
right at the beginning, I was not feeling che 
grip of my car.” The feel came to him after 
a few minutes, and then he began to win 
back the lost "ground, The gap shrank, he 
began pulling over behind Lauda on the rush 
by the pits to stay in the slipstream, and 
down at the bottom of the hill, entering 
Crowthorne for the tenth time, he darted 
down to the inside and ZAP! Easy as that 
he was through to the lead. He quickly took 
away about a second and a half, but Lauda, 
pulling all stops, stabilised the gap at that 

were they settled, running hard into a long 


afternoon. 
The pair of leaders had the legs of everyone 
else. Regazzoni kepe them in sight for a 


while, but gradually there was more to watch 
in the struggle behind him. He had opened 
airspace on Scheckter, who was still holding 


off Hunt, Fittipaldi, “Hailwood, Depailler, 
Merzarioy’ Hulme, Pace, Beltoise and Stuck 
All of these were nose to tail, running hard 


in each other's slipstream, bur not quite 
ready as yet to overtake, They. all seemed 
absolutely equal in performance. Ten of them. 
Incredible, As some had dared to hope, it 
was turning into a fantastic race. It was not 
exactly exciting, it Was rather tense. It was 
Boing to be hard and hot, and like an Ameri 
ean stock car race it was going to go down 
40 the "end gam 

After a while, 


what began to alter the 
relationships was the onset of wheel im- 
balance striking into the field. It affected 
Goodyear runners more than others, and in 
these cases (thought the technicians) it might 
not be tyre rotation on the fim or even 
foreign material pick-up, so much as another 
more esoteric problem embodied in the very 
construction. Tyres are still very much a 
black art; but anyway, what it meant to the 
men trying to race was a growingly unman- 
ageable vibration shivering ‘every element of 
the cars and their bodies. In some cases it 
became so severe that it was difficult eo hold 
the wheel or see the instruments, In the case 
of the two Tyrrells it grew so extreme that, 
Working at the rear especially, it destroyed 
the dampers, knocked Scheckter out of gear 
repeatediy, and made the back ends of both 
cars judder so violently as.to be visible in 
the braking zones. Added to this was the heat 
of the day which, although not extreme, was 
‘enough £0 upset certain "guesstimates” about 
proper compound, Thus several drivers found 


Depailler’s works Tyrrell laps South African Ki 
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themselves coping not only with their rivals 
in the long chain and their own vibrating 
machines but also extreme cases of handling 
imbalance 

Pace, whose weekend had started ou: with 
such promise, had gotten off to a lagging 
start when the engine died with the initial 
acceleration. Once going he found his vicious 
oversteer worse than ever, and the Surtees 
could nct help dropping ever backward down 
the line despite Mcco's almose frightening 
efforts—at least once he caught a 45 degree 
powerslide that should have sent him looping 
in clouds of smoke down the road. Hulme, 
ater finding a sudden loss of power after a 
couple of laps, and then at about half 
distance feeling a bad oversteer develop, was 
hard after his former protege Scheckter and 
teying to overtake in the esses when the M23 
took charge instead and slid off into the 
dust. Hunt, who contrary to many competi- 
tors was having a better race than he ex: 
pected, and who was quite easily “cruising” 
In fifth place awaiting better things, had bad 
things happen instead: the Heskech began to 


trail) smoke and presently an 
joint broke apart 

Merzario was finding his already duff 
engine losing even more performance, and 
as it refused to pull more than 9600 in top 


he inevitably dropped back. Of the original 
pacemakers, then, it was Beltoise who was 
Beginning to emerge triumphant. As with thelr 
various difficulties they slowly altered. posi- 
tion In the string, he moved up the length 
of it, recording one of the fastest times on 
the straight, <aking man after man on braking 
into Crowthorne—although he sneaked by the 
wildly overstecring Scheckter at Clubhouse. 
Jean-Pierre was having a big of wheel vibr 
son from the rear, but cnly a bit; in poine of 
fact, Firestone revealed later that the P201 
iad’ shown itself to be $0 easy on tyres that 
was using “qualifying rubber” all cound— 
some others were using it on the right side 
only. Driving with occasionally ragged deter- 
mination the Frenchman bore down on his 
antagonists. 

So hard did he press Hailwood that Mike, 
his car vibrating terribly, finally slipped by 
Fittipaldi whom he had been shadowing most 

{the way, but the advance of the BRM 
could nog be stemmed. It finally braked its 
way by into fourth. place, just before it 
became third when Repazzoni, his oll. pres: 
sure gone, retired at the pits. Then the P201's 
job was done. It had worked up to the best 
position that could be expected, for the pair 
of leaders were by now half a minute ahes 

What nobody realised at that point wa 


zan_in his privately-owned Tyrrell 


that Lauda was coming into trouble just like 
the other Ferrari had. He had been hanging 
on to the flying Brabham at a distance of 
‘about 15s ‘the way. He hadn't 
really hoped to catch Reatemann, for although 
by contrast to the steady Ferrari, the Brab- 
ham looked right on the edge in the corners, 
while having a bit of an advantage on the 
straight and out of the esses on the climb to 
Leeukop. Carlos was driving at an easy pace, 
just hard enough to stay ahead. Niki was “dri 
ing at my limit, I could not have gone one- 
tenth of a second faster.” But now he noticed 
that his oil pressure was sagging in the tight 
left-hand under the Clubhouse. That was the 
end of the chase, Accepting it was better to 
finish, Niki began switching off his ignition 
at Clubhouse each lap and watehed the 
Brabham dwindle in the distance. Second 
would have to be enough 

But not even that was going to happen. The 
harsh “note of the flat-12\ suddenly went 
ragged, and then part way round the 75th 
lap—just three more to go—it shut off 
altogether. The ignition box, evidently run- 
ning hot, had quit. 

Worse misfortune had befallen Reutemann 
in Argentina, but this time the furles smiled 
fon the Jittle white car, and i¢ ran clean and 
sound right to the end. In the last ten Japs 
ie did start vibrating its tyres, but by. then 
it was too late to harm anything. It ripped 
up across the finish line right on schedule, 
warming the hearts of every one of the 
92,000 people at Kyalami. The whole nation 
(or so ‘suggested the press raves the next 
day) felt that it’ was fitting that a South 
African had designed it. It was noted, too, 
that Brabham’s last GP win had been this 
same one, back in 1970, with Black Jack 
himself at the wheel. 

Beltoise, rising water temperatures from a 
holed radiator its only real problem, lasted 
strongly for second place 34 seconds behind, 
Then, still hanging on grimly as hard as they 
could, came Hailwood, Depailler and Stuck, 
all but nose to tail; Mereario not far behind 
them came into the points from Fittipaldi and 
the struggling Scheckter. Hulme's excursion 
had dropped him a lap. back, 

Brambilla who hi 

but worked up with decisive moves, dicing 
keenly at one point with Ian Scheckter, to 
tenth. 


Tith ahead of Hill whose rotated 
tyres and strong understeer had made him 
give best to a determined challenge earlier 
‘0 from Charlton. The McLaren driver, after 
finally slipping under the Lola into Crow- 
thome after multiple attempts, was going 
well until he stuffed his nosepiece into. th 
back of the second works Brabham. Robarts, 
his oversteer extreme from too hard rear 
tyres, was also having his engine go all 
grotty in the middle of the corners. The un- 
avoidable hesitation caught Charlton unawares 
at Leoukop. As he came drageinj 

glassfibre into the pits, McLaren's Ali 
Caldwell instantly snatched up one of his 
team's spare noses and ran the length of the 
pits with l—customer service with dispatch, 
Unfortunately it didn't fit properly, being one 
of the narrow-nose ¢ypes, and more time was 
lost “modifying” the sub-frame with a hack- 
saw to accept it somehow. All this dropped 
the car to dead last of the survivors, behind 
the other two South African privateers (who 
were driving sensibly), Migault’s BRM which 
had lost a valve head, and Robarts and 
Pescarolo with their engine and shunt 
troubles respectively. 

Everyone came away from Kyalami feeling 
that, especially after the troubles and doubts 
‘over the fuel crisis and the tragedy of the 
week before (in his address from the cham- 
pagne-soaked winner's rostrum Carlos Reute- 
mann paid tribute to the dead American and 
said he wished to “dedicate this victory to 
the memory of Peter Revson and his family"), 
the GP had turned out to be worth while. 
The showing of the new BRM and the con- 
cinuing emergence of Firestone cheered every- 
fone, and Reutcmann's popular victory added 
heart to the growing anticipations for a 
Fabulous season. 

‘A good race meeting. 
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All your weekend sport 


SILVERSTONE INTERNATIONAL TROPHY 


Fabulous F1 entry at nine race speed festival 


—tho twenty. 
‘and has. attracted a fabulous 


It could however be a“ Derby 
Day “ for more than one reason 
judging by the sensational per- 
formance of the latest BRM 
P201 in the South African GP. 
Under the direction of fanatical 
Derby supporter Tim Parnell, 
the BRM will be making 


Stone again 
Jean-Pierre Beltoise. 

Boltoise faces Kyalami winner 
Carlos Reutemann (in the works: 
Brabham BT44), the Mctarens 
—which are well-suited to the 
fast Silverstone circuit, as 
shown in last year's Grand 
Prix — of Emerson. Fittipaldi 
Denny Hulme and Mike Hail 
wood, Ronnie Peterson’ 
John Player Special (having its 
Second race) and th 


then the 


anticipated, 
national Trophy promises to be 
the fastest Formula 1 race held 


Inter- 


this season and the fastest 
post-war event in Britain, break- 
ing the 133.32 mph average set 
by Wil 


Kauhsen’s  turbo- 
Porsche in last year’s 
Silverstone race and 
132.82 mph Formula 1 
rage Set by Jackie Stewart 
in this race last year. The 
target lap time to aim for, is 
Ronnie Peterson's pale position 
time in practice for last year's 
Grand Prix at 1m 164 s. 

In addition to the favourite 
candidates already ‘mentioned, 
the Formula 1 entry contains 
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Yardley car for Mike Hailwood ; 


“ Derby" of 
jing nine races and hi 
Formula 1/5000 international Trophy race. This 
ixth_ Express Trophy—takes pl 
eld of 19 Formula 1 cars featuring 
Formula 1 cars and the European debut 


the M2: 


Express International Trophy 

motor racing—a great 
lighted by th 

i's 40-lap race 

this weekend 


number of other fascinating 
Prospects — the first time a 
Japanese driver has driven in 
2 Formula 1 race with the con: 
firmation that the rising_ star 
from Formula 2, Noritake Taka: 
hara, will be driving the works 
March: race debuts for Chris 
Amon's Amon, Tim Schenken's 
Trojan-Tauranac and Tom 
Pryce's Token: whether Jochen 
Mass 

encouraging South 
practice form with hi 
Surtees from Brands: Howden 
Ganley having his first race in 
the second Ensign to von Opel: 
and Jean-Pierre Jarier’s first 
race in a new DN3 type UOP 
Shadow. And then’ there's 
Graham Hill—always 2 popular 
figure with the | Silverstone 
crowds — and the bearded 
Frenchman Henri Pescarolo 
whose performance will be well 
worth watching if the condi- 
tions are at all wet, the 
Provisional entry being 
‘completed by John Nicholson's 
Uynear. 


With a lap record target of 
135 mph, Saturday's Rothmans 
Eurcpean Formula 5000 Cham- 
pionship round for the Vanwall 
Trophy should be very spec- 
tacular, with the fastest cars 
from this 20-lap race going 
forward to the Formula 1 rac 

A great 5000 battle is in store 
between Brian Redman, David 
Hobbs, Guy Edwards, lan Ash- 
ley, Bob Evans and Tom Belso 
in ‘Lolas; Peter Gethin, Teddy 


Pilette, Tony Dean and Steve 
Thompson in Chevrons; Keith 
Holland and Vern Schuppan in 
Trojans: and Mike Wilds and 
lan Taylor in Marches. The Red- 
man-Hobbs-Gethin trio should 
be the one to watch, 
As can be seen from the 
Saturday afternoon 
also includes three Formula 


first round winner of the STP 
Series Matthew Argenti, John 
Murphy, Bernard Vermilio, Doug 
Bassett, John Crowe, Richard 
Hawkins, Geoff Lees, David 
Rupert Keegan, Tiff 
Needell, Stephen South, Syd 
Fox. Richard Morgan, "Jorge 
Koechlin, Graham Cuthbert, 
‘Young, Alo Lawler, Patrick 
John ‘Stevens and Bryan 
Sharp—in fact just about any- 
‘one who's anyone in Formula 
Ford. Out of that bunch, young 
former kartist Bassett could be 
the one to watch after some 
excellent showings this year— 
he shares the Formula Ford lap 
record at 1m 398 s. 
‘One of the most 


raising 


prospects on Sunday's pro- 
yamme is the Castrol/RAC 
roup 1 saloon car race; this 
the third round in the series 
has attracted the largest entry 


Brands wrecked Camaro to put 
fon to the team's Tour of Britain 
‘winning Camaro in his efforts of 
Stopping the similar Chevrolet 
of Stuart Graham from scoring 
2 hat-trick: former motor-cycliat 
Graham ais leads the £2000 
frst prize Tarmac British Racing 
Championship. Gordon Spice 
expects to debut his 7-litre 


ould be well suited to the fast Silverstone circuit, with two Texaco Marlboros for Emerson Fittipaldi and Denny Hulme and 
won last year's GP at Silverstone driven by the late Peter Revaon. 


STP Plymouth Cuda, backed by 
ether “Camaros from Vince 
Woodman, Les Nash, Malcolm 
Wayne and Jon Fletcher. Tony 
Lanfranchi's " SheliSport BMW. 
3.0 CSi may well have a difficult 


from the Opel Commodor 
Peter Hanson and John 
and) a multitude of | Cap 
including Tom Walkinshaw’s 
works car and the one of 


Ivan Dutton. 

The other two classes—all 
the same race — promise 
similar excitement with the 


Triumph Dolomite Sprints of 
Andy" Rouse, _John "Handley, 
Rob Mason, Tony Dron and 
Bill Shaw's car, up against 
Barrie Williams’ Mazda RX3 
(which has just about recovered 
from its cutting-out problem), 
John Lyon's 2-litre Alfa GTV, 


and the Vauxhall Firenza/Mag- 
nums of Gerry Marshall, Tim 
Stock and Denis Thorne; ‘while 


the 1600 cc class includes the 
Avengers of Bernard Unett and 
‘Simon Kirkby, | Stan _ Clark's 

Alfa Junior and Bill McGovern’s 
‘VW Passat. 

‘Over 30 Formula Atlantics 
are entered for round three in 
the John Player International 
Atlantic Championship | round, 
‘and their impressive 122 mph 
lap record could take quite a 
battering with top entries 
including. current, championship 
leader Richard Scott (Proto), 
John Nicholson's — Lyncar, 
Marches for Geoff Friswell, Jim 
Crawtord, Ted Wentz, Stephen 
Shoularton, Bev Bond, Bobby 

att 


pi 
Ray Mallock’s Ensign, Peter 
Wardie's Surtees and Cyd Wil. 
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All your weekend sport 


Sunday's meeting is concluded 


26th Daily Express International Trophy race With the first round in this year's 


Sunday, April 7 for Formula 1 and 5000 cars 40 laps : 117.08 miles arias with = tumaber' of Wtgrats 
1 John Player Team Lotus Ronnie Peterson JPS-Ford 9 ing new combinations, including 
3 March Engineering Noritake Takara March-Ford 741 Neil Corer's BRM P25, Willie 
4 Team Yardley McLaren Mike Hailwood Yardiey McLaren-Ford M23 | Green's, Lister-Chevrolet, Paul 
5 Marboro Team Texaco Emerson Fittipaldi. Texaco Mariboro-Ford M23 | | Weldon’s | Connaught B-type. 
6 Marlboro Team Texaco Denis Hulme Texaco Mariboro-Ford M23 | Robert Lamplough’s Ferrari 
J Motor Racing Developments Carlos Reutemann  Brabham-Ford BT44 Rossa, Ray Potter's Ferrari 
8 Motor Racing Developments Richard Robarts Brabham-Ford BT42 nd 
9 BRM Lid Jean-Pierre Beltoise BRM P201 
10 BRM Lid Henri_ Pescarolo BRM P160 DBRIs, Charles Lucas’ Birdcage 
11 Trojan-Tauranac Ltd Tim Schenken Trojan-Ford T103 Maserati, Lister Jaguars for 
17 UOP Shadow Jean-Pierre Jarier Shadow-Ford DN3 David Ham, John Harper, Peter 
19 Bang and Olufsen Surtees Carlos Pace Surtees-Ford TS16 yan Rossem, Richard | Bond, 
22 Team Ensign Rikky von Opel Ensign-Ford N174 Chris Drake, Barry Simpson and 
23 Token Racing Tom Pryce Token-Ford Bert Young, Ray Fielding’s 
24 Hesketh Racing James Hunt Hesketh-Ford 308 Maserati 250F, Patrick Lindsay's 
26 Embassy Racing with Graham Hili team .. Graham Hill Embassy Hill Lole-Ford ERA and numerous other exotic 

i) cars. 


Pinch Lyncar-Ford 
‘Amon-Ford AFI 


29 Pinch (Plant) Ltd It should make a fitting 


30 John Dalton and Chris Amon 


— Team Ensign Ensign-Ford N174 ‘situated be- 
Formuls”5000 Sars’ fromm’ ths following ‘entries for Saturday's Rothmans race ween Towcester and Brackley 
32 Dempster International Racing Team lan Taylor March-Chevrolet_73A ‘on the Aa3, For thos 

34 Nick Wattiez Racing Nick Wattiez Lola-Chevrolet 330 to get their 

38 Colin Andrews Colin Andrews Surtees-Chevrolet_ TS9B ‘wain/eoach has been provided 


Lola-Chevrolet T330 
Chevron-Chevrolet 28 
Chevron-Chevrolet_ B28 
Trojan-Chevrolet T102 
MeLaren-Chevrolet M14 
STP Lola-Chevrolet T332 
Lola-Chevrolet T332 
March-Chevrolet_ 73A 
Chevron-Chevrolet B24 
McLaren-Chevrolet_ M19 


‘on Sunday for £1.10_ (adults) 
and 75p (children). The train 
feaves London (Euston) at 
850. am calling at Watford 
Junetion at 9.11 am and reach- 
ing Northampton at 10.13 am 
2a coach will take pi 
Sengers to. Siverstone. A 
jimilar service will be in opera- 
tion on the return journey, the 
it 


39 Hogan Racing Lid 
51 Chevron Racing Team VOS 

62 Chevron Racing Team VOS 

§3 lan Ward Racing 

84 lan Ward Racing 

85 McKechnie Racing/Heniey Forklift 
86 Embassy Racing/John Butterworth 
87 Clive Baker 

88 Anglo American Racing 
88 Angle American Racing Team 


60 ‘Brown Racing Lole-Chevrolet T330 coach leaving Silverstone 

61 Patrick Sumner Patrick Sumner Trojan-Chevrolet T101 6.15 pm to catch the 7.50 pm 

62 ShellSport Luxembourg lan’ Ashley Shellsport Luxembourg train "rom, Northampton which 
Lola-Chevrolet T330 arrives at Watford at 8.60 pm 


and Euston at 9.19 pm. Tickets 


"International Racing Team Mike Wilds March-Chevrolet 748, 
lable now from Euston 


aylor Vern Schuppan Trojan-Chevrolet_T101 are a 
88 Sia Taylor Brian Redman tola-Chevroiet T332 or Watford Junction. 
jock Russeii jock Russell R2-Chevrolet 3 BBC are giving coverage to 
Clive Santo Lola-Chevrolet T330 Saturday's Rotamans F5000 race 
ional Aviation Brendan Mcinemey Lola-Chevrolot 7330 on Grandstand and to" the. 
Tom. Bolso. Lola-Chevrolet T330 international Trophy race on 
Steve Thompson Chevron-Chevroler 824 Sunday afternoon. 


208 Sholisport ‘Luxembourg Colla Lombardi ShellSport Luxembourg 


"Adm 
Lola-Chevrolet T330 pe 


day's practi 

Eies ‘and Z0p for children 
‘stands and paddock ar 
‘On Saturday, ad 


appeared on the 293 mile GP 
eireuit, John Nicholson won, at (20 for children) 
the Grand Prix meeting, but  60p for paddock, while stands 
judging by last Week's MCD are free, Sunday's basic admis. 
Atlantic race on the club cir- on is £230 and 0p for 
cuit "Coventry's Geoff Friswell children with extra costs for 
could be a hard man to beat. paddock and _ grandstands, 

‘One of ‘the attractions of details of which can be obtained 
Silverstone internationals af from the booking office. (Tele. 
the JCB Historic events and phone Silverstone 273.). 


Friday, April 5th 

1215-1250 Practice for Formula Atlantic Cars 
Practice for Formula Ford Cars (Heat 1) 

19 Practice for Formula Ford Cars (Heat 2} 


332 


‘80 Practice for Formula Ford Cars (Heat 3) 
20. Practice for Formula 1 Cars 
20 Practice for Formula 5000 Cars 
17.35-18.00 Practice for Touring cars 
Saturday, April 6th 
10.00-10.45 ' Practice for Formula 000 Cars 
11.00-11.45 Practice for Formula Atlantic Cars 
1200-1230 Practice for Touring Cars, 

Lunch break 
13.45-14.45 Practice for Formula 1 Cars 


1545 STP Formula Ford Race—Heat 1 
1555 European Championship Formula 5000 Race 4 
16.55 STP Formula Ford Race—Heat 2 
17.30 STP Formula Ford Race—Heat 3 5 laps 
Sunday. April 7th 
31'50-43.15 Practice for Historic Cars 
12.45 John Player Atlantic International Race ... 17 laps 
14:10 Castrol Anniversary Touring Car Race 17 laps 
15:15 26th Daily Express International Trophy 

Race for Formula 1 and Formula 6000 cars 40 laps 
16.55 STP Formula Ford Race—Final 12 laps 
1735 JCB Historic Car Race 10 laps 
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SILVERSTONE 31st MARCH 


Forward Trust Special 
Saloon Car Race 


1st OVERALL 


Gerry Marshall 
Vauxhall Ventora V8 


With new Jap record for Special Saloon Cars 
58.2 secs 99:46 m 


“ed Pos Gree Di: Do ha 

Other Silverstone successes: 

Britax Production Saloon Car Race Class B 

Ist Derrick Brunt, Vauxhall Firenza 
Barrie Williams, Vauxhall Magnum 

3rd lan Robertson, Vauxhall Magnum 


4th Brian Atthews, Vauxhall Firenza 
*Results subject to official confirmation 


Vauxhall Ventora V8 wins-first time out: 
First time out first time win. Gerry Marshall does it 
‘again-good on yer puddin’ 
le had help of course, mostly from Bill Blydenstein, 
v8 at Shepreth, who built our hairy 
beast-it was their brain child, but even they needed help. 
‘The nght foundation, a strong base they could modify, tune, 
set up to standards. 
‘They chose Vauxhall tney chose Ventora and Gerry 
won witht When you gonna leam 
‘Come and look us over at your local Vauxhall dealer 


NO PRIZES! SCOTTS (Mottingham) LTD. 


for spotting which cars are 


Titeed with The Renault Distributors 
JOHN ALEY 


F.LA-TYPE ROLL-OVER BARS 


THE CHANCES ARE THAT NEARLY ALL DRIVERS SPECIFY 
THE JOHN ALEY ROLL-OVER BAR 


WHY ? What 
proved, appro 


the application the roll-over bar has been 
and quaranteed 


HOW MUCH? COMPETITION MODELS FROM _ £22.50. 
AERODYNAMIC” sports car models from £15.75 or 
ordinary” models for sports and saloons from £10.75 


BY POPULAR DEMAND IME LARGEST PRODUCERS OF ROLL-OVER BARS | 


Congratulate 


MAGGI ANDERSON 


on winning the first race in the 
The Renault 5 Challenge Series 
in the 
SCOTTS (MOTTINGHAM) CAR 


For all YOUR Renault enquiries 
telephone Miss Jackie Bryant at 


ALEYBARS 01-857 2231 
LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON. TEL: SAWSTON (02203) 2575. 2-12 Dorset Road, Mottingham, SE9 
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Purely personal 


IAN TITCHMARSH 


‘The death of Peter Revson in South Africa 
two Weeks ago is not just the loss of another 
Grand Prix driver; it has deprived motor 
racing of one of its greatest assets. Even in 
this day and age of massive commercialisation 
Of ‘racing too many drivers either shun 
publicity, claiming that they are interested 
only in driving cars, or don’t know how to 
handle it, Revson’s’ education, Intelligence, 
family background and affluence allowed him 
to occupy the limelight, which only came to 
him in the last two or three years after a 
career spanning more than a decade, with an 
ease which was never conceited or brash and 
without displaying any of the more aggressive 
characteristics of his countrymen which never 
go down very well with most Europeans. He 
‘was determined to be World Champion and 1 
am probably in a minority who believe he 
‘would have achieved this ambition within 
the next couple of seasons. Had this happened 
just think what it would have meant to Grand 
Prix racing to have such a highly personable 
American, quite possibly in an American: 
financed albeit British-built car, at the top. Ten 
years ago the USA in Grand Prix racing was 
@ brave effort called the S ‘which 
achieved precisely nothing. Phil Hill was 
World Champion without raising more than 

flicker of interest among the general public 
and yet his country Is the most powerful, 
has the greatest resources, in the Western 
World, 

Gradually European and American racing 
came closer together as John Cooper and 
Colin Chapman sorted out Indianapolis, Good- 
year and Firestone ousted Dunlop's monopoly, 
‘and Ford began their campaign at Le Mans 
but to many people Grand Prix racing was 
still some funny little cars far removed from 
the USAC and NASCAR speedways and dirt 
tracks, Revson, born a road-racer, ventured to. 
Indianapolis and came away with a fifth and 
then pote position followed by second in the 
race, earning the immediate respect of millions 
who had never seen a Grand Prix. He went 
on to win the CanAm series and then resumed 
Grand Prix racing in 1972 when he scored 
championship points in every race bar two. 
The following year he won two Grands Prix 
outright, one of them on the North American 


continent. There was 
Championship left. Had he won 
throwing in his friendship with Majorie 


Wallace and his connections with the Revion 
cosmetic empire, he would surely have 
attracted enormous attention to “ our” type of, 
Facing at a time when it is undoubtedly going 
through a difficult period that its future must 
have been doubly assured. For make no 
mistake, there are many politicians who would 
be only too happy to abolish motor racing 
elther because it is too dangerous or because 
It consumes precious fuel. If, however, millions 
of people follow it who would withhold their 
votes from those politicians if it was banned, 
the sport is secure. How otherwise is the 
continuation of professional boxing, where 
the object is to reduce one's opponent to un- 
consciousness by brute force, tolerated as a 
Public spectacle ? 

These are just 


some random thoughts 
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arising out of this terrible accident to a man 
whom I came to know fairly well when he 
first came to Europe to race a Formula Junior 
Cooper although our paths rarely crossed after 
that. In 1983 as unpaid assistant in Jimmy 
Twisk's Tulip Stable I became part of the now 
almost defunct Continental Circus of Formula 
Junior and later Formula Three teams which 
travelled round from April to October enjoying 
some fabulous road circuits for starting money 
which was an unheard of luxury in England 
in those days for such low forms of racing 
life. After a season in the USA teamed with 
Timmy Mayer in the cleverly named RevEm 
FJ Coopers, Peter decided to follow his friend. 
who had been signed for the Ken Tyrreli 
team of Cooper-BMCs for 1963. By then, 
although it enjoyed a revival in the first year 
of F3-with Jackie Stewart, the BMC engine 
was on Its way out and the Tyrrell cars were 
rarely competitive despite the ability of Mayer 
fand Peter Procter, Peter's Cooper, however, 
‘was fitted with a Holbay engine and when we 
first came across him at Monaco he offered 
to sell it to us as it was so bad. The Tyrrell 
Coopers concentrated on the British Express 
& Star series of races, where the works teams 
(there was no F2 then) had sorted out a nice 
little closed shop for themselves but Peter 
bought an old blue Thames 4D laundry van 


A determined Revson 
Lotus during the mid-s 


and, with his 


mechanic Walt, set off round 


Europe. 
For someone from as affluent a background 
as his, he was remarkably unassuming and 


unspoilt. The van was his home and transport 
between races, unlike the other brilliant new- 
comer of that year Jochen Rindt who was 
very proud of his red E-type! Jochen raced in 
a pink shirt: Peter in a pair of jeans 
and an old sweater. Jochen began 
sensationally by winning his first race along 
the promenade at Cesenatico on Italy's 
‘Adriatic Coast and was fourth in his heat at 
Monaco with an atrocious misfire. Peter beran 
ess spectacularly, the plumbing of the Cooper 
apparently being more suited to a BMC engine 
So that the Holbay engine rarely retained its 
oil long enough to last a race. 

By August, however, Walt thought he had 
licked the problem when we all arrived at 
Enna for the mad dash round the lake in pre- 
chicane days. Earlier promise seemed to be 
‘about to be fulfilled. The Italian aces such as 
Geki and Bruno Deserti were there along with 
the Midland Racing Partnership Lolas and 
Uncle Jo Schlesser, the scourge of the younger 
drivers with his Ford France Brabham. And 
what a race it was! Uncle Jo and Peter won 
thei heats and then came together for the 
final. I forget how many laps it was but it 
was a straight fight between the two of them 
with everyone else lost for dust and the Enna 


flying stones. Uncle Jo was a superb tactician 
in this sort of racing but Peter, with the car 
holding together and on full song for the 
first time, gave as good as he got. It was the 
fastest Formula Junior race ever run and in 
the end the Frenchman won by half a length 
but Revson had arrived. 

Now 1 don’t suppose many of you have 
driven from the centre of Sicily to Deamark in 
any kind of vehicle, let alone an old laundry 
van, but straight after the race the Cooper 

Joaded into the Thames and Peter and 

drove non-stop to the Roskilde Ring for 
@ race the following weekend, No one else 
bothered and never believed they'd make it. 
Not only did they, but Peter won the race from 
his old mate Timmy Mayer. By this time 
rumours were spreading back to England of 
this unknown American who was really rath 
quick and the “aces led by Peter Arundell 
for Ron Harris Team Lotus met up with him 
at the new Belgian circuit of Zolder, By that 
time the previously unmanageable monocoque 
Lotus 27 had been sorted out and Arundell 
was taking over his 1962 mantle of the man 
to beat from Denny Hulme's Brabham. At 
Zolder, the Revson phenomenon hit him well 
‘and truly, the private Cooper leading the 
works-assisted Lotus on a circuit where both 
drivers started off as complete strangers. It 
was a hairy old do, though, and in the end 
Peter spun and finished, I think, about sixth. 
The season ended quietly after that. A one-off 
drive at the Brands Hatch international in 
Tyrrell Cooper ended in the bank although he 
returned to the Tyrrell fold for the 1971 
American GP so all must have been forgiven. 
‘A deal was worked out for the Oulton Park 
Gold Cup where he drove one of Reg Parnell’ 
old Lotus-BRMs into ninth place and thi 
paved the way to a season of FI racing at 
his own expense, but under the Parnell banner, 
in a similar car In 1964, 

The car was outclassed and the impact on 
Fl was negligible. In the following few 
seasons there were long periods in the 
doldrums made bearable with things like 
vietory in the Monaco F3_race in 1965 in 
Lotus. The Essex Wire GT40s helped Ford 
win the Manufacturers Championship but were 
not outright winners so Revson and Skip 
Scott gained little credit and he returned to 
‘America_a more or less forgotten man, But 
the experience was not wasted and gradually 
his real talents were allowed to come through 
again. He was second at Sebring with Steve 
McQueen but the film star got all the publicity 
‘and Peter was just “his American co-driver,’ 
even though he'd done most of the work. Then 
it all began to fall into place at Indianapolis, 
in TransAm racing, then CanAm where 
MeLarens took him over following the death 
of their founder and he won the championship 
for them. ; 

‘The arrival of Revson in tHe McLaren F1 
team gave Denny Hulme the spur which he 
obviously needed after some rather disappoint- 
ing performances in 1971 and the YardieyMacs 
‘were soon one of the strongest forces in Grand 
Prix racing. A succession of high placings: in 
the Grands Prix he took part in when USAC 
‘commitments permitted culminated in pole 
position for the Canadian Grand Prix and 
second place to St Even better was 1975 
and Peter's supremely smooth driving styl 
combined with a forcefulness and determin: 
tion, was rewarded with victory in the British 
Grand Prix and then in Canada too, For 1974 
sponsorship considerations (although it would 
be hard to find a more promotable driver) 
eased him out of the McLaren team. It was 
Shadow’s gain for by Peter's driving the team 
suddenly became a force to be reckoned with 
for victory, not just the odd championship 


number of Grand Prix drivers worthy of that 
description but only a few of them really 
exceptional. Peter Revson was without a doubt 
in this smail minority. 
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SCOTLAND'S LEADING LOTUS DISTRIBUTORS 


offer the Lotus range of cars for immediate delivery at pre-increase prices. 


SPORTSTUNE MOTOR COMPANY LTD. 


LONGNIDDRY, EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. Tel: Port Seton 711/2 (STD code 08754). 


FOR SUPERIOR SALES, 
STORES + SERVICE 


contact 


LEN STREET LTD. 


67-69 DRAYTON GARDENS, 

LONDON, sw1. 
For Lotus in 

WARWICKSHIRE 


ASTON DISTRIBUTORS LTD. 


66-70 WELSALL ROAD, 


PERRY BARR, 
BIRMINGHAM B42 1SF. 
Tel: 021-356 6262/3. 


Wirral, Cheshire. 
Tel: West Kirby 6186. 
LOTUS DEALERS FOR NORTH WALES 
AND WEST CHESHIRE 
Demonstrations a pleasure 
Excellent sales and service 
Tel: 051-625 6186 @) 


for demonstration 


FOR LOTUS IN LIVERPOOL 


contact 


MAYFIELD GARAGE 


574 AIGBURTH ROAD, 
LIVERPOOL L19 3QG, 
LANCS. 

Tel: 051-427 3500. 
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FIRESTONE RALLY 


Rohrl all the way 


By MIKE BROAD 


To say that Germans Walter Rohrl and 
Jochen Berger dominated this year’s Firestone 
Rally is probably an understatement, Driving 
theif works-bullt, Irmscher-tuned Opel Ascona 
1,9, they took no less than 27 fastest times 
from 29 stages; finishing at a canter, almost 
13 minutes ahead of che Portuguese ‘Antonio 
Borges in a Porsche Carrera. Third and fourth 
were filed by Spaniards, Pradera, Ina works 
Seat 1600 and Reverter in a BMW 2002 and 
fifth after a consistently quick drive were 
Paul Faulkner and Mike Broad in a Ford 
Escort RS. Billy Coleman made up for his 
disqualification on the Arctic Rally recently, 
with @ steady drive Into sixth position. 

Eighty-one starters left the ramp in the 
Bull Ring in the centre of Bilbao on the 
Friday evening, and only 26 were to return. 

There were very strong contingents from 
both Scandinavia and che UK. From Sweden 
came Leif Asterhag, who was third in last 
year's event and Arne Allansson in BMW 
20025; with Lars Carlsson in an Irmscher 
‘Ascona, From the UK the entry was headed by 
Chris Sclater and Bob de Jong in a Clarke & 
Simpson Escort, entered by Sofico, the same 
car in which Sclater had finished ninth on the 
TAP rally a few days before. Jack Tordoff 
was seeded at No, 3, with his Ziebart 
Porsche Carrera with ‘Phil Short as co-driver, 
and also. Porsche mounted were Marek 
Glerowski and Tony McMahon; regular Fire 
stone exponent John Lipton and David Booth; 
and from. Ireland, Ronnie McCartney and 
Pete Scott. Other British entries which num- 
bered 17 in all, were Mike Davidson and 
Terry Weaver, Eyers and Clayton, Patten and 
Lane, Harrop ‘and Dent; and Lester and Kirk- 
ham, all in Escorts of ‘some description, Ron 
Anderson In a Datsun 1808S, a sole Vauxhall 
for Rex treland, the Cooper S$ of Bryan 
‘Thomas, Sandy Lawson in her Daf 55, and 
the redoubtable Messrs Skinner and Rushforch 
in their ten-year-old MGB, 

From the word go, Rohel went! On the first 
stage he was 19s faster than anyone else, 
fand as all others tried to get on terms they 
fell by the wayside, Mare Etchebers, who 


came fourth last year started the long list of 
Fetirements when he went off on stage 4 and 
Blocked the stage. Lars Carlsson retired on 
stage 6 with a broken axle and Antonio 
Zanini in the second works Seat rolled on 
the same stage and left the car upside down 
in the middle of the road for the night! At 
time control 4, before stage 7, the first 
trouble occurred with the marshals, who 
didn’t seem to know the regulations, and 
eventually after a lot of arguments this parti 
cular marshal went home after signing just 
four cars in, having thrown his watch away! 
This type of trouble with marshals, and the 
general inaccuracy of the road book, marred 
fan otherwise good event 


Chris Sclater who was lying third on the 
first might, retired after a suspected dropped 
valve. His problems started at the start ramp, 
when he had to be push started, and then 
he went off on the road section ‘on exactly 
the same corner as last year! The longest 
stage of all, Palombera, a 26 km tarmac hill- 
climb (with snow on the top) was used four 
times Jn all, and on the first time round saw 
three notable retirements. Jack Tordof lost 
it on the way up and plunged 60 feet over 
the edge, incurring a great amount of dam. 
age to the car, bat thankfully both Tordoff 
and Short were unhurt. Marek Glerowski in 
his 2.8 Autofarm Porsche was lying a good 
sixth overall, after a I}-week “rece” but on 
the road section to Palombera, a rear Bilstein 
shock absorber exploded, punching a hole 
through the engine cowling and he was out 
Allanson was also out of time here after he 
took too long to repair a broken rear axle. 
In all just 39 cars reached the halfway point, 
but only 34 cars restarted. In the second 
half the only retirement which effected the 
first ten was that of Astechag, who in an 
effort to try and pull up from his halfway 
placing of fourth, broke the diff on the 
Toughest stage, La Hermida, and he retired 
He, in fact, was in trouble in the first half, 
finishing the last five stages on three 
cylinders. 


Of the British contingent, Faulkner kept 
the flag flying after Sclater and Tordoff 
retired. Mig car ran faultlessly, only having 
to change a front bulb in the headlight. Billy 
Coleman only had time to complete half his 
planned “recce,” and on the very first stage 
his new intercom broke and he had to cope 
without. In fact the same happened to 
Faulkner later in the event, with the result 
that Mike Broad finished 'with no. voice, 
Ronnie McCartney started very quickly but 
had a driveshaft snap on stage nine and 
retired, and the other British Porsche, of 
John Lipton, only survived six stages, with 
a broken oil tank and suspected big end 
trouble. 

Two success stories of the event went to 
two cars running at the rear of the field, 
Derek Skinner and Peter Rushforth in the 
MGB. overcame many troubles, including 
replacing a clutch and having the steering 
wheel fall off; to finish an excollent 14th 
overall, much to the delight of the Spanish 
crowd, who were quite intrigued by these 
bowler-hatted gentlemen. Bryan Thomas and 
Les Allfrey arrived in Bilbao on the day of 
the event and drove with no notes at all 
They received some assistance from Leyland 
Authi Spain during the event but generally 
went well, only using one set of tyres, to 
finish 15th overall. Three others finished, the 
1300 ce Escort of Lester and Kirkham ‘who 
were 18th; Datsun of Anderson and Maning, 
and Sandy Lawson and Sue Grant took 
ladies’ award in the Daf. 

Mike Davidson and Terry Weaver retired 
early in the first half when the head blew 
fon thelr Escort, while Phil Wilks, driving the 
ex Jack Tordoff Saab, ran out of time alter 
trying to cure a mysterious electrical. fault. 
One of the most unfortunate retirements was 
that of Rex Irland in the 2.3 Viva, who safely 
arrived at the halfway halt in Santander, but 
misinterpreted the restart time, and. arrived 

> late to recommence. As the event counted 
towards the European Championship, Borges 
and Pradera now share the lead after gaining 
points on the Costa Brava Rally earlier in 
the year, but with Walter Robrl in his present 

Yooks luke his attack on the cham- 


Paul Faulkner with Avtosroxr contributor Mike Broad enjoyed a successful Firestone sortie, finishing fifth overall. 
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Rally record 


by John Davenport 


“ After what 
‘seemed like an 
interminable 
journey, we crested 
a rise and saw 
Lake Rudolf 
stretched out 


Recceing the 
Safari 


Over the past few years, the East African 
Safari has played things quite safe with its 
route and we have had no more situations 
where only seven car have finished. Since 
then, other African rallies like the Bandama 
and the Morocean have had situations with no 
Ginishers (Bandama 1972) and six finishers 
(Morroco 1972) and consequently the reput 
tion of the Safari has suffered a little. Why, 
It has even been won by a couple of Euro- 
Peans which shows that It cannot be all that 
dimteutet 

In fact, the Safari is as difficult as ever to 
win as was shown in the battle of attrition 
between Ford and Datsun last year, and it is 
not the opinion of the drivers that it has 
shown any tendency to get easier as years 
pass. What has happened, of course, is that 
Ears have become more powerful and better 
suspended so that the times have had to be 
screwed up and up in an altempt to keep It 
f@ good clean road race where Porsches and 
Datsun 240 Zs do not have any. particular 
advantage by arriving early on the faster sec- 
tions where the other cars cannot keep up 
the pace. In order to preserve its reputation 
of the toughest rally in the world and also 
to get a format where it can present an equal 
opportunity for all types of car, the Safari 
decided to revert to smaller, rougher types of 

In making this decision for 1974, Derek 
jates, the director of the rally, has taken the 
1 8 step further and the Safari for the 
first’ time will go. into largely uninhabited 
regions of the Northern Frontier Province. It 
is not normally realised that almost half the 
area of Kenya is virtually a desert though 
not in the sense of having yellow rolling 
dunes in the tradition of Beau Geste. These 
areas are very similar to those used for rally- 
ing in North Africa and as such are quite 
break with Safari tradition. In fact, to put the 
matter quite bluntly, they may turn out to 
be one of the most controversial things that 
has ever happened on the Safari, for many 
people are of the opinion that they are too 
rough, too remote and parts of them are 
likely’ to flood out if the long awaited rains 
arrive, as they are scheduled to do, at Easter. 

Tt was against this background that we 
arrived a couple of weeks ago to start our 
rece on behalf of the Peugeot team. “We” in 
this case comprised a brace of Finns, Hannu 
Mikkola and Timo Makinen, Gunnar Haggbom 
who had been recruited to do the recce with 
Mikkola while Jean Todt was on the TAP 
Rally and then go on to mastermind the 
service plan, and myself. The cars that we 


shall’s st 
done at least once round this year's route in 
the hands of Bert Shankland and Peter Huth. 
With all these tales of the dreadful north 
‘echoing in our ears, we stocked up on wheels 
and spare parts and added things like sand 
ladders in case we should get stuck In any 
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soft sand. We obtained two large cold boxes 
in which to preserve our drinks and food 
which could become essential if we were to 
break down, though we were going to be ex. 
tremely unlucky if both cars broke down at 
the same point. 

‘We started out on the first loop quite early 
on the Friday morning and by mid-morning 
were on the infamous Embu to Meru section 
round the eastern foothills of Mount Kenya. 
In the dry this is just a very nice twisting 
road, but when it rains the surface transforms 
into a soft clinging morass that bogs cars down 
and gives no grip at all. Last year we actu- 
ally had to push our Escort downhill at one 
point! This time it was blissfully dry and we 
Ate our packed lunch under a tree to try and 
get some shade. So far we had only suffered 
4 single puncture caused by a stray nail and 
were confident that we should reach the ten- 
ted Safari camp at Marsabi: for the night. At 
four o'clock, we turned out on to the Ethio- 
pian highway at Isiolo and with three and a 
half hours of daylight left to cover 230 kilo- 
metres on a very fast road, we had reason 
to. think that all was going to plan. 

Then Timo and 1 stopped with our second 
puncture and while we where changing the 
Wheel, Hannu discovered that s not well 
with his transmission which was emitting the 
most unpleasant clunks as he tried to start 
Off. Rather than commit ourselves to the 
frontier region with a dodgy axle in one car, 
we (urned back to Isiolo and phoned through 
to Marshall's in Nairobi who suggested that 
we go to thelr dealer in Nanyuki and they 
would send up a spare axle and driveshaft 
with Hugh Lionnet who was coming up with 
2 four-wheel-drive Toyota to recce service 
Foutes in the desert. Disappointed with the 
change in our plans, we shot down the new 
tarmac road to Nanyuki where much to our 
delight we discovered that the service man- 
ager was Pierre Parsons, himself something 
ofa rallyman. He had already been alerted 
and had a spare driveshaft ready in case that 
was all the problem was but a quick 
Inspection showed that it was the bearing. in- 
side the differential that had gone. As the new 
One would not be with us until seven o'clock 
In the morning, we had to try and find some- 
where to stay. The Mount Kenya Safari Club 

full of Michael Caine and Sidney Poitier 
‘while the Naro Moru Lodge 

ing climbers waiting to have 
@ crack at Mount Kenya. So we accepted the 
offer of the Parsons’ guest house and spent 
a very pleasant evening mulling over Safaris 


past and present 

In the morning, the car plus our two punc- 
tures were repaired by nine o'clock and we 
Set out for Isiolo and the north. At Marsabit, 
‘we stopped to have a drink with Gordon Mor 
Fison at the tented camp and found the bar 
adorned with Verglas signs from Gerry Phil- 
lips and Shekhar Mehta. We did have a bit 
of trouble finding petrol as the main Shell 
Station had run out completely but Gordon 
Put us on to a station in a back street that 
Sold us full tanks of some evil 86 octane 
brew that kept our 504s pinking all the way 
across the desert 

Marsabit is a pleasant’ town stuck up on a 
convenient hill some thousands of feet above 
the general level of the surrounding desert 
and "we soon discovered the difference in 
temperature as we dropped down to the desert 
floor on the long section over to North Horr, 
the next time control. We stopped for lunch, 
again under a shady tree, but even the cold 
drinks didn’t seem to alleviate the thirst and 
Hannu and Gunnar were suffering worse than 
we for the fresh air fan had packed up in 
thelr car. In the afternoon sun we pressed 
on scross more and more bleak territory. We 
saw a few. camels roaming around in the 
rocks and even encountered a few .corpses 
that had died in the road from thirst, At one 
point we ran Into a 
our view entirely for almost five minutes be 
fore we emerged on the other side again. 
Eventually we were in North Horr and after 
reporting our presence to the police post, we 
Set out on the last 70. kilometres ‘into 
Our nightstop at the Oasis Lodge on the 
shores of Lake Rudolf. It was here 
that we had been warned about finding soft 
sand and the possibility of getting stuck and, 
Sure enough, it was pretty bad even if we did 
not actually come to a halt 

The first few kilometres lie across a vast 
mud plateau which has a dry crust which 
makes a hollow booming sound if you jump up. 
and down on it. Certainly if it rained here 
during the rally, the only way across would 
be ina rubber dinghy. This gave way almost 
at once to the soft sand but here again it was 
only really bad if you stayed in the tracks 
made by the mission lorries and army trucks 
that normally use the road, We got through 
by running up on the sides and the Peugeots 
took the whole thing in their stride though 
again, if it was to be wet during the rally, 
passing through might not be so easy. 

‘After what’ seemed like an interminable 
journey, we crested a rise and saw Lake 


Even the camels have died from thirst on the way to Lake Rudolf. 
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Rally record 


David Sankey's Cessna which cut half a day's road-searching. 


Rudolf stretched out beneath us and within 
another 20 minutes, we were at the bar 
‘of the Oasis Lodge discovering the simple 
pleasures of pouring @ cold beer down our 
throats. Hugh Lionnet who we had last seen 
fon the Isiolo road had made a successful 
trip across the open desert road to the south 
of our route and had arrived just a few min: 
tes before we had staggered in, We spent 
most of the evening swapping notes and get 
ting information from him on what lay tm: 
mediately to the south which was the way he 
had. arrived, 


As Rudolf is renowned for its fish, the two 
Finns declared “a national holiday and the 
next morning after working on the cars for 
Sn hour with Hugh, they took themselves off 
to the lake and retugned shortly before lunch 
With about eight large fish and big. smiles. 
That morning, some more ambitious fishermen 
nin’ to. go out fishing from a boat 
had fallen Into conversation with 
the aeroplane, David Sankey 
Gunnar was very keen to check out a road 
that we had seen earlier on leaving North 
rand which could miss out all that soft 
sand, So after lunch, we took to the air and 
flew back aver our route to check which was 
the best proposition. For us, this was a big 
Uime-saver for it would have taken half a 
Gay to do a check of the alternative by road 
nd as it was we were able to write it off 
‘a possible route after just 27 minutes’ fly 
Ing time. 


‘The next morning, we started at six o'clock 
in the morning not only so that we should 
drive in the cooler part of the day but so 
that we should have time in hand to ensure 
that we reached civilisation even if we ran 
into trouble. A wise precaution as things 
turned. out, The road was now much worse 
than before and the surface comprised lava 
rocks whose surface Is extremely abrasive. 
Within 20 kilometres of starting, we had 
a puncture each and one of the jacks broke 
‘Then we came to the infamous “staircase” that 
‘everyone had been talking about and we found 
that Peugeots at any rate went up without 
any trouble at all, In fact, we had bottomed 
worse on some of the rocks out in the desert 
than we did here, though again I would say 
that after 20 or so rally cars had scram 
bled up, the steps would be much worse and 
there is every possibility that cars will be 
stuck there on the rally. In any case, It will 
Prove interesting to say the least. 

‘The road continued quite bad for another 
70 ‘kilometres until we had passed the 
village of South Horr and then things started 
to improve though the number of river cross- 
ings started to increase. None of them have 
any water In at the moment but should it rain 
in the hills each one could represent a major 
obstacle for any rally car wishing to pass. 
Hannu was stopped once with a broken petrol 
pump but to our intense relief, nothing seri- 
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ous slowed our progress and we made it into 
Maralal in time to have lunch in the game 
lodge, and even here there were plenty of 
signs of the drought with the game coming 
Fight up to us emboldened by’ their thirst 
coming right up to the steps of the terrace. 
it was great for photography but terrible « 
see the animals in such a desperate state 
‘On the open plains that we passed over on 
the next section we saw a lot of dead ani 
mals and apparently quite a lot of the cattle 
have had to be slaughtered as there is not 


enough water and grazing for them. 
However, now we started to have problems 
of our own'for Hannu had more problems with 


his petrol pump and spent half an hour mak. 
Ing ‘one that would work from the parts of 
two others. Then we had an arm break on 
Our steering in much the same way that Tony 
Fall had on the Bandama Rally. The arm 
shears off just where it is fitted into the base 
Of the front strut and it does not leave you 
much of a chance to do anything about it as 
instead of being retained by a nut, it is 
welded in and effectively is part of the strut 
We were not carrying a spare strut so Timo sat 
down to work out how to get us mobile again. 
We had driven just a couple of kilometres 
into the control point at Sukuta Marmar in 


the hope that someone might have a welding 
set_but the nearest one was at Rumuruts 
Some 80 miles away. There was however 
a police post there and while Timo and 1 
Worked on the car, Hannu and Gunnar went 
and tried to send’ a radio message through 
to Nanyuki and our guardian angel, Mr Par 


By bolting the steering arm from the end 
of the rack into the back of the disc brake 
caliper, Timo managed to get our car partly 


Hannu Mikkola deals 


supervi 


‘mobile again within an hour or so and we 
Set off for Thompson's Falls just as it was 
getting dark. We had no way of telling if our 
Gistress call had got through but in it we had 
Said that we were going to try and limp into 
Thompson's Falls and in fact after a spot more 
work on the side of the road we made it in. 
to the town at about nine o'clock whereupon 
we checked into the lodge and started to 
have a meal. I immediately had tried to phone 
to Pierre Parsons but there was no reply from 
his number and 1 had visions of him on that 
Maralal road looking for us. What I could 
not work out was how we could have failed 
to see him as we had come down the same 
road. Just as we were finishing our meal, the 
question was answered by the arrival of not 
only Pierre but Hugh as well, plus both their 
wives. What had happened ‘was that Hugh 
hhad stopped in Nanyuki for petrol on his way 
back to Nairobi when a garbled version of our 
signal arrived at the Peugeot dealership. Im. 
mediately, the four had decided to pile into 
the Toyota with the spare parts stripped from 
another 504 and rushed up to Suki 
where they expected to find us st 
Unfortunately they joined the road by a short 
cut at Rumuruti and it was just in that short 
stretch of road that they had missed us. They 
had been all the way up to Suguta and back 
again with no more idea of where we were 
than we had of their location! 
‘After a few drinks to celebrate the occasion 
of Mr Makinen’s birthday, we split up. again 
hey went back to Nanyuki leaving us 
spare parts to fit in the morning. This we 
achieved quite quickly with the help of a gar- 
age in Thompson's Falls and the next evening 
we were back in Nairobi with no further 
trouble except that Hannu had his petrol 
pump fail again just as he was going to drive 
Into the Marshall's workshop. So In five days 
We had covered the first of the three loops 
which on the rally would take up less than 
4 hours’ driving time, ‘The cars had 


come through in good shape though the body 
had cracked a bit on our car and we were 
going to swap it for another on the second 


Toop reece. In all we gave two full days for 
refurbishing and checking the two. cars 
through during which time we sat down and 
as fully as possible worked out the service 
plans for that first loop. 

Tt is difficult to imagine how it can be that 
a rally like the Safari can cost so much to do 
with a full works team but the degree of detail 
that must be gone into in order to ensure 
that no possibility. Is overlooked and that 
the. probabilities have been weighed up and 
allowed for before the rally starts, is costly 
and can only be done on detailed information 
picked up on a recce like this one. The pro- 
fessional work that has to be done however 
does not stop it being a full scale adventure. 
Makinen 


while Gunnar Haggbom and Timo 
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Road test 


by John Bolster 


The Fiat X 1/9 (s a most attractive little car which proves that the mid-engined design can be entirely practical 


Right-hand-drive Fiat 
X 1/9 from Radbourne— 
mid-engined practicability 


The Fiat X 1/9 Is not yet Imported into 
England. It is not assembled on the Fiat 
production lines but built by Bertone in fairly 
limited quantities, as was the 850 Spyder 
Which it replaces. Consequently, dt Is far from 
cheap. 

Yet there is an insistent demand for mid. 
engined sports cars, especially small-engined 
ones that don't drink too much petrol. The 
man who used to buy expensive cars is in the 
market for something smaller, but its got to 
be smart and exclusive. The X 1/9 fills this 
niche perfectly and it will be surprising if 
Fiats do not change their minds about import 
ing it, in view of the altered conditions 

Meantime, Radbourne Motors are buying a 
few in Italy and converting them to right-hand 
drive, The price structure is given in the data 
panel, from which it will be seen that this is 
& rather costly little car, but Radbournes have 
no wish to sell very many. They point out 
that whereas nearly all the mechanical parts 
are already available from Fiat agents in this 
country, the body panels would have to be 
obtained from abroad in the event of a shunt 

The car that I have been driving is a 
Radbourne conversion and all the parts used 
are Fiat components from other models. The 
Work has been so well carried out that nobody 
would guess that Nuccio Bertone hadn't 
made it like that. In addition to this work, a 
slightly lower top gear has been fitted, the 
X-1/9 tending to be over-geared, but again 
standard 128 pinions have been used. Another 
alteration is the substitution of {J light-alloy 
wheels for the standard 44J ones, and these 
are fitted with 165/70 x 13 tyres. 

The details of this Fiat model are fairly 
well known, even though it is not sold here. 
It is a mid-engined 2-seater that can be 
‘opened by removing the roof, which may be 
neatly stored under the lid of the large front 
boot. The engine and transmission are from 
the 128 Sport Coupé 1300, still transversely 
mounted but diving the rear wheels instead 
Of the front, There are a few minor alterations, 
such as the exhaust manifold and the distri 
butor drive from the end of the overhead 
camshaft, in the interest of accessibility. 

‘The radiator is in the nose of the car 
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with its own electric fan, and there is a 
jecond luggage boot behind the engine, the 
wheel and fuel tank being between the 
seats and the power unit. MacPherson suspen: 
sion geometry is incorporated front and rear 
the latter having short, separate track rods 
to avoid rear-wheel steering ; outboard disc 
brakes are fitted all round 
As the body is deprived of the stiffening 
effect of a roof, and the sides are further 
weakened by cutouts for large doors, all the 
Strength must come from the floor pressings 
and in consequence the car weighs more than 
the front-drive coupé that has the same engine 
—144 Ib more to be precise. Obviously, there 
fore, the coupé can out-accelerate the mid 
engined model but ultimate performance is 
not the intention, the detachable roof being 
fone of the main attractions of such @ small 
luxury car 
Neither this car nor the standard one I 
tested in Italy would quite reach the claimed 
105 mph without the help of wind or gradient 


However, the Radbourne car attained a timed 
mean speed of 102 mph, which Is pretty fair 
for a substantial 1300. The lower top gear 
makes It much livelier and closes the substan- 
tial gap down to third. The engine is beautl- 
fully smooth, running up easily to 7000 rpm 
without a tremor 
The luggage problem of the mid-engined 
car has certainly been solved, though 1 would 
ot use the rear boot for groceries or anything 
else that could be affected by heat. The nolse 
is by no means obtrusive either, perhaps 
partly because the seats are separated from 
the engine by the compartment for the spare 
wheel and fuel tank. Indeed, one can scarcely 
iscern that the sound of the engine Is not 
ing from the usual forward location, 

Very high cornering power is a feature 
and a splendid feeling of being totally in 
command of the car, There is not enough 
power to break the rear end away and the 
tyres fitted by Radbournes have cured the 
disconcerting tendency of the front wheels 
to lock during heavy braking on slippery 
wurfaces, which was noticeable on my earlier 
test in Italy. The wheelbase is 10 in shorter 
than that of the 128 saloon, which makes the 
little 2-seater very nimble on winding roads, 
but the stability Is excellent at the maximum 
speed nevertheless, aided by moderate under- 

As a styling exercise by one of the world’s 
greatest artists, the X.1/9 is certainly a 
resounding success. It Is a totally modern 
onception and although it is so small, it 


The X 1/9 is @ two-seater that may be opened by removing the roof, which neatly stores 


under the lid of the large front boot, 
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whispers of sinful luxury, with a suggestion 
of la dolce vita in every line. It makes other 
cars parked near it look common, even if they 
could out-perform it. It is most interesting to 
compare it with the Matra Bagheera, another 
small mid-engined car with which it is 
direct competitor. Having driven them, I want 
both! 

The suspension is fairly hard and the seats 
are not soft, but the ride smooths out as the 
speed increases. There is very little roll and 
none of the pitching that rear-engined cars 
often exhibit. With the roof removed. the 
ear is still quite cosy, for the rear window 
remains in place, supported by the built-in 
rollover bar. ‘The arrangement prevents 
Graughts round the back of the neck and 
should appeal to the insurance companies 
Concealed lights are usually rather feeble but 
the Bosch units which have been installed in 
this car give quite a reasonable light intensity 
they pop up when switched on. 

‘With an extra 6 mm in the bore of the 
cylinders and a twin-choke carburetter, the 
little sports 2-seater cannot quite equal the 
remarkable fuel economy of the 128 saloon. 
but any reasonably law-abiding driver should 
get at least 30 mpg. The speedometer of the 
Test car had been converted from kilometres 
and the mileage recording was dead accurate 
but the speed hand became increasingly 
excited, claiming 125 mph during a timed run 
fat 102 mph. In every other respect, the con- 
Version was a complete success and the big 
Dunlop tyres certainly improved the road. 
holding on wet surfaces 

‘The Fiat X 1/9 is a most attractive little 
car, which proves that the mid-engine design 
ean be entirely practical and not merely 8 
Facing expedient. Though some may regard it 
fs a rich man's toy, st is capable of really 
hard work, and a great many of its compo- 
nents come ‘straight from one of the most 


popular and reliable saloons on the market 


today. 


wheelbase is 10 in shorter than that of the 128 saloon, which makes the X 1/9 
‘winding roads. Below, the 1300 ce engine is mounted transversely but drives 
tas in the 128, There ts a small rear boot behind the engine. 
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Porter & Haylett (Motor Yachts) Ltd. 


have available a number of ex Lancer Marine “ SEA- 
LANCE “ and ‘’ CORNICHE EXPRESS “ Touring Power- 
boats in various stages of completion 


These craft are offered for sale with or without engines 


to any stage of completion. A comprehensive range of 
fittings and components are available to those intending 
home completion. 


Don't miss this unique opportunity to obtain one of 
these fabulous craft at a considerable saving 


2 For further details write or telephone the Factory Sales 
—_- . = Department. 


Porter & Haylett (MotorYachts) Ltd. 
VIADUCT WORKS - WROXHAM - NORFOLK - NOR 032 -Tel: Wroxham 2897 
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Correspondence 


bund to agree with readers’ opinions 


Question of safety 


‘At last someone's managed it! Mr Dixon Cade 
hhas put pen to paper and written a letter— 
we were all’ beginning to think he and the 
Croft management didn't exist! 

To say that the upkeep by Croft manage- 
ment of the banks has been as normal a 
part of the work as cutting the grass, cert 
ainly cannot wholly be crue. Although sleepers 
have been erected round the outside of the 
Chicane, Sunny and Oxo Bends, that “Launch. 
ing Pad” at Tower is still plain for all to see 
“Sven from Mr Dixon Cade's own office 
window. To my knowledge ehis bank has not 
been touched for the five years I have been 
taking photographs for AvrosPorr. It is 30 
eroded that it offers virtually nil resistance 
to any errant car and coupled with the 
broken off “hoarding stakes” to impale the 
cars as they come over it's enough 
to worry anyone who stands there on the 
first lap of a hectic Formula Ford race 

Our man at Croft needs no experience to 
see that something needs doing now. Too 
many doors have been shut after the horse 
has bolted to see friends befall nasty acci- 
dents that need not happen. 

To turn to the matter of the newly erected 
“safety” barriers, however well seasoned 
those prime English oak posts are, they are 
only fitted to corrugated (ron sheeting which 
cannot possibly stop a car travelling in the 
Fegion of 100 mph. The corrugated sheeting 
has nothing like the strength of Armco and 
with ‘the stakes so Insecuraly mounted in the 
ground, the earth behind can only push the 
Barrier’ over in a very short space of time 
~after the Spring rains, 

‘These barriers are improperly sited and 
dangerous, and particularly coupled with the 
‘mall lakes at the base of the barrier, on the 
Inside of the Tower, they offer completely 
fnadequate protection from a car out of 
‘control ay high speed. 


BARNSLEY, YORKS. 


Hayon Spxppine. 
(ARICS.) 


A marshal's view 


Having worked as © paddock marshal at the 
Race of Champions, 1 would like to voice my 
opinion of how 1 saw the situation, 

It Is quite obvious that the Brands Hatch 
paddock Is inadequate to cope with either a FI 
Gr F5000 meeting. The covered bays are only 
Just wide enough for either » Formula Ford 
‘Or Saloon Car and thus allows no room 
Whatsoever for the mechanics to be able to 
‘work on the cars, which in turn means that 
the cars are maintained on the service roads, 
‘and this automatically leads to a lot of con- 
gestion and chaos in the area. It is also 
Apparent that far too many people are allowed 
into the paddock producing the scenes that 
we saw at the Race of Champions, and also 
resulting in accidents, as one Fl car demon- 
Strated ‘all too well, when too many people 
fre in too small a space. It is not surprising 
therefore, when we are sworn at and pushed 
around by. irate spectators and mechanics 
Who believe that they are Messrs Almighty 
and Co Ltd, that we might often seem offi- 
cfous and unfair. 


Mr Webb's solution for the competitors’ 
parking problem at the GP seems fine on the 
face of It. But how about communications 
between the Paddock Office and this new 
“half-paddock?" Are we going to dip into our 
deep pockets to convert the Tannoy system?, 
‘and where are all the extra marshals comin, 
from? Also at this moment the new “half” 
paddock is grass and, if, as at the Race of 
Champions we get a little downpour, you will 
have solved your traffic problem, ‘for none 
‘of the competitors will be able to move their 
transport vehicles out of the mud, to get out 
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of the circuit, to cause the congestion, 
Shrewd thinking JW. 


‘Orrono, Kent Grasane 3. PaLaten 


Count on the... 


L enclose a copy of a letter sent to the Editor, 
Daily Mail, by myself and three fellow 
‘enthusiasts. You might care to make a point 
that unless those who know the facts pull up 
these very irresponsible _sensation-seekers 
they will never see the light 

‘The list of 135 names was compiled rapidly 
from the relevant Autocourses and Autosports, 
and we now feel it might be cut, ax some 
ever reached the grid and some were only 
in F2 races run concurrently with a GP. We 
have also identified a few more survivors, 
bringing the total to 86 out of 130. Unknowns 
include Ahrens, Bassi, Bussinnello, Carots, de 
Klerk, Fisher and others who appeared only 
transiently on the GP. scene, If you have 
a more precise list, perhaps the Mail could 
tse It 


Harnow, Mro0x. D. W. THomason. 


... sensational. . 


A statement on the front page of your Issue 
on March 23 calls for a protest in the 
Strongest possible terms. You say that Peter 
Revson was the 53rd driver to be killed in 
Grand Prix racing during the past 10 years. 
This {s so grossly inaccurate that it must be 
regarded as irresponsible exaggeration for the 
sake of sensationalism. 

Since you may elect to plead ignorance, 
Jet us establish the definition of Grand Prix 
racing. In the post-war period, the term has 
been used only for races for Formula 1 cars, 
the results of the races counting towards the 
World Drivers’ Championship. 

The records show that 135 drivers have 
competed in such races during the past 10 
years. Of these, five have been killed during 
the actual races. (Bandini, Courage, Schlesser, 


John Taylor, Williamson). Two were killed in 
accidents during pre-race practice (Cevert, 
Rindt) and two more (Anderson, Revson) 


during unofficial practice at other times. It 
might be reasonable to add one more case 
(Siffert) which occurred during a non-cham 
pionship Formula 1 race. Ten is a regret 
fable enough total, which needs no exaggera. 
tion by the press. 

Had you spoken simply of the number of 
Grand Prix drivers killed, a higher total 
‘would have been permissible. but it would stilt 
be less than 53. The exact figure would be 
difficult to check. The present situation of 83 
of the 135 is known, and these are all alive. 
‘At least 10 have been killed in other types 
of motor sport, and one died in an air crash, 
bur that leaves 32 of whom little is known. 
Several appeared briefly on the Grand Prix 
scene and were not heard of again. That alone 
Suggests that they are alive, since the press 
Would certainly have publicised their deaths. 

Exaggerated coverage of motor racing fata. 
ities coupled with, at most, scanty coverage 
of nonfatal evenis suggesis a deep-rooted 
antipathy to the true facts of the motor 
Facing scene. You are invited to print a 
retraction to prove that this suggestion is not 
valid. 


.. press 


‘Thank you for your letter of March 23. 

T have noted your comments bat I have no 

reason to publish any new figures on these 
fatalities. 

is quite clear from your letter that you 

do not have any real idea of the figures. 1 

4o not think your phrase “suggests that they 


fare alive” can be regarded as evidence one 
way or the other 
“Daity Matt," Loxpox. — Denis Houmes. 


(Monaging Editor) 


Organisation 


Five drivers escape injury in F5000 race pile- 
up at Mallory Park again made headlines in 
last Monday's press. Tt could have resulted in 
‘a fatality which of course requires an inquest 
to find out what went wrong. The true facts 
are very simple as to the aftermath of the pile- 
Up resulting in entrants and owners spending 
@ lot of money to buy and rebuild their 
damaged cars and a near loss of life. 

‘The circult manager has had all the winter 
to prepare the circult for the first race meet- 

igs. Instead he was seen, on the instructions 
the RAC steward, to be involved in pre- 
paring the track between practice and racing 
by laying (urves on the outside of Devil's 
Elbow. This would be better tarmaced right 
to the edge of the circuit. Perhaps the circuit 
manager thought he was running an autocross 
merting instead of @ fast F5000 race! 

Also the clerk of the course with his 
experience should have organised the start 
‘and his team better and thus avoided the dis- 
wstrous result’ on Sunday. First it is 
Obvious that cars which have waited on the 
rid {or 25 minutes would then have lost 
Benefit of the warming-up lap necessitating a 
further warming-up lap as the particular tyres 
used need to be of a certain temperature (0 
obtain maximum adhesion. Secondly the 
Starter was mot in evidence to most of the 
Grivers having not stood prominently on the 
Starter's rostrum well before dropping the 
flag thus leaving many of the drivers with 
thelr lever in neutral 

‘After this expensive first lap shunt the 
drivers bitterly complained to the clerk 
of the course as to Why they were not given 
two warming-up laps after the long wait on 
the grid. So for the restart of the race the 
clerk of the course acknowledged his mis: 
take by authorising three “warming-up” lapst 

it is. surprising that MCD's managing 
director who was overlooking the performance 
did not foresee the possibility (as others with 
less experience predicted before the start) of 
a shunt and used his position to correct the 
Organisers 

I would ke to know why the supposed 
‘well-informed commentator was unable on 
this oceasion to give the true facts which 
Were well known and discussed by everyone 
especially the drivers and why he subse. 
quently reduced himself to a juvenile level 
By. singing “When will they ever learn?” 

if motor racing is to. survive especially in 
this age with all the difficulties and restric: 
tions and rising cost of living surely it is 
about time that responsible people were in 
Charge and not overgrown, cavalier type, hard 
drinking schoolboys. 

‘Also the extra spectators, who are not 
real racing enthusiasts but nevertheless mean 
the difference between # profit or loss might 
be encouraged to attend meetings if they were 
pot. charged. high prices to wade through 
mud and endure cold with such poor facilities, 
disgusting toilets and high priced but in- 
ferlor catering. 

‘To finish 1 only hope that by the time Don- 
ington Circuit opens they will have learnt 
some good lessons from the mistakes made 
by MCD, and the organising clubs. 
Coventy. JouN B, BROWN. 


Delightful Doune 


How pleased, 1, and many other hillclimbers 
I'm sure, are to read that there is a possibi- 
lity of Boune being retained as a Champion. 
ship event. 

‘This is a really delightful venue, the people 
and surroundings are greatly appreciated by 
all competitors. 

‘May T appeal to the Earl of Moray to do 
all he can to retain the event for the great 
pleasure of all his visitors? 


Tewnessury, Glos, Reo Pruiies. 
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CROFT 


Clacher’s new record 


The final meeting of a busy month at Croft 
‘was run on Sunday by the Nottingham Sports 
Car Club, on a fine day in almost ideal condi- 
tions. There were five races, each of only 
nine laps owing to the fuel crisis, and these 
catered for Formula Ford, special saloons, 
Modsports, Clubmen's and) Monoposto cars. 
‘There were, unfortunately, some rather thin 
grids and, apart from one ‘or two good dices, 
the racing was a bit processional. Perhaps the 
highlight of the day was yet another crack- 
Ing drive by Alex Clacher, who was a very 
good second to the Hillerest sponsored Escort 
1850 BDE of John Calvert in the special 
saloon car race. Not content with nearly 
winning the race, however, Alex wheeled his 
Imp round in I'm 16.25, 82.68 mph, to break 
his own class lap record by 0.6 5. 

with a com- 
bined Clubmen's/Monoposto race. This w: 


‘rly easily by Brian Jordan in his smart, 
‘orange Monoposto Nike Mk 4C of 1600 cc 


capacity. Jordan was on pole position and~ 


Event two was the first of two’ Formula 
Ford rounds for the Graham Coaker Trophy, 
and the overall positions were to be deter 
mined by the fastest race times overall. Stuart 
Lawson put his Hawke DLI1 Alval on pole 
position for this one, accompanied by ‘Ted 
Payne's Ansa Motors Mare! 

Simpson's Bacal Construction 

AVJ. There was a bit of a sort out at the 
end of lap one, when Simpson spun at the 
chicane and John Woodcock got. involved, 
hit the chicane wall and had to retire his 
Nike Mk 6-Sabre. Simpson kept it on the 
island and carried on, pursuing the leaders 
who were by now Lawson and Payne. Graham 
Hamilton held third place with the MacDonald 
Shand Properties Van Diemen RF74-Scholar 
uuntil he spun at Sunny, letting Donald Camp: 
dell (Hawke DL2B) inio third and Simpson, 
who was already making up ground fast, into 
fourth. Payne was pushing Lawson hard and 
he took the lead on lap seven, pulling out 
slightly before taking the flag ‘with a race 


Doug Niven takes*the lead from John Calvert, Alex Clacher and Keith Bowmake 


John Absalom's Ginetta G4 and John Mac- 
Donald's Morgan Plus 8. 


alongside him was the fastest of the Clubmen’s 
cars, the Mallock U2 Mk 11B of Barry Joell 
The other front row position was taken up by 
Joe ‘Applegarth's Brabham BT23C, but the 
race was only one lap old when he came into 
the pits and retired, Things looked as if they 
might. bea. bit hectic. at the start. as 
Robert Wainwright (Mallock Mk 11), Mike 
Lane (Mallock Mk 11), Paul Maxwell’ (Brab- 
ham BT21) and Bruce West (Brabham BT21) 
all indicated that they had dead motors, but 
the field streamed away safely with Jordan 
taking a lead he was never to lose. He had 
2.5 lead over second man Joell by lap two, 
dnd behind them were Raymond Edge (Mallock 
U2 Mk 15), Mel Ross (Mallock U2 Mk 14) 
and Class B leader Gavin Scott (Mallock U2 
Mk 1B). The stayed the same until lap 
eight, when Edge made his bid on Railway 
Straight and took second place from Joell, 
and that’s the way they ‘finished Jordan, 
Edge and Scott won their respective classes 
and lan Knowles was the only runner in the 
litre Monoposto ‘class with his Barnet. 


time of 11 m 28.48, which was good enough 
to. net him the overall honours. 

‘The saloons were next, and the immaculate 
Hillerest. Used Cars Escort of John Calvert 
was on pole position. After seizing the en: 
Bine three weeks ago the 1850 BDE was sent 
to Richardson's for a rebuild, and this was 
ts first outing in anger. Alex Clacher un: 
officially broke his own I-litre lap record in 
practice and this was fast enough to put him 
in the middle of the front row. The outside 
space was taken by the massive (in every 
Sense of the word) 5.7-litre Boss Escort of 
Douglas Niven, now with a very famous 
name on the side, that of the Border Reivers 
racing team. At the start Niven's 16 in rears 
Bripped first and punched him into the lead, 
followed by Calvert and Clacher, then came 
Kelth Bowmaker's 47-litre Escort, Roget 
Matthews’ 1300 cc Mini, Bob Morey's similar 
car, then the I-litre Imp of Peter Pitman, 
closely followed by Andy Barton's Mini, Bar- 


ton overtook Pitman on lap two and Morey 
on lap three, elevating himself to sixth place. 
‘Then Niven’s car started to go off song and 
Calvert, who had never been far behind, 
took the lead. Clacher followed him past and 
proceeded to challenge Calvert, but just did 
not quite Have the steam. However, Alex 
matched his best practice time and in doing 
50 took 06 s off his own l-litre record, 

Twenty cars were in the programme for 
the modsports race, counting for the Dick 
Protheroe Trophy, but non-starters made only 
13 cars on the grid. A varied front row con- 
sisted of John Absalom's pretty 1800 cc Gin- 
etta G4, John MacDonald's ferocious Morgan 
Plus 8-Rover VS and Bryan Litherland’s growl- 
ing Bryrob Plant Hire 4|-litre E-type Jaguar. 
‘MacDonald was still having problems with 
his oll pressure relief valve but was soldier- 
ing on, watching the oll pressure gauge and 
hoping for the best as he slotted into second 
place behind the nimble Ginetta. Anthony 
Palmer (lensen-Healey) and Ron Harper 
(Triumph Spitfire) came into the pits on lap 
one and as they were sorting out thelr 
troubles MacDonald's Morgan went _ pi 
sounding very rough. Litherland was not too 
happy either, and it wasn't tong before Jim 
‘Adamson, who was going very well with his 
Lnlitre Ginetta, took him’ for third place, 
The only runner in class B, Christopher Snow: 
dea, spun his Morgan Plus 4 at Tower but 
managed to continue, then Absalom was 
coming through with headlamps ablaze lap- 
ping backmarkers. He was by now a long. 
way ahead of MacDonald who, despite his 
troubles, was still holding second place from 
‘Adamson, who was in- turn followed by 
Litherland. That is how they finished, except 
that Litherland had to retire on his Very last 
lap when a Sbre washer on the E-type's points 
broke and cut the engine. 

‘The curtain-closer was the second Formula 
Ford race 
Eldens on the front row of the grid. After 
his nasty shunt three weeks ago Norman 
Dickson had been quoted a time of three 
months to have his old Crossle repaired, #0 
instead he had bought a brand new 25F 
model. His original Rowland engine was still 
Providing the horses though, as this had 
Come out of the crash intact. The Eldens were 
piloted by Jose Ferreira da Silva and Allan 
Wilson respectively. The race was uneventful 
by Formula Ford standards with Dickson lead: 
ing from ind the main interest 


Starkey's Merlyn Mk 20A-Scholar, Wilson's 
il Williamson's Lotus 69F- 
ree finished in that ord 
i second spot. Lumping 
for events two and five to: 
gether gave Ted Payne overall honours from 
Stu Lawson, then Dickson, da Silva, Starkey 
and Wilson, 

‘The meeting was run to time throughout, 
and with a friendly, relaxed atmosphere n0 
doubt contributed to by the weathe: 
sant touch was that all race winn 
presented with # Boule of bubbly for thelr 


rouble. 
i JOHN HORNBY 
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AUTOSPORT. APRIL 4, 1974 


Maggie Anderson leads the Renault field at Druids followed by Neil McGrath, Dave Hedges, 


Bob Taylor and Stuart McCrudden. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Ladies and Renaults star 


‘Sunday's BRSCC meeting at Brands Hatch saw 
the opening round of the Renault 5 challenge 
‘series, and excellent entertainment it provided 
too. A full grid of colourful, unblemished 
Renaults took off for eight laps of the Kent 
clreult, and after nearly 10 minutes of almost 
silent ‘racing, punctuated only by the squeal 
of Michelins, Maggie Anderson, the MRS pupil 
‘and celebrity racer, crossed the line In front 
of a gaggle of male driven Renaults 
‘establish herself firmly at the head of 
Renault league table. In fact it was Maggie's 
day for she followed home Lella Lombardi in 
the Ladies’ ShellSport Mexico race. Drivers 
‘each of the 


day. There were even some 
Jap records and the prodsports race could go 
down as one of the best ever, even though 
vietor Chris Meek blotted his copybook with 


fome reckless driving, the subject of 
stewards’ inquiry. 
Kicking off the proceedings were two 


Formula Ford heats for the Townsend 
‘Thoresen final. Racing in the first heat looked 
unnecessarily hectic (it was only a heat after 
all) with St 

Roy Klomfass (Hawke-Scholar DL! 
Blanchet (Lotus-Ansell 61M), and Lou de 
Marco (Merlyn-Rowland Mk 20A) all fighting 
tooth and nail for the race. Blanchet led the 
first four laps and then South led the next 
four to win whilst Roy Klomfass, the South 
‘African, fought through to second, only to 
be relegated to the end of the queve when 
bidding for the lead. However, he got back 
Up there by the end, leading home Blanchet 
fand de Marco, Rob Wicken (Merlyn-Piper 
Mk 17A) overcame Phil Dowsett’s Tay Garage 
Titan for fifth. 

Jorge Koechiin (Elden-Scholar Mk 10C) got 
himself out of the melee pretty quickly in 
the second heat, helped considerably by a 
fracas at South Bank between Malcolm Kay's 
Ray and David MacPherson's Merlyn who 
delayed the rest of the field. Wil Arif (Merlyn- 
Minister Mk 20A) followed the Peruvian driver 
home 4.2 s behind having held second through- 
‘out, but the real dust up was for third between 
the two Royale RP3s of Brian Songhurst 
Julian Clark. In fact it was Songhurst for 
of the eight laps, although admittedly Clark 
had had to deal with Freddie Jacks’ fifth 
placed Merlyn before challenging his fellow 
Royale driver. 

‘The final was the penultimate race of the 
day over 12 laps, the only one not of eight. 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 4, 1974 


Koechlin took a very brief lead at the start 
but very soon it was South leading from a 
hard charging Klomfass, Koechlin, de Marco 
and Wicken. Klomfass took South's Ray at 
Bottom Bend on lap two and pulled out 
fractionally while South was in a gaggle with 
Koechlin, de Marco and Wicken with Blanchet, 
who received a 10 s penalty for one of ' those 
stop starts leading Dowsett and the rest. South 
disappeared way down the field on lap four 
with @ smokey spin at Clearways leaving his 
sparring partners, Wicken, Koechlin and de 
Marco to fight it out behind Klomfass. Lap 
‘eight and de Marco dropped out with a spin 
fat Bottom Bend which was a dramatic affair 
on grass and tarmac at high speed. Koechlin 
drew out 0.8 s from Wicken who was third 
‘and none too happy about the oil spray from 
the car in front, while Blanchet spun out of 
his fourth on the road leaving the position 
to Wil Arif's Merlyn which had benefited 
from Frank Bradley's indiscretion in. partner- 
ship with Blanchet. Bradley finished fifth how- 
ever, from a recovered de Marco. 

Second event of the day was an experiment 
in prodsports to give those faithfuls of last 
year another chance to vindicate themselves, 
and with a tittle help from various friends, 
they did. All that exotica which was so desired 
in the expensive class turned up: a Ferrari 
Dino for’ Richard Charnley, Chris Meek’ 
Pantera, John de Stefano's Porsche Carrera, 
Peter Taylor's 5.3 Jaguar E and Alan van 
Doren’s 5.7 Chevrolet Corvette. And that's not 
to mention two Lotus Europas from Brierly 
Supermarkets and a Morgan Plus 8 from John 
Britten. And the racing wasn't bad either. 
Geoff Till in the Aldon/Doc Griffiths Jensen 
Healey sat between Meek and Charnley on 
the grid and seemed to make the best 
but very soon the Pantera was establish 
the lead from de Stefano who came storming 
through and Till with the Jaguar next up. 
De Stefano drew ever closer to Meek until he 
made his bid up the hill to Druids on lap 
five. In fact he had got past the Pantera, but 
it arrived up his rear end, spun him and 
then booted him into the bank where the 
Porsche rested, with hopefully superficial 
damage, until the end of the race. Meek then 
just had to tour home to finish an unpopular 
‘winner, while Geoff Till put on an impressive 
performance for second and first in class in 
the Jensen Healey. Colin Blower put on an 
equally impressive performance coming right 
through the field from a Ss start in one of 
the Brierly Europas to finish third. Team mate 
Rod Gretton too did well coming fifth, sand- 


wiching Peter Taylor's E type in fourth. Ron 
Hopkinson won the next class down, finishing 
in ninth, while Doc Griffiths upheld the 
Aldon tradition in Till's Midget taking the 
class win and beating Till’s lap record, None 
of the exotica (apart from the Porsche) was 
damaged, and let’s hope it'll all turn out again 
‘at the next race, On investigation, it was 
revealed that de Stefano's Porsche was rui 
‘ning. on illegal tyres, so any driving protest 
‘was thrown out. 

‘After the second FF heat, there appeared 
a full grid of Renault STLs, all on standard 
tyres, with standard exhausts and bright 
paintwork. Poleman Dave Hedges shared his 
time ‘with the Scotts of Mottingham model 
‘of Maggie Anderson, so all looked good. How- 
fever, at was the third fastest car, that of 
Mexico dicer Neil McGrath which was 
first into Paddock, followed by Hedges, Miss 
Anderson, Bob Taylor (Renault's man in the 
South of England) and another Mexico mai 
‘Stuart MeCrudden. Miss Anderson was deter- 
mined to be there at the end and by Bottom 
Bend she was up into second in the long train 
of French machinery. Hedges made his mistake 
‘early and dropped to fourth by the end of the 
lap, behind Taylor, but by the end of lap 
two was up into second, both Anderson and 
Hedges demoting Neil McGrath to third. It 
didn’t stay that way though for McGrath 
fought back up into second by lap three from 
Hedges, Taylor and McCrudden. McGrath and 
Hedges then had a set-to for a couple of laps 
with the former being the man to chase the 
lady home, Taylor was fourth, McCrudden 
fifth while sixth was the Andre Baldet entry 
(remember him in Lotus Cortinas, etc) for 
Christopher Costin. A very promising. start, 
‘and Renault showed they were having no 
nonsense by re-scrutineering the first four. 

They reckon that parts of Tony Dunder- 
dale’s 1.6 Turner are now entering thelr 
twelfth season in motor racing so it was 
pretty fine that he was leading the first two 
laps of the modsports race, Admittedly there 
was no John Pearson (1,6 Lotus Elan) to 
worry about for the diff casing cracked in 
practice, so it was the dicing duo of David 
Hipperson (K Sportscars Midget) and Richard 
Jenvey in a newly built 1.6 Elan (having his 
first outing in the car) who took the lead off 
Dunderdale on the third Inp. Dunderdale held 
‘on to third for a while and behind him came 
another Mexico man John Waterman 
in the ex-Tony Shaw 3.8 Jaguar E, and Mike 
Chittenden'’s Midget. Jenvey held off Hipper. 
son for a long time, but o last lap, ol 
emitting from the Jenvey car finally upset the 
handling and in a flash Hipperson was through 
to the flag, Jenvey was second with Water- 
man, having passed Dunderdale, fourth, on 
the sixth lap, Nick Ramus’ Elan, Peter May's 
‘Arkley SS and Lyn Grenville-Mathers’ Austin 
Healey 3000 all tangled on lap one to create 
chaos at Clearways but fortunately no one 
was hurt. 

The ladies came out next in ShellSport 
Mexicos and a varied bunch they proved to 
be with varied experience at various occupa: 
tions. Lella Lombardi, Fiona Richmond, Sue 
Baker (Evening News motor writer), Jean 
Denton and comedy actress Linda Cunningham 
would give a fair indication of the entry. Fiona 
Richmond kept up the interest by stuffing it 
during practice (What? You  inquire—the 
Mexico, I reply) and it all looked like being 
g00d fin. Linda Cunningham nearly upset the 
‘apple cart at Paddock by pirouetting in front 
of the ladies and wiping the Mexico's stern 
along the Armco, but continuing shakily until 
Dlackflagged. Meanwhile front row occupants 
Susan Tucker-Peake and Lorina Boughton were 
hard at it, Miss Boughton leading lap two, 
whilst Leila Lombardi in number 12 and 
Maggie Anderson in 16 were both driving 
through the field. The ShellSport lady took 
the lead off Lorina Boughton on lap 12 and 
Maggie Anderson slipped through too, Lella 
Lombardi opened up a healthy Itad to the flag 
while Miss Anderson kept Lorina Boughton at 
bay for second. Georgie Shaw came up well 
from number 15 to be fourth in front of 
‘Susan Tucker-Peake. There was certainly some 


Continued on page 50 
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OULTON PARK 


Argenti strikes gold 


By IAN TITCHMARSH Photographs by PETER McFADYEN 
Sunshine, full grids, plenty of spectators, an excellent commentary and the BRSCC NW 


Ce 


tre’s efficient organisation 


sre the ingredients which made up the best day's racing yet 


this year. The winter gloom was lifted and It was as if we had all been fretting about nothing. 
Oulton Park has now acquired yet another mod con” in the form of catch fencing at many 


Of the corners but the spectators’ view remains largely unimpeded 


in fact with excellent new 


catering facilities, only the poor 15p's worth of programme could have been the spec- 


tators only grouse. Highlights of the day were the first round of the STP Formul 
rd Championship, which produced the usual hectic racing and ended In a fine first 
the young Jim Russell pupil Matthew Argenti, together with « 16-lap round 

in the Triplex Production Saloon Car series, the longest race of 


ever win f 


the day, which saw Nigel 


Stovin-Bradford win once more in his Chevrolet Camaro, after a spin. 


First of the six events was a consolation 
one for the Formula Fords which did not 
‘qualify for the STP race. On pole position was 
former Midget driver Tony Williams with 
new Dulon MPI5 sponsored by Duralil 
teries and powered by a J. S, Whitehead 
engine which had only been completed the 
night before and lost its oll pressure after 
two laps. Into the lead instead went Malcolm 
Kay in the Northgate Securities Ray 73F and 
he was soon opening up a lead over the Mk 
24-bodied Merlyn Mk 20A of Nigel Haywood 
and Colin Emery's MRE 73F. In no time at 
all this latter pair were joined from the back 
of the (grid by Ken Silverstone'’s Hawke 
DLI1 which passed both of them on lap four 
before losing time at Lodge, allowing Hay- 


wood back into second but just holding of 


lap six, Silverstone spun 
hit by’ Emery, damaging 
both cars quite badly. Meanwhile Haywood 
was closing in on the leader, aided on. the 
Penultimate lap perhaps by the yellow flags 
At Cascades, and on the last one Kay over- 


did it at Old Hall, putting the power down 
too early and spinning. Before he could re- 
cover Haywood was through into a good 
Tead which he held to the fi 


a 
Including Harold Cooper (Rostron CT2) a1 
Gary Clare (Merlyn Mk 17) but both di: 
appeared and it was Frank Potts in an ex 
‘Alo Lawler Royale RP16 who ws 
the en of 


tarters, only elght finished, chiefly due to 
the high accident rate. 

The Ford Mexico Challenge entered its 
fourth season, the second with support from 
Motoreraft, with 20 cars on the grid includ: 
ing that of Colin Vandervell, returning to this 
‘class of racing which he enjoyed so much two 
years ago. Once again his car is prepared 
by Denny Rowland but he was deprived of 
Pole position by the surprise of the end of 
1973, (Neil McGrath, who. has obtained spon- 
sorahip for his 1973 car from Thomas Motors 
of Blackpool. Once again Stuart Whitehead 
Prepares the engine, Completing the front 
row was the black ‘car entered by Ronnie 
Scott's Jazz Club for former FF star John 
Stevens and it was these three who dominated 
the race, immediately breaking away from 
Gordon Rigby's white Mexico which, in turn, 
Put daylight between itself and the’ slipping, 
sliding, sideways bunch behind, ‘There wa 
very little to choose between Vandervel 
and McGrath but the former F2_dri 
claimed afterwards that it 
than that formula (1), knew how to keep 
good man behind him and all McGrath's 
moves for the inside at Knickerbrook were 
blocked, in the nicest possible way. Gradually 
‘Stevens was dropped and he retired at half 
distance with plug trouble and loss of power. 
With a lap to go, McGrath closed up for a 
last big effort but Vandervell pulled out all 
the stops and crossed the line 0.68 to the 


med assured of third place fol- 
the retirement of Stevens but he had 
too agricultural moment at Lodge on 
the sixth lap which allowed David Da Costa's 
Reeds Rallye Sport car and John Waterman to 
catch up. This rather put Rigby off his stroke 
and in the last couple of laps he was not 
only passed by these two but by Geoff Evans 
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‘as well.’ Peter Ripley came in seventh ahead 
of a down-on-power Barrie Williams and 
Nick Weir. Mike Freeman failed to negotiate 
Druids on the second lap, retiring with bent 
bodywork. To the promising McGrath went 
a new lap record, an improvement of 0.65 
On the time set last October. 

‘A full grid of 30 cars came out to do battl 
Ucerally, for the first helping of STP points 
and a rare old scrap it turned out to be, 
with fewer accidents than three weeks ago 
When BOC points were at stake. Seven cars 
Immediately sorted themselves Into the lead. 
ing bunch from which the winner had to 
‘emerge and on lap one the order was Matthew 
Argenti (Merlyn Mk 25), Patrick Neve (Lola 
T340) and Kelvin Hesketh (Merlyn Mk 24) 
side by side, Mike Young (Van Diemen RF74), 
Graham Cuthbert (Van Diemen RF73), Rich: 
ard Hawkins (Dulon MP15B) and the ‘inevit- 
able Syd Fox (Hawke DLI1) with Stephen 
South's Ray 74 tagging along a few yards 
behind. Rupert Keegan helped to eliminate 
the Merlyns of Stuart Baird and Barry Wat 
burton at Lodge on this first lap but carried 
on himself before having another accident 
in his Hawke DL11. Former kart champion 
Hesketh has really found his form this 
season and on the second lap took the lead 
from the other yellow Merlyn. of Argenti 
Knickerbrook in a finely executed manoeuvre. 

Dulon, was also 
‘and took over third a 
although Argent! was 
the lead again, having done to 
Hesketh what the Stein Lager man did to 
him. On the fifth lap Hesketh led once more 
with Fox now up to fourth behind Hawkins, 
who was not destined to last. much long 


smote the Armco, twisting a3 
‘By now Argenti was back in front but ran 
at Lodge. just keeping his lead from 
h and Fox but Cuthbert, who wai 
moving up to make his challenge, was forced 
even wider and upset his car by too much 
the dropped: right out of 
contention. It was not a Van Diemen lap really 
for Young's car had mysteriously cut out on 
Top Straight and by the time the fault had 
cleared itself he was down to seventh and 
too far behind to catch up again. Neve, on 
the other hand, was far from finished and, 
with one lap left, braked impossibly late for 
Knickerbrook and sailed past Hesketh and 
Fox into second. This allowed Argenti to 
pull out a tiny breathing space which was 
all the young student needed to give him a 
fine first win in the formula. Ne not $0 
fortunate for his good work was all undone 
at’ Lodge on the last lap when he ran wide, 
Fox and Hesketh were through again, and he 
was fourth. South's waiting game paid off to 
some extent and gave him fifth ahead of 
Young. 

Group 1 racing at club level is now 
returning to its normal self and there were 
23 starters for the Triplex marathon. Camaros 
‘as usual filled the front of the grid in the 
order Nigel Stovin-Bradford, Malcolm West, 
Jon Fletcher, with John Cooper's BMW. Si 
intervening before Brian Pepper's Camaro, 
So that you will understand, S-B was driving 
the car which Pepper used at the previous 
‘Oulton meeting while West had the one which 
S-B started out with at Brands Hatch. Pepper 
had a new one. The one common factor is 
‘Stuart Graham and, for 5-B and West, spon. 


Formula Ford cars stream down towards Knicker | 
Argenti, followed by Hesketh, Vermilio, Cuthbert, F 
starts to spin his Camaro at Knicker Brook when abot 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 4, 1974 


with Neve's Lola on the inside of 
Hawkins (above). Stovin-Bradjord 
p Slade's Avenger. 
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sorship from the Isabella International Camp- 
ing Company which gave the team an excuse 
to fill the paddock with caravans! Once again 
West's car lurched sideways as the cars 
Jefe the grid, this time more than ever be- 
fore so that he dented the immaculate panel 
of Cooper's BMW and caused Jon Dooley's 
‘Alfetia a few missed engine-beats and many 
‘seconds. This allowed S-B to take the lead 
from Jon “You learn new words every day 
with these cars” Fletcher. The word which 
Jon had just learnt was Polyglas, and he was 
without any, the Dunlop equipment he had 
Instead being comparatively deficient s0 that 
he was son hauled in by West who was now 
pointing in the right direction. 

‘Stovin-B carried on happily at the front 
until a front brake seal failed and he spun 
the monster at Knickerbrook on lap nine. 
One three-point turn later, he was on his way 
again, still In front but looking at a red brake 
warning light like the one which had been 
flashing at Fletcher since the start. The inter. 
mediate, and apparently healthy, Camaro of 


West was in a Worse state however for the 
clutch failed altogether with two laps to go. 
So Fletcl jimed second after all, a pos: 
sible from Cooper's splendidly 


Griven BMW disappearing with the car's ex- 
12. Only three 


jams enjoyed himself on the way to winnin, 
icin the GN Vauxhall Magnum by seeing 
whether he could take Lodge, and most other 
corners for that matter, backwards while still 
going forwards, 20 sideways was he throw- 
Ing It. In the process he was almost caught for 
fourth overall by Stuart Rolt’s Capri which 
proved pretty good at wagging its tail too 
and suggested that this son of a famous 
Plenty of talent, 
cheaper classes, local man Alan 
Minshaw suffered the galling experience of 
home ground by the similar 
ill Sydenham which 
managed to lead for half the race. 

's Dalry Tops Yogurt (free samples 
in the paddock, folks!) Avenger ran out of 
brakes and retired, when chasing the other 
two. A surprise in the cheapest category was 
the increasing speed of Alister Darroch’s 
Janspeed Datsun 100A which began the race 
(its ‘driver's second-ever) a distant third to 
the battling Moskvich of ‘Tony Stubbs and 
Imp Sport of Simon Watson. In the last few 
laps Darroch made great inroads into the 
distance separating him from them and des. 
pite some rather uncertain habits in the 
Corners, had the speed on the straights to 
take the lead on the last lap. 

‘SuperNoel is well and truly back. The 
second SheliSport Clubmen’s race | went 
exactly the same way as the first with the 
Gryphon driver showing the kind of speed 
and ability which put him into a different 
class from the rest round a circuit where he 
has always been outstanding. Trying to pre- 
vent a complete Stanbury-Foley take over 
Was Richard Cresswell and a fine Job he mi 


of it in the Phantom which had to be raised 
considerably after serious bottoming in prac- 
tice but even he could not keep out Barry 
Foley for ever and the St Bruno Roughcutter 
took over second on the fifth Fourth, 
from a poor grid position and with a broken 
exhaust gasket, was a determined Vernon 
Davies who upheld U2 honours with his re- 
built Mk 11B ahead of Martin White's new 
Mk 14. Frank Sytner rubbed his nose against 
Rob Cochran's Bladon at the first comer and 
the U2 driver had to stop for plastic surgery 
before carrying on rather a long way back, 
while another fast U2 kept out of it was 
Steve Russell's Mk 12 which blew a head 
gasket when being warmed up just before 
the race. 

‘The I-litre class should have been 
straight fight between Creighton Brown’ 
Team Camborough (that’s a kind of pig, 
dear!) U2 Mk 11B and Derek Walker's 
Ladybird but the insect was swatted against 
the Druids sleepers on the second lap to the 
detriment of her rear end but not her breede 
‘The best FF-engined car was Gavin Scott's U2 

‘some way behind an easing-up 


In conclusion the special saloons had a 
non-championship thrash totally dominated by 
‘Tony Sugden's Brook Hire Escort BDE which 
is now mostly on song but still not perfect. 
Anticipated opposition from Rhoddy Harvey: 
Bailey’ in the ex-Barrios Broadspeed Escort 
RS now owned by Robert Ryan did not 
materialise since it started from the back of 
the grid with a push start and, despite com- 
ing through the field of Minis to second, 
never looked like making up tme on the 
Winner. Nigel Clarke's Cooper $ took third 
and the class from Robin Farquhar's similar 
‘car, another to suffer from a push start, while 
Bill Barrett's Cooper S was fifth and best 
Inlitre after Nick Birch’s Imp had retired 
when a core plug blew out. George Hard set 
fastest lap in this class with his Cooper S 
‘on his way up from the back of the grid to 
‘second in cla 
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Feature of the day was the battle between Gerry Marshall's Vauxhall Ventora and Tony Strawson's Capri. 


SILVERSTONE 


Marshall gives Ventora 
debut win and record 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


“That was one race I didn't stage, it was 
work,” said Gerry Marshall after 

first ever overall win at Silverstone 
last Sunday while giving the DTV Vauxhall 
Ventora its debut. The hard work was created 
by Tony Strawson's Capri which shadowed 
‘throughout the eight laps. In 


highlight of what was generally a superb 
day's racing organised by the BARC (N. 
Thames). The three FF races provided the 
best spectacle and wins went to Peter White, 
Syd Fox and John Murphy. As well as 
Marshall's record others were taken by Nigel 
Stovin-Bradford, Bill Sydenham, David Vizard 
and Alistair Darroch while Geoff Friswell and 
Bey Bond equalled the Atlantic time and 
Ray Payne the special saloon record. 

The ‘seven-race programme opened on 
beautifully warm and. sunny day with the 
first of the two over-subscribed non-champion: 
ship Formula Ford Heats. From the second 
row of the grid it was Geoff Lees’ Royale 
which made ‘the best start chased by Peter 
Orlando's Merlyn. At the end of the first 
lap Lees still had it in close company with 
poleman Peter White, Doug Bassett, Orlando, 
Chris Barnett, Victor Poger and hordes of 
others. Tt was Orlando who hit the from 
coming down the Club straight next time 
round but he came into Woodcote just too 
fast and spun. Somehow everyone else got 
round without incident; the lead was then 
Teft to four cars to battle out as the rest 
split up. Basically it was White hounded by 
Bassett with Lees and Barnett mixing it to 
the hilt also. White and Lees in fact touched 
fat Woodcote on one occasion they were 0 
close, but amazingly nobody came grief and 
White was the one who judged it right on 


the last lap to win with his four-year-old Pal 
liser by 04 #. Dead heating on time for the 
next couple of places were Bassett and Lees 
While Barnett. was a further 0.4 s behind 
Poger was a safe fifth with Orlando recover- 
ing well to regain sixth place by the end. 

‘The second heat was, unbelievably, even 
more hairy between the two battling for the 
lead, John Murphy and Syd Fox. However it 
was outside front row man Alo Lawler who 
led initially but he spun at Woodcote on 
the second lap while in second place and 
did not feature again, Following that moment 
Fox took the lead chased by Jim Walsh and 
Murphy who moved up rapidly after running 
wide at Becketts on the first tour. On lap 
three Murphy hit the front with some 
incredibly sideways stuff at Woodcote. Walsh 
too was pretty well crossed up round Wood- 
cote while Fox spent his time nipping inside 
and trying to keep out of the way'of the side- 
‘on merchants. Walsh's antics dropped him 
Slightly and the two Hawkes were left to 
do’ their own individual things up front. At 
the end of the eight laps Murphy had it 
although he made a few people sweat as he 
came 50 close to losing it time and time 
again; his safety margin was just 02s 
Walsh was never under pressure in third 
although those behind him had quite a dust- 
up which resulted in David Heale, Brian 
Sharp, Nigel Burke and Rupert Keegan being 
separated by 1.2 s. 

Much interest centred on the Forward 
‘Trust Special Saloon event because of the car 
‘on pole position—the very smart DTV Vaux- 
hall Ventora Repco V8. Since its announcement 
at the end of last year Big Bertha has under- 
gone much development work and all those 
Involved, Frank Costin, Bill Blydenstein and 
20 on, were all there to see what Gerry 
Marshall could do with it. The Sirst thing he 
did was plant it on pole position with a time 
of 58.6 s just 02 s outside the record and 


the same amount under Strawberry Straw- 
son's time in the Car Accessories Capri. 
The handling of the Ventora was not ali 
that it should have been which could be 
‘accounted for to some extent by a broken 
anti roll bar, but Gerry explained that some 
new uprights and other suspension com- 
ponents had not yet been fitted. Strawson 
Feported the silver machine to be lifting a 
Wheel about nine inches off the ground round 
Maggots—which, (0 say the least, could prove 
to be hairy. Also rather remarkable was that 
Marshall was seeking his first ever outright 
win at Silverstone. The two big bangers were 
really in a class of their own—third quickest 
was 1300 Escort man John Robinson. 

Marshall thrust the Ventora into the 
right from the fall of the flag but thé 
just latched on and off they set. The Vauxhall 
‘at Woodcote was just something else, 
Churning the wheel round and still hanging 
the tail out half way down the pit straight. 
But, as he explained afterwards, this time 
he was not doing it just to keep the large 
crowd happy—it was what he had to do to 
keep Strawson at bay. Strawson in fact wi 
going well too, extremely well in fact, and 
within three laps they were threading their 
‘way through the backmarkers. Some of them 

nt that Marsh 
had a 1.2 s cushion at the end but he ws 
exhausted not just from the fumes in the 
car, but from the pressure which had been 
upon him throughout the eight laps. His 
fastest lap was 582 s which is 
achievement fi 
looked like being a 
Let's get Hill to join Marshall and Strawson 
‘and then we'll see a real motor race, 

The rest of the race paled to insignificance 
really. The only unlapped runner was Robin- 
son's beautifully turned out BDA Escort. The 
‘other competitors were rather short changed 
due to the speed of the big bangers and some 
oly got six racing laps. Phil Winter's 1300 
Mini took fourth ahead of Ray Payne's Hart. 
well Imp which equalled the class record. The 
“Minis of Martin Ridehalgh and Grahame Tilley 
had a big dice for sixth which went to the 
former by 0.2 s. The small class was taken 
by Dieter Dablemann's Mini 

Just 12 cars were on the for the 
opening round of the MCD Formula Atlantic 
race. "We can do better than that in F3" 
quoth spectator Tony Rouff who was bored 
by the fact that he had not got a race until 
Good Friday. Of those that did not turn up 
Richard Scott was wandering round the pa 
dock proclaiming once more a lack of cash 
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Atlantics at Becketts on lap one: Bailey leads Friswell, Bond, Choularton, Mallock, Musetti, 


Baker and Crawford. 


while poor Matt Spitzley took an early bath 
Yet again when the jackshaft failed on his 
BDA after just five laps of practice. Fris the 
Whiz, Geoff Friswell sat on pole position 
In his familiar Hart powered March following 
@ lap of 54,0 s, 0.2 5 under his own record. 
Geott's extra speed could have been accounted 
for by his using F3 size wheels and tyres 
which in theory give better straight line per- 
formance, The other front row men were Ken 
Bailey and Bey Bond both with Lec powered 
Marches and both on 54.4 5. Ray Mallock ws 

ext in the Chequered Flag Ensign on 54.8 
then Stephen Choularton's 
Musetti was happy with his 56.0 5 
ahead of non-starter Spitzley (56.6 s), Woody 
Harris (58.2 s), Robin Smythe (58.6 5), Chris 
Oates (58.8 5), Roy Baker (59.8 5), Robert 
Cooper (60.4 8), and Jim Crawford, who had 
done 57.8 # but upset the organisers who put 
him at the back, He had a recurrence of his 
wheel bearing trouble so he hopped into Chou. 
Tarton's car to qualify but failed to notify any- 
fone and thus went to the back of the queue. 
All in all not a very inspiring line-up and 
iter three laps we were deprived the com- 
pany of Messrs Oates, Harris and Cooper 
which nobody really missed. 

Bailey made the best start and led until 
half way down the main straight when Fris: 
well just darted past and disappeared. At 
Teast he went out of mind until Bond passed 
Bailey on the eighth of the 15 laps and then 

ted chucking the Harry Stiller/Custom 
Made March around in fine style—so much 
so that he started reducing the gap by about 
@ second lap. On lap 13 he got it down to 
3.8 s and looked like getting closer. Geoff 
wasn't bothered too much though and held 
it there to the end. Bailey dropped back 
steadily after Bond went past and was 
‘only 2 s ahead of Mallock at the end. 
Choularton was fifth shadowed virtually 
throughout by team-mate Crawford. Musetti 
‘was in touch initially but dropped back 
towards the end. Smythe and Baker had a 
slow motion dice at the back which was 
eventually won by Smythe quite comfortably. 

Twenty-three people came to the grid for 
the Britax Gl race which is more healthy 
than recent races. It was not exactly a 
heart-stopping event although down the field 
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a number of drivers provided excitement. 
As wont Nigel Stovin-Bradford went 
Straight into the lead with his Camaro and 

jayed there to the end. Brian Pepper's similar 
Stuart Graham prepared car could not com- 
pete but stayed a steady three seconds ahead 
of John Cooper's BMW which was well driven 
land very sideways at times. Similarly Barrie 
Bolt's. Capri was untroubled in fourth. 
Derrick Brunt’s class winning Firenza once 
more had the legs down the straight on 
Stuart Rolt's smart Capri, What action there 
was was centred round seventh place. The 
Magnums of Barrie Williams and tan Robert- 
son and Martin Carroll's Capri all looked on 
the verge of the biggest accidents at all times, 
Carroll" being the best bet. Whizzo was 
certainly enjoying himself using every inch of 
road and lock to advantage and took the 
place from Robertson by 0.2 s. Bill Sydenham 
took the £1000 to £1249 class in his Avenger 
after hot pursuer David Vizard spun while 


ay Payne, (8. 


the small class went to Alister Darroch’s 
entertainingly driven Datsun 100A. 

‘The third round of the Tricentrol Sports 
GT race saw a much happier Jeremy Lord 
taking a very easy win after John Markey's 
Lotus 30 was pushed off the grid with a 
major oil leak. Lord made a poor start in 
the smart Minilite Lola but the power of the 
sweet sounding DFV put it in the lead down 
the Club straight on lap one and that was 
that, In fact going into Copse for the first 
time he and Tim Goss’ second placed Gropa 
touched which resulted in a dirty mark on 
the Lola's nose but no further damage. There 
was a touch of brake fade towards the end 
but nothing that affected the dominating 
performance. Peter Andrew's Bradshaw Plant 
Hire Martin BMIO led at the start but could 
not cope with Lord. The Martin emitted 
‘much smoke round Woodcote most of the 
time but this was of little consequence and 
although Frank Astin closed to within a second 
in his Gropa, the places were never in doubt. 
Similarly fourth place was the province of 
Peter Long after Goss had to retire. His 
moment with his former Clubmen's sparring 
partner Lord resulted in a tyre valve coming 
Sut and surprise, surprise, all air being let 
Toose to the atmosphere. Dice of the race 
was between Les Aylott and: Mike Andrew 
which resulted in the latter spinning wildly 
‘at Woodcote on the last lap and the Squadron 
Leader receiving the Tricentrol golden ingot 
for the performance of the race. 

‘The meeting closed ahead of schedule with 
the FF final. Made up of the leading finishers 
‘of the two heats it promised to be thrilling 
“it was. The first two laps were full of 
Usual FF madness and then the field sorted 
self out to leave the lead to be battled 
between John Murphy, Syd Fox and Doug 
Bassett. Murphy puffed much steam from 
the engine on corners but this was excess 
water only and not serious. He continued 
to put on the most amazing Torino wearing 
performance at Woodcote which generally 
gave him the leading position. The pattern 
was that the trio would come down the 
Straight three abreast usually with Fox on 
the outside, However, the man who led was 
normally the man who used most of the pit 
road. Fox's tactics kept him in contention but 
ut of trouble. Bassett in fact spun out on the 
seventh lap at Copse with no damage which 
left Fox with a reasonably comfortable 
advantage. Murphy screwed everything out 
of his car but failed by 0.2 « to catch Fox; 
if he had not taken to the Woodcote greenery 
fon the penultimate lap he might have been 
even closer. Lees made third place fairly 
comfortable once he had left the four behind 
him. Eventually they resolved themselves in 
the order Peter White, Brian Sharp, Jim 
Walsh and Rupert Keegan. 

The next 14 cars had just 7 s between 
them after the eight laps which made for 
some good entertainment. 


Fain Wage Sten 


YOULL GUIDE TO 
FORMULS FORD 


NB: TO THE PURISTS, THIS LINE DRAWING IS NOT. 
MEANT TO REPRESENT ANY PARTICULAR MAKE OF 
RACING CAR 


CONSISTENT FRONT RUNNERS 


THE JAMUN T3B F.F. 


Jamun Racing, Eastern House, 
Court Lodge, Bush Road, 
Cuxton, Rochester, Kent. 

Tel: Medway 70200. 


RAYRACE LTD. 


Manufacturers of Ray Race Formula 
Ford cars. Inquiries for F/F or FA 
Contact: Bert Ray, 

65 North Street. Clapham, SW4. 
Tel: 01-720 6976. 


KONIG HEATH 


Manufacturers of Formula Ford 
chassis and components. Also sup- 
plier of mag wheels. 

65 North Street, London, SW4. 
Tel: 01-720 3101 


/ 


GEORGE GURR 
OPPOSITE LOCK E.11 


Stockists of the fantastic n 

safety breaker. Also roll cag 

helmets and full harnesses, « 
Tel: 01-656 700. 
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THIS IS AN ADVERTISING GUIDE TO 
FORMULA FORD. THE FOLLOWING 
COMPANIES PROVIDE SPECIFIC 
SERVICES TO THE SPORT OF MOTOR 
RACING. FURTHER DETAILS MAY 
BE OBTAINED FROM THE LISTED 
ADDRESSES. 


‘A mamber of the Alan Smith Group. 


RACING GEARBOXE! LD. 


Micial Hewiend 


te Prompt attention to your enquiry 
Manchester Street, Derby 
Tel: 0332 40606 


MINILITE WHEELS 


Tech-Del Ltd, 
32-36 Telford Way, 


USA FORMULA FORD ONLY 


BALDYNE ENGINEERING 


‘The scientific approach to styling Prmugh Garvan, ian beatings Rosa tA21), Bromiey 


WUNTINGDONSHIRE 
"Tett Hunte. 6987-8 


RACE PREPARATION SERVICES 


AMBRIDGE 44193 


For the coming seston why 


lus help you? All kinds of preparation work undertaken 
f the Tollowing Formule: 


FORD, SUPERVEE, 3 AND ATLANTIC 


IF YOU CAN'T COME TO US WE COULD COME TO YOU 
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TAP TRAVELS 


Climax to a day 
on the move 


I had, what turned out to be, very false 
preconceived ideas about Portugal before 1 
left to cover the TAP Rally. I was assigned 
fo report this event as Rallies Editor John 
Davenport was already in Africa for the 
Safari. From previous years’ reports I had 
thought that all the special stages would be 
dry, hot and very dusty. Also, and quite 
inexplicably, 1 had somehow imagined the 
countryside of Portugal to be similarly dry and 
dusty. I was very wrong on both counts. The 
special stages this year were (apart from one 
sunny afternoon) for the most part similar 
to the hillier Scottish or Welsh stages of the 
RAC—and Just as slippery. The countryside 
tured out fo be lush, bright green and as 
wet as only Wales can be in mid-summer. 

My first mistake, a multiple series of 
errors, was to leave London on the Wednes- 
day of the rally; ¢o miss scrutineering, miss 
the start and to take no medications for the 
evil “lu bugs that insisted on going every: 
where with me, The TAP Bosing 707 was also 
unfortunately delayed eaving London so by 
the time it was circling over Lisbon I could 
see from my porthole that I had managed to 
arrive perfectly ae the height of the evening 
Tush-hour. The first taxi, kindly acranged and 
paid for by a charming and. super-efficient 
TAP Jady took me to the tourist office. Here 
I collected maps, entries and other informa: 
tion plus an invitation to have some wine 
with ‘the tourise people; only” problem—the 
function had taken place earlier that after 
noon. A couple of minutes later I realised 
that my late areival posed another problem. 
‘All the little Toyota Corollas to be used by 
the press had been snafled-up and 1 was 
given the names of various British journalists 
With whom I might be able to cadge lifts 
Nothing left co do but head for my hotel, 
nearly 30 km outside of Lisbon on the coasi 
road to Estoril. Much against my inner will 
I decided to hail a cab, even though there is 
‘4 train gervice—but I couldn't begin 40 think 
where the station might be, and che rally 
stare time was drawing very near. 

This was the biggest error of all. Most of 
the cabs are big’ Datsuns or Mercedes. 1 
stuck my hand out, and what rolled up? A 
Morris Oxford, diesel, clapped and on prac: 
tically useless-looking cross-ply. tyres. ‘Now 
armed with case, press ticket and stickers the 
Intrepid Oxford ‘cabbie must have thought I 
was a driver on the event. When I said 
“Motel Continental, Oeiras,” that was enough 
to convince him, Without’ understanding one 
word of his rapid and  exciting-sounding 
babble I guessed, just, that he would drive 
very quickly, speed me out of the traffic and 

to the hotel, all in about 15 seconds 
elapsed time. It didn't quite work out that 
way. Progress out of the wet, cobbled, centre 
‘of town was quite impressive; hand on horn 
and scattering all the traffic and pedestrians 
to cross our path. Once out of cown chings 
started to go drastically the wrong way. The 
old Oxford would pull no more than about 
20 mph up the first hill on the “motorway” 
‘and our taxi was passed by all the cars we 
had ‘out-manoeuvred in the city. He grew 
increasingly red, then crimson in the face, 
and when we finally staggered over the brow 
of the hill we were away in the fast lane. The 
road goes down now for about two miles. Off 
we started, the diesel seemed to have no 
govemor. Our speed grew rapidly and I 
shrunk into a little ball on the back seat, 
gathering my luggage around me for extra 
Psychological protection. Faster and faster, 
the Oxford passed several vibration barriers, 
the last of which produced a body shake so 
severe I saw the horrible right-hand corner 
on ¢0 the sea front coming up only through 
@ blurred double vision. First he lost it one 
way, then the other before the car shot over 
a raised division in the centre of the road 
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Harry Kallstrom gets th 
Ponte de Lima stage, 


(two wheels only) before it turned sharp 
Fight and into a fuel station at abou: 50 mph. 
Safely at a halt the driver mysteriously 
disappeared into the petrol station for about 
10 minutes before driving the last 8 km at a 
very safe speed in the slow lane 


Chasing the TAP 


Following the rally proved to be a much less 
hair-raising experience. First stage on my 
agenda was Sintra, the second test on the 
rally, an all-tarmac twisting 10.5 km course. 


Sitting passenger in one of the British-driven 
Corolla 1 had located only minutes before 
departure to see this stage, we drove to the 


end of the stage which finished in the pic 
Turesque ancient, steepled and spired, royal 
walace town itself. The problems of parking 
anywhere near the end of the test served to 
show just how popular rally spectating is in 
Portugal. Huge ‘crowds lined ‘the stage, as 
many as six or seven deep in places. There 
Were also quite a large number of British. 
style suicide wachers which, in my ignor 
ance, I joined until the first couple of cars 
had passed. Towards the finish of Sintra one 
side ‘of the road is rock-face or high wall 
the other side a smaller crumbly wail guard: 
ing the drop. Many spectators put thelr total 
trust in some rather rickety-looking trees 


Fastest non-Fiat 0 
just failed to reach halfway when a piston holed. 


the TAP was Walter Rohrl’s impressiv 


big Datsun very sideways on the quick downhill section of the 


growing against this wall, and seemed quite 


happy to watch from there, I stayed until 
Pinto had passed, before an overwhelming 
fecling ‘of insecurity set_me. hot-foot down 
nearer the test finish and a safer spar on the 

posite side. Also, just like a British event, 
the works cars are spectacular but cause nd 
problems, even though they were arriving to 
have the time recorded with brakes glowing 
bright orange and pouring smoke while the 


racing tyres over the last je of downhill 
shad developed that thick Black, 
‘overworked look. The excitement 

with one of the first of the Portuguese 

the Opel of “Mequepe” and Mi 


ral passing the finish-ahead board quic 
the finish board just as 
ing down the last 200 me 


vi 
ickly then career: 
# of road before 


a crowd and  police-lined hairpin. Their 
brakes must have burnt up and boiled well 
and truly for they only managed £0 stop on 


the hairpin after vicious down changing and 
sideways swinging about that brought ecstatic 
joyous shouts and jeers from the by now 
well wined-up crowds. This sort of perform: 
ance was repeated quite a number of times, 
though, miraculously, without any. spectators 
mowed down 

The excitement of Sintra was enough to 
biow the "flu bugs off long enough to enjoy 


continued on page 40 
Opel Europe Team Ascona. Rohrl 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


If Ut is wet the Safari might not be plain sailing for the Datsun 260Zs. 


Safari —a wet event forecast 


All the signs indicate that this year’s East African Safari, the 2: 


nd, Is 


going to be a wet one, The club have already published alternative 
routes which will avoid the most northern parts of the first and 


second legs 


rains in the hills and the water goes to the desert 


These sections would 


quickly become impassable if it 
The third leg 


1s smooth by comparison and with @ lot of controls it promises to 


be much like a European rally 


© Latest on-recce news from the 
Safari is that Tony. Fall/ Mike 
Wood Peugeot (Fall and Wood 
are not going to Africa) will be 
taken over by Achim Warmbold 
Atso Aho who arrived to. start 
their practice last week. Rauno 
Aaltonen is now driving a 
privately entered BMW and not 
an Opel. He is entered with 
Ingvar Carlsson by African Road- 
ways. 

The Renault team“have been 
periencing a number of set- 
backs and have taken 10 days 
to complete a recce of the first 
leg. Plot hit rain at North Horr 
and was bogged down with his 
R17. He was further delayed 
when it broke a driveshaft on the 
“staircase” necessitating a wal 
of 17 km in the sun to find 

Renault's troubles 
were aggrivated further when an 
Alpine was washed away in a 
river for five hours. 

Left : Natives urging the rain with 
a ceremonial dust dance. Note the 


Illegal practice 
discovered for 
Tour of Lines 


Entries have now closed for the 
first round of the Castrol/ 
‘Aurosronr rally series, the Bass 
Charrington Tour of Lincs. Also 
a BTRDA round, the final figure 
approached §260' on Wednesday. 
More names since last week In- 
clude Will Sparrow, Andy Daw- 
son, Jimmy Rae, ‘Alan Allard, 
Jean Denton and Linda Jackson: 
A slip of the pen last wee 
credited an entry to Roger Clark 
when it should have read Roger 
Platt. Clark's first Rritish 
rally will be the Mintex Dales 
‘with an RS2000, 

‘A severe warning comes from 
Ye organisers about* people prac- 
sing some of the stages. There 
will be a special watch kept 
from now until the event and 
any identified competitors will 
be automatically excluded come 
start time, 


Stratos wins 
in Sicily 


A Lancia Stratos driven by Balle. 
strieri/Maiga won the Rally of 
Sicily from the Fiat 124 Abarths 
of Baccheli/Toriani and Verini/ 
Maccaluso. A stratos driven by 
Andruet/Biche," fitted with @ 
turbocharger, was leading when 


Markku Alen on 
Welsh Rally with 
John Davenport 


After Markku Alen's third 
place on the TAP Rally driving 
for Fiat it Is possible that he 
might drive for the Italian manu: 
facturer on the Moroccan, Ford 
have contracted the new Finnish 
superstar for four rallies .this 
year, the first of which was the 
Arctic. Alen will drive on the 
Welsh Rally with John Davenport 
using the Arctic car rebuilt. This 
was originally Hannu Mikkola's 
'73 Scottish car which was driven 
for the rest of last season by 
Junior Preston. Alen is likely to 
drive on the Scottish and the 
RAC with works Fords, however, 
arrangements are in hand to try 
for some other British events, 
notably the Circuit of Donegal 
and the Manx Trophy. Both these 
rallies would familiarise Alen 
with English pace notes. 
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swollen gut due to lack of liquid. | forced to retire with tyre 
These two bear a remarkable | troubles. Andruet also exper- 
semblance to certain Finnish | enced. ignition. trouble and @ 
: rally drivers broken accelerator cabl 
‘of six selective. Chris Ken. © Keith Billows has elaborate 


Briefly... 


© Although Volvo have curtailed 
their rally activities due to the 
petrol situation in Scandinavia 
they have recently agreed 
release Per Inge Walfridsson's 
for selected events. First out- 
ing will be the Welsh where 
additional sponsorship has been 
arranged with The Brompton 
Motor Co, Volvo dealers for the 
Medway towns. Brompton Motor 
Co's works manager, Mick Epps. 
welled to Gothenberg to 
te arrangements with 
Sweden Competition 
Director Gunnar Andersson with 
a view to running their own rally 
team spear-headed by Walfridsson 
and his regular English co-driver, 
Jghn Jensen 
@ Manx Auto Sport organised the 
first motoring event to be held 
on the Isle of Man for almost 
four months with the Bridge 
Rally which was won by Ken 
Clarke/David Jones _ (Datsun 
Sunny) with Martin Dale/Ron 
Davis (Escort TC) second, ahead 
of Martin Dale/Ron Davis (Cor- 
tina GT). Held over the weekend 
March 23/24 the rally comprised 


naugh/John Dodsworth (RS1600) 
Fetired with a cracked sump while 
leading and Brian Harrison/Nor- 
man Quayle (Mini-Cooper "S”) 
lost nine minutes with a pune 
ture atfer figuring prominently 
early on. 

© David (“Pigey") Thompson is 
teaming this year with Mike 
Nicholson, Pat Ryan's navigator 
from last year, in the Escort 
RS1600 with which David came 
tenth on last year’s. Scottish 
fifth on the Hackle and won the 
Moss Tyres. The car will be fitted 
with a Tony Drummond prepared 
1800 cc engine and the first 
event is expected to be the Min: 
tex. Dales. Drummond has no 
plans for this season and has his 
car for sale. 

© Clarke and Simpson have got 
together with the British Motor 
Sports Association at Collegiate 
‘Theatre, Gordon Street, London, 
WCI, to run a large selection of 
sporting films between April 9 
and 11. The film shows will 
cover the whole spectrum of 
motorised sport from Indianapo- 
lis to major international rallies 
Tickets available from Clarke 
and Simpson, 49 Sloane Square, 
London, SWI WSAU. 


plans for the next 12 months or 
so, which centre around an Escort 
sponsored by Manchester Liners, 
@ shipping and transport busi: 
ness. He hopes to use engines 
of both 1300 ce and 2-litres, the 
former particularly for highly 
competitive events like the Welsh 
where class opportunities are 
wide open. The 1300 cc engine 
develops something around 180 
bhp, though the suitability of 
this unit for rallying has never 
seriously been explored before. 
Major International events ali 
over the world, — Including 
America, are projected. 

© Barry’ Lee will contest the RAC 
Rally championship at the wheel 
of the Escort RS1600 driven by 
Chris Sclater on the TAP and 
the Firestone. No announcement 
has yet been made about spon- 
sors, though it is hoped that 
Centre Hotels will again be the 
main sponsor, backed up by 
Goodyear, Castrol and _ Motor- 
craft. A second Clarke & Simp- 
son car will be used by. Jill 


Robinson in the Castrol/ 
‘Avrosport series, with the 
Evette ladies’ award the main 


objective. Both cars are fitted 
with 2-litre aluminum engines. 
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Special stage 


Fowkes joins Team Robert Moss 


Richard W 
Duncan Spence (Twin Cam) and 
John Jago, Colin Green (1300 GT) 
Moss team entry 
Last year the Oxford team won 
Team Trophy on 
the Scottish, being second highest 
placed team from 
which started, beaten only by the 
works Fords 
Hannu Mikkola and Tony Pond 
he will Jago also won his class on last 


Cables and Components driver He joins 
Tony Fowkes has. joined the 

Oxford-based Team Robert Moss 
for a three-car team 
both the Welsh and Scottish In. 


ternationals. Fowkes, third over- the Lombard 


all on last year's Welsh will 
‘again be partnered by Bryan Har. 
iS on this year's event. On the 
Scottish, in which he finished 
eighth overall Tast year despite 
fa time-consuming * off 

be partnered by Martin “Holmes. 


entry in in the Robert 


Idridge 


the 29 teams 
the permi 


Roger Clark, 


reason was the club's f 


fa change of date this yeai 


Walter Rohri dominated the Firestone Rally from start to finish with 


27 fastest stage times — report on page 23. 


In the club's opinion the pro- 
motion of a rally under these 
circumstances would produce an 
event inferior (o that considered 
necessary as part of a national 
championship (Castrol/Avrosront 
and BTRDA). All competitors who 
have ‘already requested regula- 
Cons will be advised individually. 


Manx Trophy 


The Castrol Manx International 
Trophy Rally has undergone a 
major re-shulMe of the o 
committee, resulting in the 
lowing: Clerk of the Course, 
Neil Hanson, Secretary, Geoffrey 
Karran, 35 Athol Street, Douglas 
Entries Secretary, John’ Stott, 2 
Ballachurry Park. Onchan. ‘PR, 
Roy Lightfoot of Abbeylands. 


Cheltenham Festival Rally 
decision to cancel 


Cheltenham Motor Club have announced that they will not be ina 

position to run the Cheltenham Festival Rally this year. Three principal 

reasons have affected their decision. Firstly the recent announcement of 

fed resumption of rallies does not allow enough time to 

organise a suitable event by the scheduled date of July 6. A second 
lure to obtain a forestry Commi: 

during 1974. Final problem was the RAC policy to refuse application for 


Alec Poole last week collected the 


Datsun Sunny which Sh 
Mehta rolled and eventually used 
to win his class with on last 

rs RAC Rally. Poole will be 
Griving the car on the Circult of 


Ireland with Datsun Comps man 
Mike Greasley co-driving. Poole’s 


main rival is likely tobe John 
Haughland with his Skoda 1208. 


continued trom page 38 


the run to the north, taking in a couple of 
ood daylight stages before the overnight 
halt at Ofir, which is no more or less than 
@ collection’ of resort-type hotels assembled 


foughly 100 yards from about 20 miles of 
superb sandy beach, As is usual when a rally 
invades such a place, the most amusing 
observation was watching the hotel staff 
change from genuinely trying to cope with the 
flood to a white-faced deep-shack state when 
they find that the restaurants, bars and wine 
trolleys are. still working flat-out at mid. 
night, five hours after the “tired” crews had 
arrived. It was all evidently too much for 
the plumbing system which squeaked, banged, 
‘and stopped giving water. Early in the even: 
Ing an entertaining diversion was provided 
by the Portuguese Air Force with a piston: 
engined Harvard crainer which put on a 
display of spinning and stalling turns about 
'500ft above the hotel 

The following day was spent driving back 
down the country, grabbing fuel wherever a 
station was open and getting very wer at the 
Special stages, The area north-east and inland 
from Porto is ideal cally-land with twisting 
and winding roads, big drops and superb 
Views. The poverty’ of these areas (villages 
fare treated as multiple chicanes by che local 
enthusiasts) allows for a total disregard of 
Speed restrictions with, seemingly, the full 
blessing of the local policemen. By nightfall 
about 5,000 inches of rain had fallen and 
‘only the adventurous, or foolhardy, would 
Jeave the comfort of a Toyota to be drenched 
by the rally cars plugging along through the 
mud and slime. 


After the rally 


Specially staged for spectators, a non-compul- 
sory slalom after che event at Estoril racing 
circuit served nothing to any true enthusiast 
‘A needless strain on the car and, for many 
of the drivers who opted to take part, an 
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‘embarrassment. The crowds loved i, but to 
me the sight 
themselves mowing the cones down and for- 


ase stop this nightmare. 


The Grandstonds at Estoril are packed despite the rain. 


tired de 


sof hi 


fs making for 


getting how many times to turn here, or less 
Which way to £0 alter the second twirl at for the 
far end was painful. “Would. somebod: While 


T fel tike shout 


dinner and cabaret on. Sunday evening 


in the very plush surroundings of the Casino © —nce just thinking of the 
one-two-three but of the sheer pace of the 
Time 0 
the road counts 
telling and wearing rally; just what 
it's all supposed to be about 


il. I questioned Chris Sctater about 


on-appearance at Saturday's slalom and event 
I was very pleased to hear his comments that 
fas much as thy 


of time, hanging around for 
ec hours before the 60 seconds 


thrash round th 
driving with 17 special stages 

ain on the car (Chris's Escort entered 
Firestone). 


posts. Silly—as the drivers 
finished 24 hours of no-respite 
and a need 


athers, in better tune than mysell, 


were polishing ‘off wine and brandy I stirred 
The TAP finished up with prize presenta- . glass full of 
thought ehat the TAP had been que a rally 


glass with my soup spoon, the 
half-dissoived Disprin, and 


incredible Fiat 


the stages counts, Time on 
There is no let-up and it is 


Markku Alen spins around the pylons. 
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Melmag iron out the 
problems with new wheel 


‘There can be few companies in motor racing 
who can boast to have won every main event 
in motor racing, and yet be only connected 
with the motor racing business for a matter 
Of three years. Such is the case of Magne- 
sium Elektron Ltd, manufacturers of Melmag 
Wheels, situated just outside Manchester. Now, 
if your brain is clicking and muttering “ who 
fare Melmag, weren't they mentioned. rather 
often in Grand Prix reports last year?,” the 
newer is yes, they were, But that's part of 
fe trials and tribulations of entering a sport, 
becoming an instant hit and basically speak 
ing, running before you can walk 

But to go back to basics, Magnesium Elek 
tron are really the baby of Britain's principal 
‘aluminium processors appropriately named 
British Aluminium. While in the business of 
light metals, one comes across magnesium, a 
metal that is a little lighter than aluminium 
at 1.9 to 2.75 specific gravity, weighing 
loz per cubic inch, It basically doesn’t have 
the same strength as aluminium, and cur: 
rently costs a little more although the prices 
fare coming closer together. 

Magnesium Elektron’s main aim in life is 
to find products from which their metal can 
be made, so that they are basically creating 
‘a market for thelr own product, magnesium, 
in its processed form. To this end they have 
a prototype department which is being more 
nd more relied upon to pay for itself as 
times get harder. In the past, it has evolved 
helicopter canopies, pistons, tape spools for 
the computer industry and’ American paddle 
rackets. In fact, if you go back long enough 
in thelr history, you'll come across ERA 
chassis ! 

‘The first motor racing man to approach 
Magnesium Elektron was Gordon Coppuck 
Who required some magnesium spinnings for 
McLaren wheel building. Now. there are 
basically two different methods of building a 
competition wheel ; one is to sand cast com: 
ponents for a wheel, a slightly heavier method 
than the alternative; to press the shape of 
wheel parts out of a heated version of mag: 
Reslum plate. The former method is also 
Hable to blow holes and porosity, both of 
Which are naturally somewhat dangerous when 
Hable to the stresses and strains in car 
racing. Pressing the wheel out of aluminium 
sheet, plus various quality control tests is 
pretty ‘safe. ‘There can be other various 
factors involved of course, but only details of 
factual construction can clarify these. Read 

‘Magnesium Elektron were fairly decided on 
how they should construct thelr wheel when 
they first got into making their own wheel in 
1970, The Idea was to press the two halves 
of a wheel (two indented pressings in a 
round disc of metal, roughly speaking) and 
then rivet them together. The rivets failed. 
© Dave Robinson, chief design engineer in 
Manchester, altered the shape of the original 
spinnings and decided to join the wheels 
together by bonding each half to a central 
honeycomb structure of aluminium as used 
extensively in the aircraft industry. Safety 
Studs were positioned by drilling a hole in 
the wheel and then riveting a locating piece 
of metal round it 

In 1971, Magnesium Elektron did trials with 
John Surtees and the following year they went 
into production with a wheel which was im- 
mediately well received by many Formula 
One teams. However, it was not until 1973 
that things really started to happen. By now 
early wheels were getting towards the end 
of their lives, and there were quite a few 
unfortunate incidents, particularly at the 
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Austrian Grand Prix. Problems were encoun. 
tered at various points. First of all, the 
rim. of the wheel was not strong enough 
to withstand kerbing at racing speeds and 
the "wheels. started ‘to look a Dit second- 
hand. Then tyres wouldn't ft the damaged 
wheels and Magnesium Elektron got blamed 


el 


Above, valued cu 
Gnd magnesium suspension parts 
to be bonded. 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


for tyre deflations. The rims were also at the 
mercy of the tyre fitters, and their ways and 
methods didn't exactly help to keep the wheels, 
in pristine condition, 

Tyre deflations were also caused by the 
safety stud mounting, for the rivets became 
loose after a while and this caused air leak- 
age. The honeycomb structure, while being 
ideal in principle when used in conjunction 
with bonding, didn't have the strength on its 
‘Own when confronted with cornering loads 
which tyre development has encouraged. 
Wheels were also being damaged because the 
fixing nuts were tightened directly on to the 
wheel, and flexing or too loose @ nut were 
threatening the rigidity of the wheel 


1an introduces the JPS 9 which uses Melmag wheels 
‘spring-loaded wheels are whe 


into the oven 


a 


CHRYSLER AVENGER GT. As used in Group One racing 


See Jennifer Birrell in 
our Group 1 Simca. 
We are the Chrysler 
Main Dealer that 
supports and 
participates in 
motor sport 


Halesfield Motors (Telfor) Ltd. 


Prince Street, Telford, Salop. 
Tel : Telford 586991 
Chrysler Deoler Team 


HENRY STREETER LTD. 


91-99 ELMERS END ROAD, 
BECKENHAM, KENT. 
Tel: 01-778 2251. 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALERS 
Chrysler Dealer Team 


STAPLETON MOTORS LTD. 
STAPLETON HOUSE, 
279-289 HOLLOWAY ROAD, 
LONDON, N7. 
Tel: 01-607 5851/4. 
Come and drive the Avenger GT at 
North ‘London's leading dealer 


Chrysler dealer team 


CANTERBURY MOTOR CO. LTD. 


THE PAVILION, CANTERBURY, KENT. 
Tel: 0227 63232. 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALERS 


Australian Valiant Distributors 

Chrysler Dealer Team | 

ANCHOR MOTOR CO. LTD. 
VICTORIA ROAD, CHESTER. 


Tel: Chester 22622. 


Look out for the ANCHOR MOTOR DEMON 
TWEAKS RACING AVENGER GT DRIVEN BY 
ALAN MINSHAW. 


We sell them, we tune them, we race them. > 


a 
CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM Wed 


ROY THOMSON LTD. 


130 Great Western Road, Aberdeen AB9 2NA. 
Tel: Aberdeen 52391. 


MAIN CHRYSLER DEALER 


See the Group One Avenger GT entered by 
Roy Thomson Ltd and driven by Bob Leckie 


in the Scottish Group One 
Championship Rounds 


Chrysler Dealer team 


El 
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Exploded view of the new wheel 


Magnesium Elektron were obviously not 
happy. with the situation, and for this year 
they've come up with a new wheel, still 
using basic principles used in the first model, 
but now counteracting all the problems en. 
countered during 1973. To give more idea 
of how the wheel is made and how it is 
tested, a detalled description of the actual 
manufacturing process might be in order. As 
mentioned, the basic shape of the half wheel 
is pressed under heat from a disc of mag. 
nesium plate and the different widths and 
diameters are determined by the centre piece 
‘of the pressing unit. While mentioning the 
heat side of the process, one touches on the 
fire aspect, because the name magnesium 
seems to conjure up strips of very brightly 
burning metal in the chemistry lab at school 
However, the metal used in the wheel is very 
different, and it would have to be very, very 
hot before such a reaction took place. That 
white light is occasionally seen in racing 
fires, but it usually comes from another part 
of the car, sometimes the gearbox cover or 
the sump of a Cosworth. 

‘Once the wheel is tidied up somewhat by 
taking off the rough edges, it is then pre. 
pared for bonding. There are two sections 
Of bonding material placed on either side of 
the bonding sandwich of aluminium honey 
comb. This honeycomb has been slightly 
changed as it is now inside a star-shaped 
overall magnesium section, which provides 
more rigidity to the wheel, counteracting and 
withstanding the loads to which it is sub- 
fected in comering. Bonded at the same time 
fs a metal plate on the inside of the hub. 
This protects the primary structure of the 
wheel from damage in use, but while this adds 
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showing the star-shaped honeycomb section and turned rim. 


a little weight, it extends the life of the 
wheel 

‘When the two wheel halves are bonded 
together, they are sprung-loaded so that they 
are pushed together making for a better 
bonding. The honeycombing is mildly com: 

ressed. Around the honeycombing in the 
hub goes a strap which tidies the whole thing 
up. Actual bonding takes place in an oven, 
and once the wheel comes out of that pro: 
cess, it fs cleaned up in an acid bath before 
the rim is machined. The original rim was 
Straightforward, and for this reason, vulner- 
able. The current machining process turns 
Over the rim giving it more strength to resist 
curbs and the practices of fitters. Wheel studs 
are now a one-piece component which ellmin. 
ates that leakage. 

Considerable tests take place throughout 
construction ensuring that there are no faults. 
Crack testing takes place at the acid bath 
stage. while every wheel is ultrasonically 
tested, and tests are made to ensure that the 
bonding is complete and not partial. These 
testing systems have been formulated by the 
staff themselves, under the guidance of Colin 
Howarth, the general manager in Manchester, 
and Lionel Aldridge. Such testing is obviously 
Of primary importance. Should the wheel sur- 
vive the rigorous tests, then it should have 
of life’ around 1 million revolutions, a 
figure formulated in Magnesium Elektron’s 
Fig testing, and one which is the equivalent 
Of every race in the calendar over two years. 
Their main competitors consider that their 
wheel is finished after a quarter of that 
distance, so. Magnesium Elektron’s Melmag 
wheels could seem better value for money 
‘Although Melmag wheels are basically of 


one pattern (except for drilled wheels used by 
McRae and Surtees for ventilation purposes 
and therefore requiring a different honeycomb 
Structure) there are, in fact, many different 
types of wheel although they all look the 
same. For instance, there are 35 different 
pressings for a 13in wheel for as well as 
Varying widths from 8 to 19 in, rising in half- 
Inch increments, there are three different basic 
pressing for inboard and outboard Brakes. 
However, to take into account these vari 
tions, Melmag’s marketing executive Dave 
Bird ‘insists on receiving detailed drawings of 
hub assembly, including upright, drive flange, 
caliper with ‘tolerance of offset and track. 
Melmag then return a drawing of thelr wheel 
which they would consider appropriate for 
such use, In the various widths, Melmag make 
12in, 13 or 15in diameter wheels. Their 
customer list reads like a directory of motor 
racing but here goes: March, AAR, Chevron, 
Matra, Surtees, Iso Marlboro, Alpine, BRM, 
Elden, Falloned (Supernova), Graham Hill's 
Lola, “Lotus, Mallock, Matich, Lyncar, Talon, 
Brabham, Nichols AVS (Shadow), 


the Melmag model is still the 


ightest in the 
business, and for the future, the company 
are busily developing another range which is 
Rearing production which is designed for 
budget and light duty applications. Should 
they prove to be all right, variants may be 
offered for other applications outside Formula 
racing, including special saloons. 

Before leaving Magnesium Elektron, it's 
worth studying the potential in the metal, and 
the company. The wheel business is really nc 
longer in the prototype stage, and the way 
nearly open for the company to tackle a new 
prototype on the basis described earlier. Mi 

often beein discounted in aut 
motive design in favour of the cheaper, 
stronger but heavier aluminium. As aluminium 
becomes more expensive, it gets close to the 
stage where more manufacturers in motor rac- 
ing could be turning to magnesium for lighter 
parts in thelr weight-saving efforts. Already 
uprights, gearbox casings, etc, are manufac 
tured out of magnesium, and Magnesium 
Elektron have done quite considerable develop- 
ment in the areas of pistons. With wheels, the 
company have shown that there's a business 
potential which they have built up for them- 
selves. An enterprising designer could 
possibly find a helpful all(ojy in the 
company 


Hardtops for 
Triumphs from 
Lenham 


New from the Lenham Motor Company is @ 
special quickly detachable hardtop for the 
‘Triumph TR4a 5 and 6 sports cars. The hard- 
top is colour moulded with a unique leather 
cloth pattern roof panel; this is an extension 
of the look previously ‘seen on the Lenham 
Easyfitting tops for the MG B and Sprite/ 
Midget. The interior is fully and luxuriously 
fitted out with a new nylon cloth material to 
blend with any trim colour. Large rear and 
side windows are used to give maximum all- 
round vision and the hardtop is fitted with 
sponge rubber seals to all weather surfaces 

Fitting and removal is simple, using the 
front windscreen clips and two ‘unobtrusive 
side mounting brackets; fitting or removal 
takes mere minutes only. The Lenham TR 
easy fitting hardtop is available as standard 
in black but can be painted to match any 
colour scheme. The price ex-works is £76 plus 
VAT and this includes all interior trimming, 
brackets, mountings and rubbers. The hardtop 
can be fitted in Lenham’s works or des- 
patched to any destination in the UK oF 
abroad. 


J. DIXON & SON (Garages) LTD. 


THE FIRST MAZOA DEALER 
IN THE U.K. 

For a Demonstration 
Ring Bishop's Stortford 722072 
SALES - SERVICE - SPARES 


HIGH WYCH, SAWBRIDGEWORTH, HERTS 
Tel: BISHOP'S STORTFORD 722072 


M.P.H. Ltd. for 
Mazda in 
Middlesex 


10-12 HARROW ROAD 
WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX 


For Mazda RX3s, new and used 
Also a good selection of American cars in stock 


For MAZDA in Scotland 


JOHN BROWN and COMPANY 


LONDRIN PLACE 
EDINBURGH 


Currently hold a full stock of 
Mazda RX3's—choice of colours. 
Full sales and service 


Tel. 031 229 8304 


eer! 


For 


MAZDA THE SMALL CAR CENTRE 


(Russell and Wild Ltd) 


Sussex 463 PORTLAND ROAD - HOVE 


Currently have a complete range of rotary models in 
stock, including 


RX2, RX3, RX4 
Full sales, service and spares facilities available 


For a test in one of our demonstration vehicles 
Tel : BRIGHTON (0273) 739696 


For MAZDA in Yorkshire 
LIGHTOWLERS GARAGE 


360 KILLINGHAM ROAD 
BRADFORD 2 


Full range of Mazda models in stock. 
Choice of colours. 
Excellent servicing services available. 
For ANY Mazda requirement. 


Tel: 0274 631583 


THE LODGE GARAGE 


BICESTER ROAD 
KINGSWOOD, AYLESBURY 


MAZDA in BUCKS 


ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS 


Grendon Underwood 245 or 405 


Phone for Special Spring Offer 
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Sports extra 


Castrol/BARC hillclimb at Prescott... 


Prescott was th 
finished fourth is 


PRESCOTT 


the big class. 


acene of the first outing from Richard S 


Mike Flather follows on 


‘The Castrol/BARC Hillclimb Championship 
‘opened in delightful sunny conditions at Pres- 
ott last Sunday. As always at an early 

scott, the course was decidedly slippery 
although it looked clean and was quite dry; 
thus no records fell at all, especially as some- 
one broke an oll pipe half-way through the 


meeting. 

Mike Flather and his Aldon Mini Cooper 
was the combination to beat last year and 
fo far, this year too, although some of ‘bis 


more important rivals were finding minor 
problems with newly acquired or built cars, 
However Alan Cox's John Brown entered 
999 cc S was clearly the first class winner 
with Flather trailing well behind, the Top 10 
fun-off for the Castrol/BARC competitors 

fing the tables. Alan was one of the many 
In this class to set their best. times on the 
first’ run before the oll and cement was 
stirred in, Most of the competitors in this 
clays were Castrol/BARC entrants 

Nick. Porter's resplendent — “Passionate 
Purple" 1328 S took the 1301-1600 ce class 
with unchallenged ease; Frank and Stuart 
Browne's Escort lost time with unplanned 
route changes on both drivers’ second. runs 
although Stuart still gained the class second 
place from his first run time. Tommy Pascoe’s 
Stinking clutch and Fred Turner's frying and 
knocking motor in their two Porsche 365Bs 
made one fear impending mechanical disasters 
but ‘Tommy beat Fred and honour is. still 
satisfied! Trevor King's remarkable Morris 
Minor stuffed with a 1500 cc blown Ford 
motor looked a most. professional and. stable 
car on its way to third place with an excel 
Tent 56.15 s run, The 1601-3000 ce class con- 
tained David Flanagan's delectable, short 
chassis Ferrari 250GT Berlinetta which easily 
‘won without appearing to hasten unduly but 
the over 3 litre class featured a stern battle 
between the Cobras of Tony Brown and 
Malcolm Maycroft, the latter's having acquired 
fuel injection and a general smarten-up over 
the winter. Tony emerged the victor by 0.25 5 
both drivers being slower second time out, 
While Bill Holt took his Morgan +8 into 
third, John Northeroft’s example of the 
marque—his new acquisition—had rather a 
mind of its own when it came to the corners. 

John Barratt's short-chassis Theta-Ford is 
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obviously built specially for hillelimbing and 
with its canted downdraught rear-engined 
howling, [t gained a class win In 51.35 s {rom 
Derek Lloyd whose excellent performance 

his Landar is a tribute to his patient develop- 
ment of the car, Tony  Southall’s twin. 


cammed Mallock/Lotus had been fastest on 
the first runs before the two rear engined 
devices took over on the second runs, Tony 
taking a sand shower at Parden instead. Jack 
and Christine Peat's blue and white Hiliman 
Imp Estate was slowed on the hill by sundry 
shouts of "stop" from short-sighted specta- 
tors lusting for Walls Ice-cream ! 

Martyn Griffiths made a welcome return to 
the hills with a smart U2 Mk IIB twin-cam 
and was the only runner in his class to break 
50s, improving on his second run to 49.685; 
his’ main rivals Ken Davies and Mervyn 
Bartram trailed by 2} s. Martyn's remark 
able time would have gained him second 
place in the next class up, for over 1600 ce 
GTs and sports tacers which was won by 
Phil Scragg in the 3 litre BMW powered 
Chevron. 

in contrast to a depressing Bugatti handi- 
cap. entry the Ferrari handicap was full 
enough; but of course they still make Fer: 
varia Wolf Zeuner’s Dino 2068 ascended 8 5 
Slower than Willle Green's record to win 

e handicap. Claud Powell's 275 GTB was a 
neat second on handicap with Peter Jackson's 
Thd 250GT California third 


built Theta-Ford won 


John Barratt’s purp 
its clase at Prescott 


Yeovilton Sprint . ue Drag at Blackbushe... 


It was most disappointing when the Voigt/ 
Renwick Special failed to run properly for 
Peter Voigt in the 500 cc racing car cl 
as it shows considerable enterprise, The 
motor is a flat-four horizontal opposed two- 
stroke and is water cooled, with outboard 
origins. Tom Elion annexed the twin-cylinder 
1100 ce class with his famous Cooper JAP, 
‘once David Boshier-Jones’ Championship win- 
ner. In the class for 1100 cc cars with four 
or more cylinders, Alan Richards’ Gryphon 
was pipped on the first runs by Don Robin- 
son's Lotus 69 but he turned the tables with 
his blown motor on the second runs, followed 
home by the ex-F3 car and Peter Volgt who 
was enjoying a generous compensatory outing. 
Ken MacMaster won the 1600 cc racing cat 
class with his GRD 272, Remarkably Henry 
Lewis chased Ken home in his elderly but 
excellent Lotus 41C and was the-only other 
In this class to break 50s, 

The biggest class saw several new cars too, 
Reg Phillips being back In a single-seater 

F the first time since 1961 in the ex-Peter 
Gethin works F2 Chevron-BDA; Richard Shard- 
low's Chevron B25 BDE; Chris Cramer's 
Grunhalle-Lager/March; Geoff Rollason’s BT37 
Brabham DFV; Alistair Douglas-Osborne's 
BT38 running as a Temple Row Special; and 
Roy Lane's McRae GMI. Michael MacDowel, 
the reigning RAC Hillclimb Champion, was 
a trifle untidy in his beautiful Repeo 8 litre 
powered BT36X at Pardon but turned in a 
neat 46.43 5 second run fo annex the class. 
Chris Cramer's equally ‘well-presented Fa 
March, although pipped from first spot still 
improved to within a second of Mike's time 
with Roy Lane having considerable weaving 
and understeer problems with the McRae in « 
third place. In the BTD award run-off this 
order still prevailed although all three im- 
proved by roughly a second each, followed by 
Richard Shardiew's new Chevron B25. BDE 
and Ken MacMaster. 

In the Castrol/BARC Championship run-off, 
Patrick Watts improved slightly to 5.7 points; 
Russ Ward sliced 14 5 off to improve to 7.01 
points in his Aldon Sprite; Alan Cox was un- 
able to improve on his class winning time and 
kept his 7.25 points thus gained. Derek Lioyd 
improved by more than a second in his Landar 
and beat his own class winner John Barratt 
even though John too bettered his previous 
time in the Theta Ford, Derek coming fourth 
with 7.01 points and John In seventh with 
6.77 points. 

Mike lather confessed to unintentional 
te braking at the Semicircle when his 
brake-foot hit the floor between the 
pedals but won't say whether this was on his 
faster run or not. Anyway he improved dram: 
tically by over 11 s 6 a total of 8.83 points 
ahead of Nick Porter's unimproved score of 
8.08 s. Don Hardman's Marque Cars’ Clubman 
mproved to 6.66 points, likewise Richard Fry 
nhis Cooper Sto 6.78. Mervyn Bartram 
couldn't approach his class run times with the 
motor fluffing out of the corners but scored 


64 points, 
ROBIN REW 


VAUXHALL FIRENZA 2.3. As used in Group One racing 


For D.T.V. in Kent 


DRAKE AND FLETCHER 


London Road, Maidstone 


Tel : MAIDSTONE 


59161 = 


Dealer Team Vauxhall 4 
are in Sheffield 
SS 


Up to now, the enthusiastic Clubman has been very 
limited in his choice of manufacturer. However the 
good success of Dealer Team Vauxhall in 1972 means 
that Vauxhalls must now come into the reckoning 
for the seasons to come. In anticipation, Bentley 
Brothers have joined the network of Vauxhall Sports 
Dealers and have set up the organisation necessary 
to enable serious race or rally competitors to get the 
equipment, advice and specialist help needed to 
improve the performance of their Vauxhall. All club 
members are invited to discuss these new Bentley 
Bros performance services. 

Also available, on quick delivery, is the full stock of 
the famous Blydenstein and Coburn DTV Sportparts. 
We have excellent tuning facilities in our own 
workshops. And, most important, we're very 
enthusiastic to help you—so contact us at the 
depots listed below. 


Bentleys 


THOMPSONS OF HULL LTD. 


Won the North Humberside Motoring Club 
Rally Championship last season in a Firenza 
driven by Ron Shipp. 

For your DTV requirements call at : 

230-236 ANLABY ROAD 
HULL, E. YORKS Ed 
Tel: Hull (0482) 23681 Ls 


FOR ALL YOUR D.T.V. REQUIREMENTS 


CONTACT 


NASH OF CARDIFF LTD 


SLOPER ROAD 
CARDIFF 
CFI 8TE 
Tel : Cardiff (0222) 387221 


E. S. STOCK 
MOTORS LTD. 


MAIN ROAD, COPDOCK, 
Near IPSWICH. 


East Anglian DTV Sport Part Dealers. 
THE Vauxhall Group 1 Specialists. 
Tel : 047-386 555 
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Sports extra 
SPRINT 


Harris (McLaren) stars again 


Last Sunday the 1974 RAC National Sprint 
Championship got under way with the opening 
round of the season staged by the Taunton, 
‘Yeovil and Burnham on Sea MC over two 
ps of the 875 yard circuit. Man of the meet- 

was undoubtedly Bristol garage owner 
avid Harris with his recently acquired 
McLaren M10B which has been updated with 
MI4- suspension. After achieving BTD. at 
Greenham Common in the BARC round the 
week before, he calmed down after a very 
wild first run to storm to his second consecu- 
tive BTD and carve nearly a second off Tony 
Griffith's course record set with the Brabham 
BTISX Repco. 

The classes 
motoring with 


jain provided some very rapid 
il Puddick opening the day 
1 his 865 Mini in 71.50 s 
win whilst his co-driver 

further half second down 
Mike ‘Cannon, ‘one’ ofthe 
Weil. deserved win in the next class by flash 
ing his Cooper $ to the finish in 70,55 s. Not 
unexpectedly Brian Eyles and the perennial 
Cooper S were in command in the next class 
and his time of 67.28 5 defeated his co-driver 
Phil Button by over a second. After a spin 
on his first run with the Philspeed Anglia 
Dave Phillips made no mistakes the second 


ia of Charles 
taloon car 


nd Co Escort of Allan 
Humphries just making it at 68.18 s with the 
spiritedly-conducted BMW 2002Ti of Tony 
Wadsworth just 0.01 s down and Phil Ha: 
and Ted Beames finishing 0.06 s apart in thelr 
shared Escort to take the next two places, 
under a quarter of a second down on the 
class winner. 

‘The family Chipp again dominated the small 
prod sports car class with the GSM taking a 
1.2 victory with Tony just ahead at 71.54 s. 
‘The next prod sports class fell to that hard 
trying Morgan driver Alan Kennedy in 70.97 = 
although Jack Crates on the second run im- 
proved substantially with the ex-Opposite Lock 
Racing Elan to get within a second of Mor- 
gan, Paul Channon again proved master in the 

with a superb display in the AC 

tering 

his mighty Turner V8 well to record a very 

fine 67.68 s and take second place half a 

second ahead of John Haynes in the TVR 
Tuscan, 

‘The sports car class ran true to last se 
son's form book with the Hutchins brothers 
dominating the proceedings in their BMC- 
engined U2, Norman coming out the victor 
in 65.14 5, three quarters of a second ahead 
of brother Hedley, With John Frampton's Ter- 
rapin not on its best behaviour Terry Smith 
with the ex-David Franklin Huntsman Vixen 
found little opposition in the small single 
seater class cantering to the class win at 
64.05 s. The ex-Mike Wilds Ensign appeared 
in David Franklin's hands for the first time 
and straight away set the course alight by 
screaming around in 60.40 to take the class 
some 3s clear and the large class saw Dave 
Harris spinning all over the place on the first 
runs but the lesson was learnt and his second 
was a really great 58.34 s—new course te 
cord and BTD with the McLaren. Nigel Pow 


Bluebell 


driving the ex-Boshier-Jones Brabham ex- 
tremely tidily therefore took the class at 
60.72 s, a second and a half ahead of the 
Vebra-Chevrolet_ of Clive Bracey with the 
evergreen Brabham-Buick of David. Hartley 
not far behind. 

‘The first run off for 1974 sprint champion- 
ship points saw several new faces in the hunt 
for the first time but probably the most sur- 
prised was former Jaguar driver Bill Niblett 
who managed 10th place with his Minib with 
a best time of 70.59 s. Clive Bracey did not 
have a happy time with the Vebra. spinning 
fon the second run and suffering a fluffy motor 
on the first therefore managing only ninth 
place at 67.70 s whilst Tony Bradwell, with 
his Brabham Quartro still not ready, had a 
drive in Dave Hartley's Brabham to. take 
eighth place at 66.25 s, To the great delight 
of everyone the Hutchins brothers took sixth 

snd seventh places with their shared U2, 
again Norman slightly quicker than Hedley. 
despite taking only one run due to loss of 
oll pressure, Fifth place was taken by the 
Huntsman Vixen of Terry Smith with an. 
other good drive in 63.88 s but it was David 
Render who showed a really marked im- 
provement getting the Brabham round in 
62.80 s for fourth place behind Dave Hartley 
who turned in a stirring 61.60 s run in his 


David Harris in action in the M14 suspended 
McLaren MIOB with which he took BTD. 


elderly Brabham. It was in fact David Franklin 
who led the tables at the end of the first runs 
with the Huntsman Ensign with a great 55.63 5 
which even Dave Harris could not quite 
match but the story soon changed on. the 
second runs for although “Frankie” found 
another tenth of a second Harris put the 
matter beyond doubt by exactly equalling his 
earlier course record time 58.34 s. 

The meeting concluded with the ever popu- 
Jar knockout which saw a win for the Nike 
of Colin Elliott in the final although John 
Hanes and the Tuscan pushed him hard 
until a spin called an end to the pursuit. 


ROBIN BOUCHER 


2 Pmiiee ea Pa 


© BIRDA members receiving 
autocross regulations have been mystified by 
the nameless entry form included with the 
regs. The form is, in fact, the official RAC 
registration form for championships and 
should, when completed, be returned to Bel- 
Brave Square, London, SWI. 
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@ in addition to the four male teams battling 
it out at the Castrol Motor Club Quiz final 
on Saturday, there will also be a 20-minute 
final between the two top ladies teams. British 
‘Women Racing Drivers’ Club will meet Welsh 
Counties, the match being staged after the two 
semi-finals. Noel Edmunds will be chairman 
but he will not be DJ at the disco arranged 
afterwards. 


TRIAL 
Betteridge masters 


Dunlop MC attracted 32 entries for their 
Spring production car trial at Hoo. Farm, 
Kidderminster, last Sunday, and 21 of these 
were in the Mini class. On the 28 sections, 
‘over some of the roughest parts of che venue, 
the overall winner was Brian Betteridge in 
his Sprite who dropped 46 marks eo win by 
a wide margin. 

Best of the class struggles was in the 
combined rear-engined class where Austen 
May brought his 998 Imp home with the loss 
of 43 marks to beat Ian Hodgson's Clan 
Crusader on farthest cleanest, At the half- 
way, May dropped 25 marks to Hodgson’s 28 
while Ian Purcell, also in a Clan was on 32 
marks at the same poing but he fell away in 
the afternoon, The ‘battle of the Minis was 
won by the Spencer family from Sutton 
Coldfield. Current BTRDA Champion Geof 
was absent on official business but his son 
Ian borrowed his father's Mini to collect the 
class on 89 marks while his mother, Mrs 
Hazel Spencer, came second on 104 marks. 
Alf Willams broughe his Allegro into third 
place but he was not on top form, 

Behind Betteridge in the combined big 
saloons/sports car class came _ Malcolm 
Brown in his Sprite, who totalled 68 marks 
while Roger Hewitt's Cortina was the best of 
the saloons on 136 marks after a tough 


tassle with Simon Wallis's Viva, who finished 
4 mark behind 


ae Aa 


AUTOTEST 
Potter's debut 


Ripon garage proprietor John Potter went 
autotesting for the first time last Sunday and 
walked off with the Ripon Motor Sports 
Club's Windmill Trophy for BTD at the club's 
event at the Blue Star Garage, Rainton, near 
Ripon. In his Mini, Potter completed the elght 
tests in 258.0 s, finishing a handsome 8s 
up on the second-best driver in a field of 24 
starters. 

David Fox, driving a Toyota Celica which 
he only acquired secondhand the previous 
day, led until about threequarters distance 
when the strange car caught him out but he 
still hung on to take his class in 264.2 's and 
he was just 3 s quicker than David Watson 
(Cortina), ‘Tony Farrer's Mini 


‘The conventional saloon class produced a 
win for Peter Busfield's Escort Sport who 
totalled 2744 s, and he was only 18 
quicker than the ‘only sports car in the event, 
the Sprite of Malcolm Howard. Third in this 
class of 10, was Douglas Harrison's Viva on 
287.0 s. 


TRIAL 


Willis leads home Jeeps 
Jeeps took seven of the first 10 places at 
the All Wheels Drive Club's trial at Broxhend 
Common, near Bordon, Hants. last Sunday 
when” 26 "entrants tackled” nine” sections. 
Teading the Jeep owners was Pat Willis, 
fresh from his Rallye Infernal, success. who 
got only 2 penalties to win by four marks 
from Geoff “Groom. Peter “Richardson and 
Barry ‘Dixon both’ dropped’ seven. marks, 
Richardson getting third | on“ farthest 
cleanest.” On eight marks were John Phillips 
and Alvin Smith, the latter in his’ Land: 
Rover V8" Special. 
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Sports extra 
PROD CAR TRIAL 


Davies heads Mini class with 20 


Borough 19 MC attracted an entry of 38 for 
thelr production car trial” on the rugged 
@round at The Old Orchard, Rochester Way, 
near Dartford, last Sunday, with the event 
running to RAC classes. R. M. Davies from 
the Southern Car Club had che lowest ¢otal— 
20 marks losi—on the 20 sections in his 
Mini and he won his class by nine marks. 
The under 1000 ce Minis class produced 
the biggest entry with some 14 cars battling 
for honours and bebind Davies came Belinda 
Kenny in her Mini with 29 marks lose and 
Paul Skinner (Mini), on 32 marks. The joint 
Borough 19 champions from last year Ron 
Dye (Mini) and Ray Evans (Mini) headed the 
five cars in Class 2 with Dye comfortably 
dof Evans by 23 marks to 41 marks. 
four cars in the sports car class were 
headed by the Midget shared by Charles 
Pesttel and Tim Hogben, Pesttel winning with 


27 marks dropped to Hogben's 30 marks. 

Dave Sharp (Esco 1300), cook Class 4 
with ‘the loss of 53 marks with Rick Jarvis 
in his Mexico-Anglia six marks away, The 
rear-engined class. was split into two. with 
the presence of a pair of Ginetta Gi5s, and 
this duo was headed by Garry Taylor on 22 
marks. In the other class Tom Evans took 
his Imp round with the loss of 24 marks, to 
be an equally impressive winner from Ashley 
Garbett's VW on 62 marks. 

Three Jeeps, the new CJS models, 


were 


admitted ingo ‘the specials class—they were 
alone—and Garry Taylor climbed in and out 
‘of both his Ginetta and the Jeep to. collect 
‘another award on 81 marks. The third driver 
blew his front diff 


SPRINT 


Turnbull’s Brabham takes curtain-raiser 


In spite of the cold weather Halesowen MC 
had a good crowd and full entry of 80 cars 
for thelr curtain-ralsing sprint season mee 
ing at Curborough, near Lichfield, on March 
24 when the only ‘driver to beat 405 in the 
rather unkind conditions was Rob Turnbull 
from Birmingham who took BTD in 39.75 
in his Brabham BT35. The promised first 
appearance of Roy Lane in the new McRae 
came to nothing; Bob Rose, in the ex-Lane 

ever got It going properly and John 
Ravenscroft, in the ex-Rose McLaren, had 
handling problems and had to settle for second 
In the class. 

Generously sponsored by the Birmingham 
tobacco importer Mr Harold Garratt, the 
meeting saw champagne and cigars much in 
evidence and a new award, the Havana 
Trophy, went to John Bradburn of the Mini 
Seven club on his first outing at the venue. 
In his 098 Mini he returned 44.54 to take 
the trophy on index of performance. 

Only three-tenths of a second separated 
the top three in the road going saloon class 
where Mike Horton's Imp did 46.58 to pip 


Nick Stephens (Imp) by one-tenth with Ken 
Lewis (Cooper 8), third on 46.8 of the 
racing saloons up to 1000ce was Alan Hunt 


in his Cooper § who did 45.2 and he only 
just headed Neil Johnstone in a borrowed 


similar car. 
Tn the over 1000cc class Ron Hand ag 
appeared with his Anglia and took the cla 
without any bother in 41.68, well ahead of 
John Colley’s Cooper while Herbert Shepherd, 
‘another of the Curborough stalwarts, easily 
took the road going sports car class in hi 
E-type in 43.25. A. vastly different’ E-type, 
with a V12 unit, made its debut in the hands 
Of Bill Cole and’ took the next class in 42.6 5, 
some way clear of Cyril Baxter's Marcos. 
‘Heywood, the owner, shared his Cox 
GTM with Tom Wood and they took first and 
Second in the sports racing class, H 
getting @ time of 429% to Wood's 


to 1600 ce class for sing! 
Turnbull asserting himself on his second run 
to take BTD Alan Richards (Gryphon) and 
Eddie Lewis (Lotus 41) both did identical 
40.4 but Richards had the verdict thanks to 
@ better second run. In the over 1600 cc 
class David Hartley's BT18 did 40.7 to pip 
Ravenscroft by two-tenths but Bob Wallinger's 
GRD threat ended when the diff went. 


AUTOTEST 
Two for Beecrofts 


David Sowman (Mini) won the Tayne & 
Robinson Trophy when he set BTD at the 
Ukley & District MC's autotest meeting at 
Fleet Lane, Queensbury, near Halifax, last 
Sunday. He’ weighed in with a ime of 406.4°s 
for the 12 tests, 36 5 quicker than another 
Mini, that of John Millington. 

‘Twenty-two entries were received for this 
closed event and Ronnie Beecroft and his 
wife Sue earned approval when they carried 
on despite suffering a broken cross-member 
on their Mexico, Ronnie took his class on 
414.8 5 while his wife collected the ladies" 
prize on 496.3 s, Beecroft finished well ahead 
of John England's Cortina while behind 
Millington Bryan Kitching brought his Imp 
into second place in the olass on 4197 = 
The other class for Minis went to Jon 
Spencer who totalled 418.8 s, only 14 5 up 
on Peter House who gave him a great run. 


iis: Navies! cMaplar Minot ais'te 
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Jager again victorious 
in good weather 


It_was warm enough for shirt-sleeve order 
and healthy sun tans after the Cumberland 
Sporting CC's Baron Wood, sporting trial at 
Penrith, last Sunday. Situated in a sheltered 
area the event was unaffected by any wind 
and early on the 20 sections were very slip 
Pery but improved as the day wore on. 

Robin Jager continued his winning ways 
with his Nymph winning with the loss of 36 
marks from a Seld of 10 starters. Jager has 
now won both sporting trials counting to- 
wards the Frank Diss Trophy but he will 


have to wait until the autumn for the next 
two. In second place was Ken Underwood in 
his BMC Special, who dropped 63 marks, and 
thicd was another BMC Special driven by 
Brian Kennedy who totalied 75 marks. Fourth 
and fifth spots went to Cannons in the hands 
Of Geoff Benson and Brian Morriet 
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Eight marks covers five 


Five drivers finished within eight marks of 
‘each other at the end of last Sunday's ROA 
(Peak & District Centre) trial at Ashover, 
the winner of the Series 1 class and lowest 
total of the day being Jim Sandham in his 
Land-Rover with 25 marks lost. Organiser and 
secretary Bill Hopkinson was second on 27 
marks and Roy Preston was third, only a 
mark behind Hopkinson. John Higgs and 
Peter Wilford were level on 33 marks. In the 
Series II class, wih only three entries, 
Michael Smith took the honours on 48 marks 
while the best novice was George Baxter 
(Land-Rover Series 1), who dropped 35 marks 
just pipping Roy Grant in a similar machine, 
© Johaty Williamson, the sprint specialist, hi 
acquired the ex-Gijs van Lennep Surtees 
TSIl, and has fitted a 5.7 Chevrolet engine 
specially prepared by hiliclimber Roy Lane. 
The car will be sponsored by Manpower and 
Playtravel and will be entered by Team 
Castrol as the Manpower-Surtees in all 
rounds of the RAC National sprint champion: 
ship and other selected events. Additional 
Sponsorship comes from Motocraft and Van 
dervell Bearin, 

© Truro and District Motor Club's hiliclimb 
at Tregrehan is taking place on Sunday, April 
14, not the 18th as previously quoted 


Sports extra 


Blackbushe this 
weekend 


The NDRC's first drag meeting of the ‘74 
season this weekend at Blackbushe, second 
round of the Castrol/RAC championship is 
the first of the three meetings at the Surrey 
venue this year, and despite being early in 
he season, has attracted a good entry of 
leading cars and bikes 

With Clive Skilton having won the first 
round at Santa Pod, Dennis Priddle will be 
going all out to even the score in the Top 
Fuel category, running his car under its 
STP banner for the first time. Fred Whietle 
will have his Top Fuel debut in “Revolution 
Three,” Clive Skilton's British-built 1972 car, 
having sold his altered to Mike Hall, who 
went 20 well at his first attempt a couple of 
weeks ago. 

Mike will face Dave Stone again in the 
supercharged Chevrolet “Tee Rat,” with Liam 
Churchill's Capri, Ed Shaver in’ Mark Strat- 
ton’s new Vauxhall and Dennis Priddle in his 
secand car, che STP Avenger. Both Liam and 
Mark. will have to work hard to make the 
meeting, but if they do, it should be a first- 
class eliminator on Blackbushe’s smokey 
surface, 

Roz ‘Prior and Gerry Andrews are the 
principal entries in Top Dragster, with Gerry 
‘Out to uphold the honour of the male sex, 
Whilst Gary Goggin and las: year's STP Pro 
‘Stock champion Kevin Pilling, lead the strest 
car entries in their Camaros. 

Qualifying starts at 10 o'clock, with racing 
‘at around 1.30, and entry és £1 including 
admittance to the pits, 


AUTOTEST 
Alfa day out 


Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club had an entry of 
25 for their two test autotest event at the 
RAF station at North Weald last Sunday, 
and the man of the day was Leo Bertorelli 
In his GTAM, who took BTD, not surprisingly, 
in 86.4 6. The club laid on ewo tests and 
‘each driver had ¢hree runs at each, total times 
to count. Second fastest was the Giulia TZ 
of Jon Dooley who returned 87.4 s and 
third fastest was Adrian Bertorelli, son of 
Loo, who got round in 89.2 5 in the GTAM. 

3. Ferguson's Alfasud was all alone in its 
class and he returned 101.1 6 while in the 
‘lass for cars up to 1300 cc with twin carbs, 
‘or 1600 cc with a single carb, Peter Cabroi 
turned In 100.3 8 to win with his Giulia 
Spider, just over a second quicker than 
Philip | Stokeley's Glulietta Sprint _ Veloce. 
Richard Springett's Giulletta SZ was third on 
102.6 s. In the 1600 cc class fiteed with twin 
carbs, Bernard Mulliner's Giulia Super tri- 
umphed over David Wood's similar car. 
Mulliner did 93.2 = to Wood's 94.3 8. 

‘Wally Saunders (1600 GTV) took the next 
class in 91.6 5, pipping Nigel Rosser’s 1750 
Super by 0.2 s, the event running with the 
second éest carrying handicaps depending on 
times on first runs. 


ee a serput. see Sime oh 
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Ya, eres 
© Grids are to be increased at Longridge for 
the coming racing season from last year's 
six to eight. That's the welcome news from 
the Lancashire Automobile Club who are to 
run four meetings at the Preston circuit this 
year. The first is to be held on April 21, 
Sponsored by Taylor’ of Accrington, the Dat 

‘Ten races are scheduled for Clubman’s 
supersports, GT and sports cars, Formula 
Ford, Special saloons, F750, Formule libre 

1d modsports. In order to comply with the 
advisory 30 per cent fuel crisis cutback, 
practice sessions will be reduced and the 
aces cut from 30 laps to 25. 


AUTOTEST 
Varied locations 


Two mill yards, a steel stockholders, a quarry 
and a plant hire company’s land were used 
when the Yorkshire Sports CC ran their 
annual Horsfall Trophy autotest meeting in 
the Cleckheaton area, One of the oldest 
events in the club's calendar, the event was 
intially held in mill yards only, but despite 
the changes it stil remains ‘one of the 
coveted awards of the club. 

The mew holder—he has been trying for 
some time to win it—is the club's coin dealer 
Tan Dunford, who brought his 850 Mini into 
the top spot, on index of performance, with a 
total time for the 22 tests of 1163.2 s. Dun- 
ford was one of five starters in the class for 
low potential Minis but when two retired, hi 

‘on the event was 


Canl Davis in 
1059.9 s, winning Class 1 by 31 s from Chris 
Leeper in a similar car. 


John $. Richardson was the quickest of the 
competitors in the two big wheelbase classes, 
taking his Maxi round in 1168.1 s and by 


coincidence he was also 31 s up on the 
seoond man Geoff Stewart in his Avenger 
GT. There was a much closer struggle in the 
last class where Mike Asquith (Escort 1300), 
fed after four tests, but he dropped awa 
and was overtaken by Stuart Marshall in his 
Herald, who won with a ¢otal of 1260.5 5 to 
Asquith’s 1266.3 s. 


RiSnarivon tehaay, 108d "wears “imeraiah 


Wiscombe this Sunday 
Sunday's AMOC Dally Mirror Climb of ‘th 
Champions at Wiscombe Park looks. like 
being a very exciting preview to this year's 
RAC Hillclimb. championship with entries In- 
cluding. Sir Nick Willlamson's Merlyn 7128, 
Roy Lane's McRae GM 1, Tony Griffiths’ Brab: 
ham BT33, Geoff Rollason's Brabham BT37, 
Richard Shardiow's Chevron B25, Mike Ma 
Dowel's Brabham-Repco BT 36X, David Good's 
FI Lyncar and Ken MacMaster's GRD, 

‘Many of the cars in Sunday's national event 
will also be taking part in the members’ m 
ing on the Saturday which has a vast array 
of Astons and other” sports cars including 
Richard Pilkington’s Alfa’ Romeo. T33/3. 

Saturday's event starts at lpm and. half 
an hour earlier at 12,30 pm on the Sunday. 


BRANDS continued 


from page 31 


very hard driving, and several ladies were 
heard to object to the driving of others, and 
at least five cars bore evidence of the battle, 
Miss Richmond ? Cheered on her way by the 
Grandstand every time she passed, she finished 
twelfth and confessed to enjoying herself, 
\dding that we'll be seeing more of her in 
racing cars, Hope #0. 
Kent Messenger still sponsor the 1000 cc 
loon car series at Brands Hatch and this 
season they have two cars to battle out their 
series: John Homewood's Carter-engined Imp 
and Ray Calcutt (happily back in the driver's 
seat) with his Bevan-prepared Imp. However, 
a broken crank had forced Calcutt to use an 
850 ce spare for the race, so some of the 
lustre was lost. Couple that with the demise 
of from row man Bill Shepherd's Cosworth- 
engined A Fordte when it was thumped up 
the rear end when departing for its warming 
up lap and the race was becoming a non- 
event. Well, Homewood did his bit and had 
6.5 s lead after thee laps from Terry Attoe’s 
Mini and then John Walsh's similar car, until 
he was black flagged for a loose bonnet so it 
was Calcutt in the 850 Imp third. However, he 
as to loose his position after a fight to Mike 
Chapple’s Imp. Phil Spurling had been in the 
hunt in his car, but it wasn't handling and he 
departed the scene early on. New Zealander 
John Watson had also been as high as fourth 
but retired on the last lap and disappeared 
into the paddock on the end of a piece of 
rope. 

Final event of the day was obviously going 
to be a Nick Whiting benefit and sure enough 
the 1.9 Escort screamed away to win by over 
20 s. Jeff Allam kept his 2.3 Vauxhall Viva 
GT just ahead of Terry Harmer's 1.3 Mini for 
the entire race while fourth too was a battle 
as Ali Hussein fought to keep the 5.7 Camaro 
‘on the road and Keep his nose clean to 
his final signature. First of all he battled with 
Bob Shepherd's 850 Mini, and then he had 
David Foster's 1.3 Mini to contend with, and 
he managed to dispose of the latter just before 
the flag. Shepherd took the small class well 
ahead of his nearest rival. Trevor Springett 
provided an unnecessary finale by depositing 
his Imp on its roof at Clearways on the last 
lap, but happily he was uninjured and the 
car not badly damaged. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Siiniit Pasuese tap s"Shopherd, 3975.60" meh. 
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Phone AUTOSPOAT'S Classified Department 

‘on 01-636 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the Monday 

before publication. Dictate your advertise- $2: Apis Ss SoyStecsy 
Staff, and Sr London’ Wik’ Bae" 


AUTOSPORT 


er cent. But remember, this discount only 
applies to pre-paid classified lineage ads. 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


Bh, HPSEC. woe, 


MORGAN 


AUSTIN 


AUSTIN-HEALEY 
IMG SpmivE, 1942 


CAR TRANSPORTATION 
PELEOMIVE JURE CAR, TRANSPORTERS, 


DAMAGED CARS 
ayer Moe or. 
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gerry arsheall CATERHAM CAR SALES offer LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


PETERBOROUGH 


Offer cars of distinction 


F5 12 months Wynns warranty. Details on 


Special colour 
Tel: Caterham 46666 


LOTUS ELAN SPRINT F.H.C. 


1971, Kreg. Green and gold, black 

interior. 27,000 miles. Mint condition body 

work. Fully serviced. Radio, alarm system, 

Knack-off wheels. new tyres, new battery 
£1195 ono. 

For E-Type performance at 50 


(L) Jensen Healey. 6000 miles 
£1395 


running 


Marshall 
Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW11 
Tel: 01-458 4204 


LOTUS CENTRE 


NEW CARS IN STOCK 


Lotus Elan +2S 130/S. Finished 
in black with oatmeal interior. 
Sundym glass, alloy wheels, 5- 
speed box 

Lotus Elan +2S 130/5. Finished 
in sable with oatmeal interior, 
alloy wheels, 5-speed box. 

Lotus Elan +2S 130/4. Finished 
in Scandinavian blue with oat- 
meal interior, alloy wheels. 

Lotus Europa Special. Finished 
in black/gold with oatmeal 
interior, alloy wheels, 5-speed 
box, 1974 specification (£200 
under list price) 

Lotus Europa Special. Finished in 
regency with oatmeal interior, 
alloy wheels, 5-speed box. 


costs. 


Tel: Mogador 2614 (Surrey) evenings. 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 


USED CARS IN STOCK 


1974 Lotus +2S 130/5. Finished 
in white with black interior, 
alloy wheels, ex demonstration 
car £2995 

1972 Lotus +2S 130/4. Finished 
blue/silver with black interior, 
radio £2200 

1970 Lotus +2. Finished in lilac 
with sunroof, radio, fitted new 
engine by ourselves ... £1700 

1970 Lotus +2 Federal. Finished 


in blue with black interior 
£1700 

1969 Lotus +2S. Finished in 
yellow £1600 
1968 Lotus +2. Finished in white 
£1395 

1970 Lotus Elan $4. FHC. Finished 
in yellow £1250 


1969 Lotus Elan $4. FHC. Choice 
‘of two in red or green ... £1125 


1969 Lotus Elan DH. Finished in 
white £995 


[Added dd RR ARR 


AUTOSPORT EASTER PRESS TIMES 


Terms and exchanges welcome 


ALAN DOUBLE 
Telephone Peterborough (0733) 67177 
After hours Stamford 782516 


1973 Lotus Europa Special. Fin- 
ished in black/gold, oatmeal 
interior, alloy wheels, 5-speed 
box £2300 

1972 Lotus Europa twin cam. Fin- 
ished in green £1695 

1972 Lotus Europa twin cam. Fin- 
ished in yellow £1750 

1971 Lotus Europa twin cam. Fin- 
ished in white £1695 

1971 Lotus Europa S2. Finished 
in yellow with alloy wheels 

£1375 

1969 Lotus Europa S2. Finished 
in red with gold lines, alloy 
wheels £1300 

COME AND SEE THE LARGEST SELEC- 

TION OF LOTUS CARS IN BRITAIN, 

MANY OTHERS TOO NUMEROUS TO 

Uist. WE ONLY SELL AND SERVICE 

LOTUS. CARS. DEMONSTRATION 

CARS AVAILABLE. 3_MONTHS/3000 

MILES PARTS AND LABOUR WRITTEN 

WARRANTY. 


81TWOMILEROAD 
KINGSWOOD, BRISTOL @ 
Tel : Bristol 679466 


( 


All copy, classified and display, for April 18th issue 
must reach us no later than Thursday, April 11th. 
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MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


GINETTA 


Tio 


GELDER AUTOMOBILES 
\_ 247-251 London R. 
RS 


Tol: Shelfield 53226 


GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


1972 


THE QUICK ONES 


BMW 75/5, (M reg). 3.000 miles, As 
e975 


ew. Tax 
NORTON 
tpodel. Very low mileage. TT/100 tyres, 


vAMAniA 


KEN MYERS @ 


PARTNERSHIP 


PARK GARAGE 


WELLINGBOROUGH RD. 


NORTHAMPTON 
NORTHANTS 


Lotus Europa. Lagoon tlue. Alloy wheels, radio, 


twin tanks ....ceceeeeee £1495 
1970 Lotus + 2S. Cirrus white vo. £1395 
1970 Lotus + 2S. Black/gold .......... 3 £1475 
1971 Lotus Elan Sprint drophead coupe. Red ......... £1245 
1967 Lotus Elan S/E. Yellow ....... £695 
1972 (L reg) MGB GT. Harvest gold. Headrests, 

radio, overdrive, HRW £1475 


1968 MGB Roadster. British racing green .. £575 
1969 MGB Roadster. Mineral blue £645 
1973 Triumph TR6 Coupe. Mimosa. Hard top, over- 

drive, radio. One owner . £1495 
1968 Ford Escort 1300 GT, 2 door. Ermine white... £475 


Tel: 0604 41258 (Northampton) 


AGENTS FOR LOTUS 
IN NORTHAMPTON 


CAPRI 2000 GT XLR 


1970. LIGHT ORCHID, 
"ROADSTER (L rag)” Export BLACK TRIM. LOW MILEAGE. 


Wi ee £795 — HP/PX 


Dise brake. Very quick 7 Tel: Brighton 593638/70100. 
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Tel: Romford 42877. 
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HUNGERFORD 
GARAGES LIMITED 


TEL: 
1972 Baw 


wn 


ole 
1972 Bmw 
vw 


REG JULY, 
WITH HIDE LEATHER TRIM, 
REFRIGERATION, RADIO/8-TRACK 
STEREO. GENUINE 5000 MILES ONLY. 
FULL HISTORY AVAILABLE. HP OR PART 


aw 2800 
"Coiarade with black winy! rot 


BATH ROAD, 


HUNGERFORD, BERKS RG17 OEL 


HUNGERFORD 2772/3 
Ned in Chamonix with 


2500. Fi 
BueNclotm vim, hited PAS" and’ Tadlo 


1972 BMW 1602. Finished in Chamonix with 
Bios cloth trim, Atted HAW. 


\utomatic Saloon, 


fer. Fitted PAS and radio 
Finished in rod with tinted 


2000. 
Sissy. Fitied "MRW ‘and sagr0," One 


Auto Finished in 


BMW 2500 Automatic. 
Ehamonix Fitted PAS ‘and radio. One. 


MASERATI GHIBLI 


1972. FINISHED IN BLUE 
FITTED 


EXCHANGE POSSIBLE. £6995. 


TEL: ERITH 30252/39325. 


alps 


Fal: {WR Competition Engines 


e295 


e095, 


FINCH MOTORS 


B17C Chevron with Holbay twin 
cam engine. Immaculate. 


Full Race Midget 
Selection of Slicks 


1971 Mercedes-Benz 350 SL in met- 
allic silver. Immaculate. 73 reg. 


Pontiac Firebird fixed head coupe in 
blue. 


1972 Hillman Hunter GLS. Fitted 
with Holbay engine. Very fa: 


1972 TVR 2500M in white, sunroof, 
tinted, stereo. 


1972 Escort GT in silver fox. 


Registered 68 Plymouth Barracuda 
convertible, metallic blue. RHD. 


FINCH MOTORS 
CHESTERFIELD 71612/71614 


SLOAN MARSHAI 
GARAGES 


56-58 Barnes High Sireot, SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 


Tel: Scunthorpe 2685. 
FULL STOCK OF NEW BMWs 
1974 3.0 


SA. Turkis, grey velour trim 


000 miles only. Terrife saving on new 


1974 2002 Tii. Yellow/black cloth trim. 
Good saving on new £2300 
1973 2500. Polaris silver. blue trim. Power 

€2995 


‘steering 
Til, White, biack tim __° £1675 
1971 2002 Til. White, black trim. Sun roof 

£1575 


1971 2800 CS. Red, black trim. Radio/ 
ster £2995 
1971 Mercedes-Benz 280 SE 3.5. Metallic 
bronze. “Radio/stereo, centre. locking. 
Sundym 39% 
12 Scotter Road, Scunthorpe 
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THOMAS MOTORS LT 
BLACKPOOL 
Tel : 63337 


Siymote Stas. q 
ita and Sebring “tom, instock RO3TOS 


1972 Escort Sports. Cho 
fine 1972 escort Monica. White with red sinpes 


9 White. 30.000 miles 
Yoee Cortine Lotus: Bie vod ri 


1970 PORSCHE 911 


Clean car, Silver grey. All usual extras. 
4 new tyres, £2250 for quick sale. Part 
exchange considered. 


Joe Russell 
Tel: Hythe 8782 (Hants) office: 
Lymington 3016 home. 


BELL & 
COLVILLLTD 


west 


sBitoe® HAMY LOTUS@S) 


Monsuey, 


FOR DETAILS TEL: EAST GRINSTEAD 26455, 
‘AFTER 8 PM 


* Autosport Market Place 59-63 


Ford Rally Specialist 


Rally Spares Specialist 


1972 MEXICO. far, 23,000 


1971 


1cO 


eras 


1873 RS 2000. in Sebring red. Fited Bilstein 


and trimmed 


bought for cash, 


Contact: Graham Lepley, 
Derby Road Garage, 
Kirby-in-Ashfield, Notts. 
Tel: Mansfield 753257 


J 
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TRADE SALE 


V12 E TYPE 2+2, manual, 1973. 1 
local owner. 12,200 miles. Radio- 
mobile stereo 8. Beautiful condition 
throughout. Light blue/navy. 
First £2595. 


Tel: CWM (049538) 226. 


WANTED 


All Elan or Europa, good condition, 
from 1969. Price up to £1300. 
Contact, with details and pictures : 
Marco Marin, 5 Rue des Prés, 


Tetange, 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. 


UREN COMANCHE 190 


Oct. 1972 Capri GXL with full Jeff Uren 
190 bhp spec. (engine, exhaust, brakes. 
Suspension). 138+ mph, 0.60 in approx 
7 seconds. Red, vinyl roof, sunshine rool, 
Stereo cassette. 13,600 miles only. New 


cost today over £2,600. Company car 
forces reluctant sale at £1765 ono. 
Tel: Stony Stratford 2454, 


ce. SKIPPERIC. 


ovo 0 BURMLEY «27501 


CEJ rate Sport contre | 


JAGUAR XJ6 


2.8 1969. Auto, PAS. 48,000 miles only 
Factory reconditioned engine fitted only 
4,000 miles ago. Resprayed red 
Tel: 01-998 2131 day 
or 01-455 7199 after 7 pm. 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 


FIAT 
DINO 
COUPE 


1969, LHD, metallic silver. 
Beautiful car. Fabulous price. 
£1795 ono. 

Tel: Radbourne 01-727 5066. 


MINI GOURER S Mkil 


74, including concours type 
‘mew Michelin 


SAS yee 
or raited. Fs 


Tot: Curry Rivet 382 any time, 


D and A AUTOS 


(Kingsbury) 
8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury. NW9 
ff Church Lane) 


Also a regular supply of Bentley $1, S2. 
83. Available also, Rolls-Royces to order 
all at competitive’ prices. 
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MOVERLEY WATT 
MOTORS LTD. 


1969 reg 350SS CAMARO, with 
mag wheels. Manual with modi- 
fied brakes and suspension. 
Radio/stereo, four speakers. 

£900 


1968 JAGUAR 420 automatic. 
Radio. Dark green. Nice, clean 
car seteseress £650 


ip paslatietel hiiaguers "and Aston 
Martins. 


Tel: 228 3931/223 0198. 


GILBERN INVADER 


1973 _M reg. Only 3,000 miles from new. 
Finished in white with ruby’ interior. Radio, 
electric windows/aerial, etc. Cost new 
£3,200, will accept £2,356 ono. 


JOS ars 


7373 Janeen Healey, 
TBR Sepeen tera 


ingows 
371 Scimitar Gre."b) 
188 MGB Gt" White 
3974 Baw 2062 Auto. fed 
1888 Fiat 124. Sport 

1870 Citron ‘BS 


1870 (4). Seieitar 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 


CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) 
Lotus — 
EUROPA ~~ = 
TWIN CAM 


1972, finishes 
Bed Silay whee 


‘miles recorded C1806. 
"oirse pes 
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THE NORFOLK MOTOR COMPANY 


242-254 SPROWSTON ROAD, NORWICH TEL: 42512 
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AUTOCROSS CARS 


CLUBMANS CARS : 


FORMULA FORD 


RACING CARS 


RACING SALOONS 


RALLY CARS 


SPORTS RACING CARS 


RENAULT S CHALLENGE 


car fully prepared and sorted for ‘74 challenge. 
Ready to race with entries. £900 inc VAT. 


Apply : D.M.E. LTD 
01-476 7692 or'South Benfleet 4450. 


TIM WARNER 
& ROD CONWAY 


May 1973 Elden Mk 10. Piper engine, Hewland Mk 8 with 
ratios for all circuits. Automatic fire exting} sare i 
tyres. battery, wheel bearings, stub axle 

bearing, etc. and spare set of body panels. 
ready to race. Around £1750. 


Reid four-wheel 2-car trailer-£200 
Tel : Little Chalfont 3150 anytime. 
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WARREN PEARCE 
E-TYPE 


Warren Pearce E-Type. probably the finest developed 

Modsports E-Type ever ready to race. Modifications 

too numerous to mention in this advert. Full details 
‘on request. £1550 ono. 


SALISBURY 28698 
HP and part exchange possible. 


2s = EX JOHN HINE GP2 ESCORT 


This vehicle is being sold on behalf of a finance 
company, complete in every respect. 
£1,200 o.n.o. 
SALISBURY 28698 


Due to overseas cancellation the ex Hanson Group 2 Racing Escort is still for sale. 
The immaculate class winning British Saloon Championship car is available in either 2-litre 
or 1300cc form at an ex works price of £7500 complete with tyres and running spares, anti 
roll bar, differential ratios etc. 


Contact : CHRIS BODSWORTH or RALPH BROAD at 
BROADSPEED ENGINEERING LTD 
BANBURY ROAD 


SOUTHAM, WARKS 
Telex 311036 Tel : Southam (092681) 3191 
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CHEQUERED 
; FLAG 
i MARCH 


—x-Russel Wood March 733 + engine. Complete with 
side tanks ‘+ lots of extras. Will take nearest offer 
to £2000. 


Tel: Wallingford 3142 (day) or 01-691 1586. 


WORLD CUP 
RALLY 


ORIGINAL WORKS FORD ESCORT 


3rd in London-Mexico rally. 
£1875, including spares. 


Tel: Crowborough (Sussex) 61282/61718. 


| BROADSPEED 


ESCORT 


prepared to full Continental Group Two 
specifications, complete with Bilstein fully 
adjustable rose-jointed suspension, Hewland 
5-speed box, 20-gallon quick-fill bag tank, 
10in discs all round, 9in x 10in Minilites with 
wet and dry tyres. 

This car is immaculate and is offered for sale 
less engine at the giveaway price of £1900. 


CONTACT BOB HADLEY, 
ALDRIDGE 52550. 


Tim Reynold’s 
RALLYCROSS MINI CLUBMAN 


Specification includes 


135 bhp Lucas fuel injected 1293 cc engine (ex works), 3/¢ 
ro gearbox, LSD, ‘rear sub frame. This car was 
jonally built for the European Ral 


FULL SPECIFICATION ON REQUEST 
Offers 
Tel : Cambridge 860281 


MINI 1500 FULLY LIGHTENED RACER 


John Chappel “A” bracket suspension. Minilites, LSD, fully 
lightened. A very quick car, 1900 ce engine, safe up to 6,860 rmp 
"2 WHEEL TRAILER BUILT FOR CAR ABOVE. & 
1970 TRANSIT VAN. Tow bar, resprayed, gearbox, o/hauled, MoT. 
Good tyres. Low mileage. £335. 
Part exchange taken on any above road of race. 

DODGE GT DART, J reg, V8, LHD, auto. Nice car, £1,080. 
AUSTIN MAXI. 17,000 miles, in white, K reg. Immaculate car, £850, 
‘3. MARCH 11in x 15in Fi front wheels. New. £10 each. 
WANTED. Bentley or Rolls Silver Cloud 1. Any cond. or PX above. 


Phone day Poynton 6001 (Cheshire), night 039-17 6095 (Fleetwood). 


Ex AUTO DELTA full group 2 racing 
specification. New engine late ‘73. 8 plug. 
fuel injection, produces 165 bhp at rear 
wheels. This car has had most moving 
arts replaced and is ready to race or 
rally. 

Now resprayed in Alfa red. Immaculate 
mechanical condition. Masses of spares 
including engine parts, wheels, tyres, etc 
Nearly enough for converting another car. 
Complete at £3800, will consider splitting 
and offers. 

Birch and Kentfield, 219 Gloucester Road, 
Croydon, Surrey. Tel: 01-689 7154 
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MIKE McDONALD 


wishes to sell his highly successful racing, 
hillclimb, sprint car, being a Mallock U2 Mk 
8B, with Lotus engine, twin cam, trailer, spare 
tyres and extras. £675. 


Tel: 021 705 5996 


GERRY MARSHALL offers 


A 1972 FORD ESCORT MEXICO. Fully prepared for 
Group 1 Rally Championship by Fords Main Dealer. 
11,000 miles only from new. Bilstein front struts and 
rear shock absorbers, rally specials, roll cage, four 
Cibies. Unmarked condition £950 


GERRY MARSHALL. Tel.: 01-458 4204 


BALANCING 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


264 CRICKLEWOOD LW 


TRAILERS 
TANNER TRAILERS 


PIXMORE AVENUE, LETCHWORTH, HERTS 
Tel: Letchworth 6026 


Alloy racing car box trailers made to order—2 weeks’ 
delivery. Side awnings supplied if required. 

12ft x Git, 18-cwt 2-wheel vrailers complete with ramps, lights. 
I/whee! £150 
J2ft x Git, 25-cwt, 4.wheei trailer, a8 above £200 
16ft x Git crash recovery trailers, 35-cwt with winch, J/wheel, 
ramps, rear stands and fixing chains. Immediate delivery 


Write, call or telephone for details of trailers 
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BOATS FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 


yest nwo | HIEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


on-base ‘6781 (nigh) 


INSURANCE 


SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


If you are a rally specialist or 


have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 
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GUERNSEY MOTOR CYCLE AND CAR CLUB elf+coombs racing 


‘LES VAL DES TERRES’ Twoonty “*" 
NATIONAL HILL CLIMB ; 
197. ae 
JULY 27th 1974 973 iene ane engines 


Regs now available from : M. J. Ray, JOHN COOMBS 
Les Deux Barrieres, Les Forfaitures, Catel, Guernsey. Tel: Guildford 69944. 


TIRAN AUTO CENTRE 


291 Willesden Lane, London NW2 
Full Rolling Road and Crypton facilities 
available in London operated by top-class 
technicians. 


PHONE 01-459 6534 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 
First-class repair service by factory trained staff, 48 hour 
collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions 
Prompt yn given to. any enquiry, res oF repairs 
immedi wth of goods by any to suit 


re 
o OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 
D PROMPTLY. EXECUTED 
Tot: 0532 40608, MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


GENUINE 


COSWORTH BDG 
2 LITRE 


Pe of a bad debt) 


ASTON MARTIN /ALFA ROMED /LOTUS /PORSCHE /RELIANT SCIMITAR 
DID YOU KNOW? 


0 offer a complete coachwork service? Our 
bodyshop caters for accident repairs in both metal and 
glassfibre—and provides a specialist prestige respray service 
fo Aston Martin and Rolls-Royce standards. Please telephone 
Stuart Pope on 01-485 8848 and ask for a quotation. 

‘Or that we have an engine shop able to cope with almost 
any problem? We are. currently rebuilding (and partly 
remaking) an obsolete V12 Formula One engino for our 


For details telephone : 
Swindon 31321. 


SWINDON RACING ENGINES. 


2 Lucas MAE downdraught heads. Need Maseretl 2507, 28, well, ss carrying out “precision, rebullde 
attention to valve seats ......... £25 each OF eee Fick ter dette on 01-340, 3431 as jurphy 


And of course our workshop continues to service and 
epair all sorts of interesting cars—especially those of the 
type that we sell 


1 full race Ford Bullit gearbox—used for 1 
MeStINGiONIY 0. .-..sccse-scseqnrrentens £65 


1 aluminium gearbox tailshaft housing eid 
Ford gearbox £10 


1 A6 camshaft . 

1 VA8 camshaft . 

4 Minilite wheels on n Dunlop wets 5 for Hillman 
Imp, as new .. £100 

4 Minilite wheels on Firestone wets for Hill- 
man Imp. Latest mix. Just scrubbed £150 

I Imp fibreglass bonnet and boot and Perspex 
windows. 

Various racing tyres and gear ratios, etc. 

1 2-wheeled trailer suitable for medium aon 


HEXAGON MOTOR WORKS LIMITED, 
Dukes Head Yard, 2/8 Highgate High Street, 
London N6 5LJ. 

Telephone 01-340 3431. 


LOTUS MkI 
CLOSE RATIO GEARBOX 


Above 1:1. Single-rail conversion. Prepared by Lotus 
Special Developments. Will take in excess of 10,000 


Tel: LES NASH, 
01-800 3783. 


revs. To suit any in-line Ford, ie, MAE twin cam, etc. 


Reinard Racing. Tel: Stevenage 53044. 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-56 - Racing and Competition Cars 56-59 


RACE WHERE ? 


RACING SCHOOL 


CHEAPEST RACING 
SCHOOL IN 
EUROPE 


ANDRE PILETTE INTERNATIONAL 


RACING SCHOOL Zolder Circuit 
Free information ANDRE PILETTE, rue du 
Noyer 282" 1040. Brussels. Tei 02/34.00.98 
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* Autosport Market Place 59-63 


Distributors 
LINEA SPORT FPT Racewear is accepted as READAND'RAChIO 
the safest available by most top drivers. ACCESSORIES LIMITED, 
The suits are well known for their good a rrocter Si 
wear characteristics and distinctive Italian aaa 
tailoring (see illustration ! 1-242 3080 — Chale Weton 
unique in that it Wuesouny TAPreTT 
quality from the three 
which it is woven. Inv 
of these fibres emit a self extinguishing 
gas and progressively carbonize to pratect 
the third fibre combining with it to form 
strong inner structure which retains its 
mechanical strength even under the fiercest 
fully isolating the 
yet contact with the fl 
Double layer suit £85.00 single layer suit, £55.00 
Gloves from £12.00 Balaclava £7.50. 
\ The area distributors listed will be pleased to give 
you further information 


2 he LINEA SPORT FPT fl 
(I) © wr Goa 


UK Distributors - Gordon Spice Lid 12b Central Trading Estate Staines Middlesex 


RACING NUMBERS 


REGISTRATION NUMBERS 


ROLLOVER BARS 


ROLLING ROAD 


SAFETY GLASS 


SERVICES 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 
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LOTUS 
SPARES 


REORGANISATION SALE 


Must clear: Up to 40% discount given off mpst 
Elan, Europa and Elan + 2 parts. 


DEMPSTER INTERNATIONAL 
RACING TEAM 


ctiers for sale their immaculate 6:lire 
reset ‘ransporrer, “suitable Tor carrying 


LOW COST RACING LTD 


WE HAVE MOVED, bur only 60 yards from ur old show 
Tocm. We apologise for any inconvenience 

and reorganised, but the new larger pi 
being able to offer a better and more comprehensive service 
all club racing enthusiasts 


SAME ADDRESS—SAME 


LOW COST RACING LTD 


Our premises will be closed on Tuesday April 9 due to testing 4 
Sliverstone. We would however be pleased to £6 Fa 
tors ai Silverstone should they wish to We 4 


Ring now for immediate service. 
01-370 4114 or 01-373 7200. 


LEN STREET LTD. 


67-69 DRAYTON GARDENS, 
CHELSEA, SW10. 


HONE NUMBER 


365.litre Buick VB 4 x 48 IDA downdraughts. Exhaust mani 
olds, Piper cam end solid lifters. P5000 clutch and HO/DG/ CLEARANCE SALE 
FG adaptors. 280 light horse power with plenty of develop: 


ment left. Just rebuilt £380, ovno. Might swap for standard fensine, and ancillaries, New ws 
big valve twin cam, SON 'CW'D. transmiaton and converter. New i 


WHEELS/TYRES 
Mipilites/Triumph centres 5 7” x 13° with CR 65s. 2 14” x 
13" CR 65s, £2.50 per inch 


‘ron wane stein hors o 
Donnet, front, bumper, RervoR. etc 

CARS XK_ 134. Almoat complete for rebulding 

Ginetta G12 professionally modified to take 3.5 Rover/Buick 35% COOPER § ensioe and trasmnission. Complete 
Rolling chassis completely rebuilt. £490 or with superb engine eee 


W215 G.T. Automatic transmission and 
FORMULA FORD ‘naine and dry sume 


(see above). £850. Elan. Lotus Elan DCH 1967 S3/SE, 57,000 SDA, Dusieouter emnen paan 
miles. Resprayed red. Radio. Tonneau. K/o wheels. New MoT. po En a A alien 
Excelient condition. £685 ovno. MINI rear, sub frame. Complete 
HP OK TONBRIDGE WELLS 257 
Phone: GERRARDS CROSS 85889 ASK FOR CHRIS. 


Chevron B19/21, body complete 
Chevron B21/23, 10in wheel and stick. 


few "Vin, teather ‘wmedl 2 Atlantic blocks steel caps, 3.cam carriers, 
BDG head, BVA block’‘and’ cram 3 ‘Suits: ovworth Et * cam covers, 
FVArve We Lucas ‘comp dirty Sabicea cranks, 1000ce sel crank. FVA/ 
BMW Slee face head New sports. cotls FVC/BDA"and win cam en 

Eieay Inlection B/2- Complete Set dampers springs BY. 20/36 

Ser erode ahead damaged. ‘Complete 

Set new BDA steel rods. FVA sump pan. - . ANY P.X. TAKEN ON THE ABOVE. 
BOA"rice pistons New ‘Team, Dit valve head. 

FVC block? crank snd’ pistons Set plotonts 1300/1900" T/cam 

EVA crank Standard. Bet Bistons 1300 BDA . He 

B B tein pists aa 2in x Sin Cobra wenn Rilalte. R. D. H. RACING 
Beabham’ rack” Complete Brabhan radiator 

FVA/FVC cams and carriers. F/3 exhaust Mega ‘ype 2 ASHBROOK ROAD, 

$1480 EVE rods and. pistons Brabham 0ine in, Pain wheels with B36 BOLLINGTON, CHESHIRE. 

3} ER rods and pistons wes 


‘Chevron’ B21 lightweight body. Box ass. Lotus "69 spares. All good. Tel: Bollington 74022 


Damaged 3000 GT XLR, J, Capri. £475. 
Damaged V8 3500 Rover, J. Needs assembling. £425. 

Stolen/recovered Triumph 2.5 PI. Immaculate, Taxed. £825. 
V12 Roadster shell, complete bonnet and subframes, BGT shell, 
Granada shell, Cortina GXL shell, Capri 3-litre shell,” breaking 70 
Lotus Cortina, 73 fuel injected Variant, cear damaged Triumph 
2000, perfect front, 2002 BMW, 1600 Alfa co clear. BDA Rally 
Escort exhaust system—complete. Twin Cam Rally Escort exhaust 
system—complete. 2002 cylinder head, crank, rods. 2000 Cortina GT 
engine and box. 3000 Capri engine, late type. BMW gearbox 
Rover 2000 manual box. Alfa 5 speed box. Small trailer, suitable 

FF, needs tyres. 


repairable Holbay 70 DD head 
perfect Holbay R70 DD head 
Upright dry sumps 
jebber DD 421 DA, siide throttie and manifoid 
balanced Holbay rods 
Lucas DD manifold 
new 40 DCNL 5 twin choke Webbers pius manifoid 
Heppolite balanced MAE pistons 
Holbay rocker cover 
Chevron 10in wheel 
Chevron 8in wheel 
Chevron D line chassis. Near original 


Telephone: 01-731 3602 


office hours only. 


sass enenane 


Phone Hertford 5316, Welwyn 4650 evenings. 
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SITUATIONS VACANT 


STEERING WHEELS 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-56 + 


Racing and Competition Cars 56-59 


STICKERS 


* Autosport Market Place 59-63 


TRAILERS 


For all whee! problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 


TRAILERS 


Y2ton to 3tons 


AUTOSPORT EASTER 
PRESS TIMES 


TRANSPORTERS 


min ALL COPY, CLASSIFIED 
soe AND DISPLAY, FOR 
APRIL 18 ISSUE MUST 
REACH US NO LATER 
THAN THURSDAY, 
APRIL 11. 


WANTED 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-56 ~ Racing and Competition Cars 56-59 - Autosport Market Place 59-63 


HIGH DUTY RACING CAR 
SUSPENSION SPRINGS 


Specialists in the supply of racing 
and rally springs. Send SAE for 
stock lists of racing car springs and 


all your spring requirements to 


D. FAULKNER 
Manufacturers Agents 
17 Oxford Crescent 
New Malden, Surrey KT3 5QN 


Tel: 01-942 6120 
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PORSCHE 


Accessories and secondhand spares 
for 911/912/914 


HOWE CAMS 
EXHAUSTS WEBERS 


Leading specialist for every make 
JEFF HOWE EXHAUSTS 
Rear Hollyville Cafe, Main Road, 
West Kingsdown (near Grands Hatch) 
Tet: 2347 (Kent) 


See 
(65 High Street. Iver, Bucks. 


Cedarwood (07538) 2170. 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD 


FOR AUL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


SALES ANO SPARES 
Manifolds. Air Trumpsts, Air Cleaners, Gaskets 
‘6 Rings ana Tries 


159-181 London 


Something 
Safety Devices 


ferent 


3. Kingston $62/2. 


a TO SHOCK ABSORBERS 


COMP. SHOCK ABSORBERS M oTO RTU N E 


AT LOW, LOW PRICES 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
01-581 1234 


RED TRIANGLE KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 
AUTO SERVICES LTD. | _scconpinioneo untrs 
Common Lane, Kenilworth BUCK & BROMLEY 


Warwickshire | 
Tel: Kenilworth 57303 (1970) LTD., { 
Koni distributors in the Coventry 12 Wendell Road (Askew Road) 
and South Warwickshire district lp See ett 
Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares Tel 01-943 4366/7 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


(make of car, etc.) 


For office use only | 
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AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 
ROLLING ROAD 


Midlands Enthusiasts 
Get the best out of your car 


[TUNGSTON 


(SVSHOBILE DEVELOPHEHIT- 


IDIAL IN 


300 bhp at wheels. 


e ENGINE IPNING 
ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC 


Engine tune clinic for 
private patients only. Roll- 
ing road testing up to 


witha 


NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


@ Fuel economy 
@ Maximum performance 


Book an appointment at > 


PDS soe. 


UPTUNE 


UPSHIRE 
SERVICE 
STATION 


UPSHIRE ROAD, 
WALTHAM ABBEY, 
ESSEX. 

Tel: Waltham Cross 
(97) 26660. 

Ford Performance Specialists 
Full Dynamometer Service 


arr © 
a 


Telephone 01-435 7436-7 
THE specialist in engine analysis 
and diagnosis. Full indoor per- 
formance testing and power 
tuning. 

Martin Raymond, 

THE TARGET CAR CLINIC LIMITED 

1 Ridge Road, Childs Hill, NW2 


ROLL UP, ROLL UP, TO OUR ROLLING ROAD! 
MARSHALL OF BEDFORD 
GOLDINGTON ROAD, BEDFORD 
Phone: (0234) 55221 


@ 


ENGINE TUNING SPEC! 
& ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES 


NEW YORK ROAD, LEEDS Tel: 31281 


MAXIMUM B.H.P. - 


FOR MINIMUM COST 


COMPLETE CRYPTON TUNE & ROLLING ROAD SET UP 
CONTACT US: THE TUNING EXPERTS 


TIRAN AUTO CENTRE 
291/295 WILLESDEN LANE 


AT 


LONDON N.W.2 


Phone: 01-459 6534/5/6 


83 sparks 


Ever stopped to consider 
just how hard a Formula 1 
engine works during a Grand 
Prix? Speeds can reach any- 
thing up to 190 m.p.h. and the 
engine could be turning over at 

yf~_ 10,000 r.p.m., producing 
- upwards of 450 
brake horse 
x power. 
The fuel/air mixture in the 
engine is ignited through an 
electronic ignition system 
producing an 8000 volt spark 
roughly 5000 times per minute. 


in just a wink! 


Consider, therefore, the fact 
that this means that a spark 
plug sparks 83 times per 
second. 

That’s why, year after year 
the majority of Formula 1 
teams choose Champion 
for their engines, 
where reliability 
is a major 
consideration. 


More Champions 
are sold today than any 
other make of spark plug. 


